
   

 

 

OUR NEWS 
19th November 2023 

 

Parramatta Community Uniting 
Church 

 

Parramatta Comunity Uniting Church acknowledges that we     
worship, work, witness and serve on the land of traditional    
owners, the Burramattagal clan of the Darug people. We pay  
respect to the original custodians of the land, and acknowledge 
elders past and  present, and emerging leaders. 
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IMPORTANT PCUC NEWS 
 

New congregation name 
 

As a result of the voting at last Saturday’s ‘Visioning’ morning, we have a 
new congregation name: ‘Parramatta Community Uniting Church.’ NB: 
The names of our sites and worshipping communities will remain the 
same: Leigh Memorial, Westmead, Leigh Fijian and                          
Northmead-Centenary. 
 

The Church Council has decided that the name of Public Benevolent  
Institution within PCUC (responsible for activities including Meals Plus, 
Wesley Apartments and 175 Hotel) will remain as 'Parramatta Mission'. 
 

Rev Dr Helen Richmond 
 

On 30 October 2023, a PCUC Joint Nominating Committee (JNC) had a 
conversation with Helen Richmond for the role of Community               
Engagement and Relationships Minister within PCUC. Helen has been in 
the Northern Territory since 2009, at the Nungalinya College, a          
Combined Churches Training College for Indigenous Australians, and 
more recently as Minister at Casuarina Uniting Church. She has a great 
depth of experience in cross cultural relations, working with Indigenous 
peoples and interfaith ministry. The JNC had no hesitation in               
recommending her placement in the role having regard to her vast       
relevant experience and her evident warm, gentle and relatable nature. 
The JNC was confident that she would fit well into a team ministry        
environment in PCUC and that, in collaboration with Geoff and the       
ministry team, she would make a strong contribution to pastoral and     
community missional activities. The Congregational Leadership Team 
and the Church Council supported the recommendation, which will in-
volve a 60% placement.   
 

Last Wednesday, Presbytery approved the placement of Helen within the 
PCUC ministry team. Like Geoff, Helen will be a Presbytery placement 
initially, with a view to a transfer to PCUC in due course.  
 

Resource Minister 
 

Next Monday the JNC will have a conversation with a prospective      
minister for the Resource Minister role in the PCUC ministry team. We 
cannot identify the minister at this stage, but watch this space for further 
developments. 
 
Regards, 
David Norris 
Chairperson, Parramatta Community Uniting Church Council 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
We look forward to seeing everyone at Leigh Memorial this Sunday, 19      

November @ 9.30am with Rev Vladimir (Onsite + Zoom). All welcome.  
   

NEW CONGREGATION NAME 
As a result of the voting at last Saturday’s ‘Visioning’ morning, we have a new 

congregation name: ‘Parramatta Community Uniting Church.’ NB: The names 

of our sites and worshipping communities will remain the same: Leigh          

Memorial, Westmead, Leigh Fijian and Northmead-Centenary. 
 

PASTORAL MESSAGE  

Our warmest prayers remain with all those in our worship community who are 

unwell, grieving or facing other challenges at this time. This includes everyone 

who joins us on Zoom each Sunday. NB: Contact details for the ministry team 

are in the newsletters. 
 

‘MISSION FROM THE INSIDE’ PROGRAM  
The final gathering in our series of ‘Mission’ engagement events will take place 

at Centenary UC, North Parramatta, this Saturday 18 November, 10am – 

Noon. All welcome. Morning tea supplied. 
 

OPEN CHURCH UPDATE 
Our new ‘Open Church’ program at Leigh Memorial has had a positive start 

over the past couple of weeks and will be continuing each Wednesday from 1 

– 2pm. On 29
th
 November, we’ll also be sharing a lunchtime Communion     

service with the community – and PCUC members are very welcome to      

attend. Additional volunteers are needed for the program in 2024. Enquiries: 

Vladimir or Liz. 
         

FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T ATTEND OUR ONSITE SERVICES… 

The livestreamed ‘Zoom’ service from Leigh Memorial is available every    

Sunday @ 9.30am – OR – there is a weekly, pre-recorded “online” service that 

can be watched at any time. Details for both of these are in the newsletters – 

or please contact the leaders at your site for further assistance. 
 

