
   

 

OUR NEWS  
 

28th May 2023 
 

Our Vision 
 

A Community Transforming Lives 

 
Our Values 

 Grace,  

Inclusion,  

Dignity,  

Faith and 

Hope 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes 
place on the land of traditional owners. 

We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and  

 Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments  
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the 

Parramatta LGA 
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Parramatta City Uniting Church: 

Introduction to Christian Meditation - a six-week course 

"Be still and know that I am God"  Psalm 46:10 

A six-week introductory course on Christian Meditation 

is being offered at Centenary Uniting Church. 

Where: Centenary Uniting Church, 

46 Sorrell Street, North Parramatta 

When:  Tuesday evenings, May 30 – July 4 

Time:  7.00pm to 8.00pm 

 
 

Meditation is an ancient form of silent prayer, sometimes called contemplation or the 

prayer of the heart. Its roots lie in the teaching of Jesus and the practice of the Desert 

Fathers in the 4th century. Its aim is to bring the distracted mind to silence and stillness 

and simply be in the presence of God. Even in our busy lives, this is possible. A       

Christian meditation group has met for several years at Northmead Uniting. With the 

commencement of Parramatta City Uniting Church, it seems timely to offer a new 

group. Why not come along and try this simple and peaceful form of prayer? The      

introductory course provides an opportunity to experience Christian meditation in a 

small group. We will learn about its origins and its relevance as a form of prayer that is 

so needed in   today’s world. Most importantly we will learn by doing, with a time of 

meditation each week. Those who wish to can continue as a meditation group after the 

six weeks.  

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Jon 

O’Brien: 0411 332 825 or jonmarkobrien@gmail.com You will also find a wealth of    

information and resources at the website of the World Community for Christian     

Meditation: https://wccm.org/  

mailto:jonmarkobrien@gmail.com
https://u23240826.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=37nIopcYmN3zlCSyLZ8tR6URQC8oI9FJJFqvP0flbDM-3DhgCT_4azfTuedDjgLoyhnH6Lt5nvFuof2DMQp9C0Sz14T8TAur-2Fzh6Y7Z4g8kZXtYYMzd8-2FVkRbcue-2Fjh-2BfvoZCxN-2Bq8-2FdIXWeirNQOwobDBFIj2NNVAqxoBt2IzL9LThXUNccHeaBgtls2oatS8JWJL-2
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Leigh Memorial Congregation 
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OUR COMMUNITY: THE PARRAMATTA TAPESTRY 
Just behind Leigh Memorial Church and the Phive building on Parramatta 

Square, you’ll find Australia’s second largest tapestry. It’s in a public access 

area in the P6 (Walker Corporation) building, along with some other large scale 

artworks. The tapestry is based on a design by Chris Kenyon and was woven 

by the Australian Tapestry Workshop using pure Australian wool. It depicts the 

original landscape of Parramatta known to traditional custodians, the             

Burramattagal people.  

 
 

RECONCILIATION WEEK: BE A VOICE FOR GENERATIONS 
For further information about Reconciliation Week 2023, please see the        
following video and join in our prayers for greater understanding, peace,       
fairness, equity and respect between our Australian communities:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-2PerYfxoE 
 

 

Foster your faith this week 
 

 

              Acts 2:1-21          Ps 104:24– 34, 35b 

 

1 Cor 12:3b-13         Jn 20:19-23 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-2PerYfxoE
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Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ 
 

Sunday 28th May 2023, 9.30am 
 

We warmly welcome Pastor Sarah Bishop who will be leading us in worship on 
this Pentecost Sunday and Reconciliation Week Sunday. 
 

Thank you Pastor Sarah and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Last Sunday it was a pleasure to hear from Reverend Vladimir who is safely 
back with us from his trip overseas. Vladimir reflected on the significance of 
what Jesus went about doing in His moment of crisis just before the last supper. 
Even as He was being plotted against, Jesus stayed despite the danger and did 
not abandon His disciples. He stayed together with His disciples and ‘formed a 
new society’ with this group of people with new values, new structures, and a 
new way. Jesus seeks that we live together as one – that we be equal. Thank 
you, Vladimir.             

NATIONAL UNITING IN PRAYER 
28 May – 22 June, 2023 

‘The National Prayer Chain is one of the most important parts of 
Uniting in Prayer, connecting every part of the Uniting Church – 
local communities, agencies, schools, and councils – to each other 
in prayer. Through the 26 days, your home community or part of 
the church is being invited to pray for two other Uniting Church 
communities and there will be communities holding yours in prayer. 
We hope the prayer chain will be a powerful expression of our    
national Church: as we live out our mission and ministry in unique 

ways, we are held by a common tradition and part of one family of Christ.’         

    Rev. Sharon Hollis 
  

Each of our worship communities have registered to pray for two other Uniting 
Churches in Australia as part of the UCA Assembly’s ‘Act 2’ project. 
 

