
   

 

OUR NEWS  
 

30th April 2023 
 

Our Vision 
 

A Community Transforming Lives 

 
Our Values 

 Grace,  

Inclusion,  

Dignity,  

Faith and Hope 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes 
place on the land of traditional owners. 

We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and  

present, and their emerging leaders. 

 Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments  
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the 

Parramatta LGA 
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Celebrating the PCUC! Artwork by Ken Morgan (2022) 
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Leigh Memorial Congregation 
 

REV GEOFF SMITH – INDUCTION 

This Sunday 30 April there will be NO services 

held at Leigh Memorial Uniting Church. Instead, 

from 2.00pm, an Induction service for the PCUC’s 

new Lead Minister, Geoff Smith (pictured at Leigh 

last month), will be taking place at the Centre for 

Ministry (Masons Drive, North Parramatta). It will 

be a combined PCUC service including all our    

worship communities – and will be followed by   

afternoon tea. Please bring a small plate of food 

to share & also speak with someone from our 

leaders’ team or VSAG if you would like to attend 

but aren’t sure of transport or have any other queries. NB: The site is fully     

accessible and includes onsite and street parking. All are welcome & we look 

forward to seeing you there!  
 

PHOTOS – Mandy’s farewell at Leigh Memorial 

A Darug funeral for Meals Plus attendee, Mandy, was held at Leigh Memorial 

last Friday. It included a smoking ceremony and didgeridoo (pictured), with a 

casket hand-painted in vivid Aboriginal designs including the image of a         

possum, which is a Darug totem. Parramatta Mission’s pastor and case worker 

Laurie Bessant led the service, which was also attended by representatives of 

other faiths and denominations, in addition to Meals Plus staff and volunteers – 

and members of the local community. Our continued prayers for Mandy’s friends 

and loved ones – and for Paul and all those at Meals Plus who worked hard 

throughout last week to give Mandy a meaningful farewell.  
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WORSHIP ARRANGEMENTS: MAY 

Sunday 7 May – Worship @ 9.30am – with Rev Geoff Smith, inc. Communion. 

Sunday 14 May – Worship @ 9.30am – inc. Mothers’ Day morning tea 

Sundays 21 & 28 May – Worship @ 9.30am. Further details to be advised. 
 

PASTORAL MESSAGE 
Our thoughts and prayers remain with those in our worship community who are 

unwell at the present time or facing other challenges. Contact details for the 

ministry team (Rev Geoff Smith, Rev John, Pastor Fil & Pastor Sarah) are in the 

newsletter. Rev Vladimir is still on leave. For assistance from the leaders’ team, 

please contact LeighMemorialUniting@gmail.com 
 

LOST PROPERTY IN THE CHURCH 

Members are reminded to check that they have their bags, glasses, Bibles, 

drink bottles, umbrellas, hats and other personal items with them when they 

depart the church. All lost property enquiries can be directed to the             

stewards. Thank you.  
 

MEALS PLUS UPDATE  

Parramatta Mission provides food and    

support services to assist the most         

vulnerable people in our community. This 

includes meals and emergency grocery        

assistance as well as onsite access to services 

to assist those who may be homeless, at risk 

of homelessness or facing crisis. Over the past 

few years, Meals Plus has also provided     

regular, free flu & COVID vaccination clinics 

onsite – including one this month. Each week, 

Meals Plus provides for people’s basic needs 

and works hard to support those who are homeless or disadvantaged. It also 

works to break the cycle of homelessness and poverty by providing quick     

solutions for people in need of emergency support. Meals Plus is open for 

breakfast and lunch from Monday to Friday. Between January and April this 

year, they’ve served 15, 534 meals. Other services include emergency food 

assistance, laundry and shower facilities, financial counselling, legal advice 

from visiting solicitors, housing advocacy, a Centrelink outreach service and 

referrals to accommodation services. It receives support from Centrelink,      

Financial Counsellors, Homeless Persons Legal Service, Housing NSW, 

Men2Home and other vital service providers. Many thanks to everyone who 

regularly supports Meals Plus! https://www.parramattamission.org.au/donate/ 
 

 

mailto:LeighMemorialUniting@gmail.com
https://www.parramattamission.org.au/donate/
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NEXT WEEK: ‘UNITINGWORLD SUNDAY’ – 7 MAY 

UnitingWorld says the following: “We’re launch-

ing a new initiative called ‘UnitingWorld Sunday’ 

to help churches deepen  relationships with our 

global partners and celebrate all that we do 

together. The funds you raise will make a big 

difference in the lives of our global neighbours!”  

To acknowledge ‘UnitingWorld Sunday’, 

members of all our worship communities 

are invited to access various resources and/

or make a donation via the website on 7 May – or at any time in the coming 

weeks, as able.  

For further information about the efforts of UnitingWorld in various global      

communities, please check the website: https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/

sunday/sunday-resources. 