‘JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM’ – MOVIE RELEASE 
A new movie about the events leading up to Jesus’s birth (running time: 90 

minutes) will have a limited local release in November-December. Among a 

very special cast is award-winning actor, Antonio Banderas, who plays Herod. 

Event Cinemas at Castle Hill (and possibly elsewhere) is showing the movie 

on Thurs 30
th
 November. Please check the website for information & bookings:  

https://www.eventcinemas.com.au/Movie/Journey-To-Bethlehem#date=2023-

11-30&cinemas=53,66 

Leigh Memorial   

https://www.eventcinemas.com.au/Movie/Journey-To-Bethlehem#date=2023-11-30&cinemas=53,66
https://www.eventcinemas.com.au/Movie/Journey-To-Bethlehem#date=2023-11-30&cinemas=53,66
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PCUC ADVENT/ CHRISTMAS DATES 

NB: An Advent flyer with additional details will be available shortly. 
 

Friday 1 December – Hills Special School Christmas Carols & sausage sizzle,  

6pm 

Tuesday 5 December – ‘Service of Solace’ – Uniting Westmead Aged Care 

Chapel, 6.30pm 

Sunday 10 December – Centenary UC Community Christmas event (details to 

be supplied) 

Wednesday 13 December – Parramatta Mission Christmas Stall, Centenary 

Square  

Sunday 17 December – Jazz on Hammers Christmas Celebration, 6pm 

Friday 22 December – Parramatta Mission Community Christmas Lunch 

Christmas Eve – Regular Sunday services at Leigh Memorial, Westmead & 

Northmead 

Christmas Day – Worship at 8.00am (Northmead), 9.00am (Leigh Memorial & 

Leigh Fijian) & 09.00am (Westmead). 
 

NEW UNITINGWORLD APPEAL: “PLANTING A NEW FUTURE” FOR     
CHILDREN IN MALUKU & TIMOR-LESTE… 
The Uniting Church’s ‘UnitingWorld’ is seeking to raise funds for Maluku 

(Eastern Indonesia) and Timor-Leste due to a serious food crisis in these     

regions. The cost of living plus problems with food imports are causing many 

families to resort to cheap, unhealthy food. As a result, residents are suffering 

malnutrition and children are not meeting developmental milestones. 47% of 

children in Timor-Leste alone are experiencing reduced growth or “stunting”. To 

support home-grown and community vegetable gardens to help address this 

issue, UnitingWorld is working with local Christian partners to supply seeds and 

other gardening assistance to families. To donate, please go to the website: 

www.unitingworld.org.au/foodcrisis 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.unitingworld.org.au/foodcrisis
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“THANK YOU” MEN’S SHED 
One of our Leigh Memorial vintage chairs was recently repaired with great care 
by Northmead UC’s ‘Men’s Shed’. Thanks Men’s Shed!  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Foster your faith this week 
  

Jgs 4:1-7        Ps 123  
 

1 Thes 5:1-11     Mt 25:14-30  
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Advent Studies  
by Rev Dr Chris Walker  

 

Chris Walker has written three Advent studies over the past three years        

covering each of the readings in the three year lectionary - years B, C 

and A.  

This coming Advent goes back to the readings of three years ago.  The 

studies are as follows.  

* The Coming of Jesus Christ: past, present and future -4 studies on 

hope (year B)  

* Jesus Christ The Same Yesterday, Today and Forever Finding hope 

and strength in trying times (Year C)  

* Signs of the New Age - already and not yet in Jesus Living in the     

present, looking to the future (Year A)  

   

Each study not only covers the biblical readings but also has a quote, a 

story and reference to a hymn/song and prayers. There are questions 

for consideration or discussion.  

   

The studies can be readily found on the MediaCom Education                     

website: www.mediacomeducation.org.au  

Click on Shop then Advent studies.   
 