The churches Westmead will be praying for are Western Link UC (SA) &     
Weston Creek UC (ACT) 
Between 28 May and 22 June, we’ll be remembering these churches in our 
Prayers of the People in worship, plus during other individual and group prayer 
times.  (If you would like further information please contact Jan, (0418 438 901) 
 

NEW PCUC GROUP: CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  
A six week introductory course in Christian Meditation will be commencing soon. 
No prior knowledge or experience with meditation is required.  
Where: Centenary Uniting Church, 46 Sorrell Street, North Parramatta  
When:       Tuesday evenings, May 30

th
 – July 4

th
 

Time:       7.00pm – 8.00pm  
Enquiries: Jon O’Brien: 0411 332 825 or jonmarkobrien@gmail.com  
 

The Westmead church community Prayer Chain continues to uphold those who 
need healing and support both within and outside of the congregation.  

Westmead Congregation 
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A special get better soon message for Don Haddon, our volunteer pianist – 
Don, your real live music gives an uplift to our hymns – we hope to see you 
soon. 
 

BIBLE STUDY:  Each Monday, 2.00pm  
Zoom Link:  https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512  
 

WESTMEAD WORSHIP LEADERS: May - June 2023 
 

28
th

 May:   Pastor Sarah Bishop 
4

th
   June:  Pastor Sarah Bishop 

11
th

 June:  Pastor Fil Kamotu 
18th June:  Pastor Fil Kamotu 
25

th
 June:  Rev. John Barr 

 

 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
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Leigh Fijian Congregation 

 
 
    

1. Lotu ena macawa oqo (Sigatabu ni Penitiko) 28/05: Na lotu ena macawa 
oqo na veisau vunau kei Fiji Parish. Vunau lesi kina Fiji Parish Senitiki Qata 
kei Sikeli Duwai. Vunau vakarau nai vakatawa Anare Vocea kei Serupepeli 
Nagatalevu. Tu vakarau ena veiliutaki kei na tali matasiga naba 2. 

 
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 04/06: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo na lotu ni 

vulavou na veiqaravi tiko kina ko talatala Samu Sadrata kei Pastor Filikesa 
Kamotu. Vunau vakarau Pastor Ofa Foiakau kei Pastor Filikesa Kamotu. 
Veiliutaki na soqosoqo ni tabagone. 

 
3. Lesoni ni macawa oqo (macawa ni Sovaraki ni Yalotabu – Penitiko) 

21/05 – 28/05: Cakacaka 2:1-21 Tiko Voli Mai Na Lekutu 11:24-30 Same 
104:24-34, 35  1 Korinica 12:3-13 Joni 20:19-23, 7:37-39 

 
4. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo 29/05 – 04/06: Vakatekivu 1:1 -2:4 Same 8 2 

Korinica 13:11-13 Maciu 28:16-20 
 

 
 

 

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei 
matai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu 
na galala ke o rawa ni qarava. 

Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei 
ira na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni   
Kamotu, S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison.Ko ratou na veiliutaki 
tiko ena nodatou vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni 
nodatou vavakoso.  Na nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding. Me nanumi na 
FNC ni tou na veiwaseitaka na veiqaravi kei na tolu na valelotu. Ena qaravi 
tiko na FNC ena Okotova ni yabaki mai oqo 2024. 

Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era mai 
sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti. 
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Parramatta Nepean Presbytery Fijian Congregations Combine Service at 

St Mary Uniting Church on 21 May 2023. 

Talatala Geoff with the Bula Feeding team on Tuesday night. 
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To all ministry agents and congregation and presbytery office bearers: 
 

 

Dear Friends  
 

 The Uniting Climate Action Network is gathering to plan next steps, 
and you’re invited!  
 

The Uniting Climate Action Network (UCAN) was established in 2021. It’s a way 
of connecting people in the Uniting Church and wider community who believe 
care for the earth and all its life matters. For many in the church this care is an 
important dimension of their faith, discipleship, and mission. For others, it’s a 
core personal conviction and value. For all, it’s a motivation to act – on climate 
change, protecting forests, reducing waste and pollution, for the health of our 
rivers, and many other concerns.  
 

UCAN’s vision is to foster, support and grow this type of action. Of course, we 
encourage members to join in advocacy on climate change as part of the Synod 
Climate Action Strategy (this Strategy was established by a resolution at the 
2019 Synod meeting). But we also aim to support the different issues and   
grassroots initiatives that our members and congregations are engaged in.  
 
 

To focus our efforts, UCAN is having an online next steps gathering on the even-
ing of Monday May 22, from 7.00pm-8.30pm . You and all interested people are 
invited to be part of it.  
 

Why now?  
 

It is nearly one year since the Federal election. There have been some positive 
developments in climate policy and practical action since then. But the latest 
report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reminds 
us   we need to ramp up the scale and urgency of action if we are to secure a 
safe climate future for all.   
 

 At the UCAN gathering we will:  
·  Reflect on what has happened in climate since the election and where we are 

at now  

·  Remind ourselves of how climate action fits with the faith and values of the 
Uniting Church and our own values  

·  Identify the key actions needed to reduce emissions nationally and what part 
we can play in those, as well as other concerns of members  

     Hear what resources and training we offer to support network members in 
both broader climate action and other grassroots environmental issues  

 

You don’t have to be an existing UCAN member to join in the forum. All those 
with an interest in environmental care and action on climate change are         
welcome.  
 

You can register for the UCAN next steps gathering here.  
 

If you have any questions or need more information please contact Jon O’Brien 
in the Uniting Advocacy team, on 0477 725 528 or at joobrien@uniting.org  
  
Jon O’Brien 
Social Justice Advocate  
UNITING  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/uniting-climate-action-network-next-steps-gathering-tickets-615335895227
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/uniting-climate-action-network-next-steps-gathering-tickets-615335895227
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/we-have-everything-we-need-to-fix-the-climate-crisis-but-we-need-to-do-it-now-20230320-p5cthx.html
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/we-have-everything-we-need-to-fix-the-climate-crisis-but-we-need-to-do-it-now-20230320-p5cthx.html
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/uniting-climate-action-network-next-steps-gathering-tickets-615335895227
mailto:joobrien@uniting.org
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The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for 

Our Community 
 

• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We 
give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help 
keep us all safe. 

• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging                             
conversations. 

 
PM Westmead 
 
 

• We ask for Your Holy Spirit to fall on those that battle ill health, and upon 
those that are awaiting tests and diagnoses – may suffering be eased and 
health restored - may you comfort loved ones who watch and wait. 

• For this week that is known as “Reconciliation Week” – may the path of unity 
and equality be established with love and understanding. May You reside in 
the hearts and minds of those who are hurt and all that try to make amends. 

• For those who feel the wind and cold as they sleep rough – We ask that You 
may provide resources of food, shelter, warmth, and services of support. 

• For wars in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Central Africa, Myanmar, Mexico and other 
parts of the world – we pray for peace to arrive, for compassion and dignity of 
human life to matter. 

• For those who struggle with loneliness, mental health challenges and condi-
tions not outwardly seen – we ask now that You be their companion and lov-
ing Father, inspiring them in their journey. 

• For those who are finding it hard to get employed/ those that have lost jobs – 
Lord, send Your guidance to them that they may be successful in their search 
and that they may find hope and meaning. 

 
 

PM Fijian  

• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond. 

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly  commissioned 
Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT. 

• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our 
wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of 
rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping rough. 

 
 

PM Korean Faith Community 

• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the revival of 
the church. 

• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who are not in 
good health). 

Prayer Points 
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PM Leigh Memorial 

• We pray for members who are unwell, and those experiencing anxiety and 
grief. 

• We prayerfully support those in our local communities who need additional 
care and support at this time, including people experiencing hunger,       
homelessness, addiction, family crisis and loneliness, in addition to those 
who assist them – such as devoted care-givers, nurses, doctors, community 
support teams and emergency workers; 

• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and forthcoming   
decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated ministry team, 
leaders, managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul and the team at 
Meals Plus, Cameron and the team at Westmead and for the life, witness 
and outreach work being conducted by our fellow Parramatta Mission &    
Parramatta City Uniting Church communities; 

• We pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and peace throughout the 
world, and for the realisation of an international spirit of inclusion,              
acceptance and love for all people. 

 
 

Wider Work 
 

For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team 

• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of grace, 
inclusion, dignity, faith and hope; 

• Rev Geoff Smith, Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC 
Chairperson, David and Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve. 

 
 

Prayer Points 

 

 

 Service & Zoom Information 
 

Leigh Memorial Congregation 

Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657 

 Meeting ID: 519 908 9657 
 

PCUC online service  
https://northmead.uca.org.au/  

 

Westmead Congregation 
 Time: Sunday 9.30am on site 

 

 Leigh Fijian Congregation 

Time: Sundays 11.15am on site   

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/jPCUCzvORmhqPrvi4rEHL?domain=uca-nswact.zoom.us
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/iPKMCyoN08urLLR1hZcuJY?domain=northmead.uca.org.au/
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Prayer Points may be sent to  
wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call  
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm) 
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Leigh Memorial Church  
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Westmead Church 
175 Hawkesbury Road  Westmead  NSW  2145 
9891 2277 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED  

 
 

Please contact our Lead Minister Geoff Smith for any pastoral needs. 
 
 

Rev Geoff Smith (Lead Minister)                                0407 416 377 

Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)   0431 759 573 

Rev John Barr         0400 694 540 

Pastor Fil Kamotu       0404 552 915 

 
 

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE  
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES 

 
 

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)  0433 320 588 
 

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)    0429 912 943 
 

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)    0432 772 852 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Contacts 

mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