 
 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/sJ3JCjZrx2FngK1BcROEvF?domain=u23240826.ct.sendgrid.net
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 Sharing The Hospitality of Jesus Christ 

Sunday 19th November 2023- 09.30am 
 

Our Sunday worship today will be led by Pastor Fil. Thank you, Fil and 
we look forward to sharing this morning with you. 
 

Last Sunday, it was a pleasure to be led in worship by Reverend Geoff 
Smith – Geoff reflected on Matt 25: 1-13. In waiting for Christ’s return, 
we are not to forget love, sharing and faith. Just being a Christian by    
following rituals and traditions but not keeping perhaps the greatest    
commandment which is to love others as one’s self, is a detriment to the 
purpose of Christ’s love for us. Thank you, Rev. Geoff for sharing a    
personal story. 
 

Vision Day held last Saturday at Centenary Uniting Church was a      
successful day in determining our Church’s name – we are now officially 
Parramatta Community Uniting Church, still abbreviated as PCUC.  
Thank you to all who attended from Westmead and to those who catered 
for us. 
 

The recent news update states that a new surge of covid cases is       
occurring – as such please take caution and feel free to wear masks for 
extra protection when in church. It is recommended to use the hand    
sanitisers provided – if you are unwell, please stay at home and recover 
well. 
 

We hold the congregation in prayer, especially those who are unwell and 
those who are facing difficult times – may God heal and guide you to 
health and strength. 

Westmead  



 13 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
All Welcome - Meets each Monday at 2pm via Zoom. For any         
enquiries please speak to Jan or Eileen. 
 

Zoom Link:  https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512 
 

 Christmas Brunch at Westmead 
10 December 

 

The brunch will follow our Sunday service and if you are able to attend 
please place your name on the list in the foyer or speak to Georgie, 
Sue or Lorna.  Cost: $5 per person. 
 
Love the shirts! 
Great snap shooting Alysa – 12 November 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left to right) - David Thomas, Rev. Geoff Smith, Stuart Hills 
 

 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
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1. Lotu ena macawa oqo 19/11: Na lotu ena macawa oqo na veisau vunau ni 
PNP. Na vunau tiko vei kedatou na valelotu mai St Mary. Na vunau lesi, rau 
na gole tiko yani kina valenilotu mai St Mary ko Senitiki Qata kei Isikeli       
Duwai. Vunau vakarau Viliame Kamotu kei Taito Dovibua. Tu vakarau na 
veiliutaki matasiga naba 1. Tali ni vunau matasiga naba 1. 

 

2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 26/11: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo na veisau 
vunau kei Fiji Parish. Na valelotu mai Fairfield ena gole tiko mai. Vunau lesi 
Josefa Foiakau kei tuirara Emosi Rogoimuri. Vunau vakarau nai vakatawa 
Anare Vocea kei Serupepeli Nagatalevu. Tu vakaru na veiliutaki matasiga 
naba 2. Tali ni vunau matasiga naba 2. 

 

3. Lesoni ni macawa oqo 13/11 – 19/11: Na Dauveilewai 4:1-7 Same 123      
1 Cesalonaika 5:1-11 Maciu 25:14-30 

 
4. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo 20/11 – 26/11:  Esera 34:11-16, 20-24  Same   
    100  Efeso 1:15-23  Maciu 25:31-46 
 

5. Tukutuku rogorogo Vinaka mai na Bula Feeding. Mai na yabaki sa oti me 
yacova mai na gauna oqo, eratou sa vakania ni rauta ni lewe 1560 na lewe 
ni vanua era gadreva tu mera vukei (Homeless). Ena loma ni 4 na yabaki       
eratou sa vakania ni rauta e lewe 5000 kina 6000 na lewe ni vanua. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei ma-
tai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu na 
galala ke o rawa ni qarava. 

Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei ira 
na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni Kamotu, 
S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison. Ko ratou na veiliutaki tiko ena 
nodatou vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni nodatou 
vavakoso.  Na nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding. Me nanumi na FNC ni 
tou na veiwaseitaka na veiqaravi kei na tolu na valelotu Cambelltown, St 
Mary kei Berala. Ena qaravi tiko na FNC ena vula ko Jiulai ni yabaki mai 
oqo 2024 e Stanwell Top. 

Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era mai 
sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti. 

Leigh Fijian  
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Sunday 12
th
 November the Leigh Fijian congregation witness the baptising of 

Marica Lewadua Koroi Sadrata  ‘Little Lady Knox’. 
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The people of Parramatta Community Uniting Church and 

Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for our Community.. 
 

 

   Westmead 
• For those we know of that are unwell, undergoing treatment in      

hospital or at home – We lift these in Your name and ask for healing 
for them, and support and love to surround their loved ones. 

• For the devastation and horrors of loss of innocent lives that the war 
between Israel and Palestine is causing, for Ukraine and Russia and 
other regions that are in war – Lord hear our prayer for peace in 
these regions. Let love and consciousness for human life arise. 

• The homeless, those who are sleeping rough, those who have their 
familiar surroundings due to trauma and abuse, for broken              
relationships – Lord be a rock and refuge for these as they wake up 
and face the day. Surround them with Your peace, and cause love 
and understanding to arise from others. 

• For the struggling due to economic pressures – Lord we pray for our 
economy and for things to change for the better, may our              
government be helped in making the right decisions. 

• For the groups that are marginalised and misunderstood – Lord we 
pray for Your love to wipe out bias and allow love and understanding 
to come into our workings. 

 Fijian  
 

• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to 
beyond. 

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly        
commissioned Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across 
NSW/ACT. 

• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus 
and our wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to 
meet because of rain or storms and for those who have been sleep-
ing rough. 

 

   Korean Faith Community 
 

• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the    
revival of the church. 

• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who 
are not in good health). 

Prayer Points 
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   Leigh Memorial 
• We pray for members who are unwell, and those experiencing      

anxiety and grief. 
• We prayerfully support those in our local communities who need   

additional care and support at this time, including people                
experiencing hunger, homelessness, addiction, family crisis and    
loneliness, in addition to those who assist them – such as devoted 
care-givers, nurses, doctors, community support teams and        
emergency workers; 

• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and          
forthcoming decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated 
ministry team, leaders, managers and staff – and specifically pray for 
Paul and the team at Meals Plus, Cameron and the team at         
Westmead and for the life, witness and outreach work being         
conducted by our fellow Parramatta Mission & Parramatta            
Community  Uniting Church communities; 

• We pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and peace     
throughout the world, and for the realisation of an international spirit 
of inclusion, acceptance and love for all people. 

 

 

Wider Work 
 

For our Parramatta Community Uniting Church and Parramatta Mission 
teams 

• May God guide all our staff, leaders, members and volunteers to live 
out our conjoined values of grace, inclusion, dignity, faith and hope. 

• We pray for the work, witness and service of Rev Geoff Smith, Rev 
Vladimir Korotkov, Rev John Barr, Pastor Fil Kamotu, and Rev Hyun 
Goo. 

Prayer Points 

 
 

 Service & Zoom Information 
 

Leigh Memorial   

Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657 

 Meeting ID: 519 908 9657 
 

PCUC online service  
https://northmead.uca.org.au/  

 

Westmead   
 Time: Sunday 9.30am on site 

 
 

 Leigh Fijian   
Time: Sundays 11.15am on site   

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/jPCUCzvORmhqPrvi4rEHL?domain=uca-nswact.zoom.us
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/iPKMCyoN08urLLR1hZcuJY?domain=northmead.uca.org.au/
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Prayer Points may be sent to  
wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call  
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm) 
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Leigh Memorial Church  
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Westmead Church 
175 Hawkesbury Road  Westmead  NSW  2145 
9891 2277 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED  

 
 

Please contact our ministry team with any pastoral needs  
 
 

 Rev Geoff Smith (Lead Minister)                        0407 416 377 

 Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Supply Minister)  0431 759 573 

 Rev John Barr  (Supply Minister)    0400 694 540 

 Pastor Fil Kamotu       0404 552 915 

 
 
 

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE  
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES 

 
 

 Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community) 0433 320 588 

 Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)    0432 772 852 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Contacts 

mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