 

 

 

Foster your faith this week 
 

 

 Acts 2:42-47       Ps 23  

 

1 Pt 2:19-25      Jn 10:1-10  

https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/sunday/sunday-resources
https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/sunday/sunday-resources
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Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ 
 

Sunday, 30th April 2023 –  
There will be NO service held at Westmead Church  
 
Instead, today we will combine with other congregations of the Parramatta 
City Uniting Church’s (PCUC), to witness Reverend Geoff Smith’s          
induction as Minister of the Word and Team Leader. 
 

This will take place at the Centre of Ministry, Masons Drive, North          
Parramatta, from 2.00pm.  
 

Afternoon tea will be served following the service. 
If you are able, a contribution of a plate of food for afternoon tea would be 
much appreciated. 
 

We look forward to officially welcoming Rev. Geoff and sharing this       
service with all PCUC members. 
 

Last Sunday Pastor Fil reflected on the story of “the road to Emmaus”. “If we 

want to understand God, we must understand the stories in the Gospel” – there 

is an “importance of recognising Jesus. He is always with us, walking alongside 

us but it is up to us to recognise His presence”. It is also important to share the 

Good News to others and to be His witnesses – we are called to abandon 

“attachments of this world” and to share Christ and follow Him. Thank you, Fil, 

for your message. 
 

WESTMEAD WORSHIP LEADER 7
th

 May:  Pastor Sarah Bishop 
 

BIBLE STUDY:  Each Monday, 2.00pm  
Zoom Link:  https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westmead Congregation 

 
MORNING MEDITATION with Campfire in the Heart 

Each weekday morning at 7.45-8.20am 
 

Campfire in the Heart – Morning Prayers 
Each weekday morning at 7.00-7.30am 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
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DIARY DATES:  
 
 

 
 
 

A bus trip is being planned for 17 May 2023. 
Pastor Fil and Lorna are in the process of planning a bus trip for the 
Westmead congregation and interested PCUC members. 
 

As yet, the details and destination are a work in progress and will be               
announced asap. 
 

There are 13 seats available in the church bus, so if you would like to be included in an 
enjoyable day together please contact Lorna - 0408 365 478. 
 

Saturday, 20th May 2023,  9.00am – 2.00pm  

Market Day at Pitt Town Uniting Church, Bathurst Street, Pitt Town 
 

The Market Day will be held to raise further funds for the building of freshwater 
wells in West Papua.  
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Leigh Fijian Congregation 

 
1. Lotu ena macawa oqo 30/04: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo na lotu coko-
vata ni PCUC/PNP combine services. Na qaravi tiko kina na induction service 
vei na noda talatala vou ko Rev Geoff Smith. Na qaravi tiko na lotu ena Centre 
for Ministry (Mason Drive North Parramatta). Na lotu ena tekivu na 2pm. 
 
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 07/05: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo na qaravi 
tiko kina na lotu ni vulavou. Rau na vakaitavi tiko kina ko Rev Geoff Smith kei    
Pastor Filikesa Kamotu. Na veiqaravi tiko kina na soqosoqo ni mataveitokani. 
Vunau vakarau Pastor Filikesa Kamotu. Na qaravi tale tiko ga na sakaramede 
ni vakayakavi ni Turaga, rau na tuirara ni sakaramede ko Pastor Filikesa     
Kamotu kei Sikeli Duwai 
 
3. Lesoni ni macawa oqo 24/04 – 30/04: Cakacaka 2:42-47 Same 23  1 Pita 
2:19-25 Joni 10:1-10 
 
4. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo 1/05 – 7/05: Cakacaka 7:55-60 Same 31:1-5,    
15-16 Pita 2:2-10 Joni 14:1-14 
 
5. Vakavinavinaka levu na kena sa qaravi rawa na nodra KCO na matawilivola 
ni sigatabu. Vinaka vakalevu vei kemudou nai tubutubu dou a veitokoni tiko 
ena nodra keba. 
 
6. Na sigatabu ni tina ena I ka 14 ni Me. 

 
 

 

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei matai 
ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu na galala ke 
o rawa ni qarava. 

Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei ira na 
nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni Kamotu, S 
Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison.Ko ratou na veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou 
vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni nodatou vavako-
so.  Na nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding. Me nanumi na FNC ni tou na 
veiwaseitaka na veiqaravi kei na tolu na valelotu. Ena qaravi tiko na FNC ena 
Okotova ni yabaki mai oqo 2024. 

Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era mai sasa-
ga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti. 
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KCO (Kids Camp Out - Parramatta-Nepean Presbytery) at  
Wedderburn, 22 - 23 April 
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The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for 

Our Community 
 

• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We 
give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help 
keep us all safe. 

• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging                             
conversations. 

 
PM Westmead 

• For those who are unwell, those battling chronic illnesses, and those waiting 
for diagnosis – Lord we ask that Your love and care be with these. May You 
ease suffering and lead the medical team to the right care. 

• For the homeless and those living in a day-to-day existence without food, 
proper clothing, and medicine – We ask that their needs become apparent to 
us and that they receive Your hope, care and love from people around them. 

• For the war in Ukraine and in other parts of the world – we pray that Your 
peace begins to infiltrate, and that neighbourly love and empathy will stamp 
out suffering. We pray that poorer nations relying on resources from Ukraine, 
may begin to see resources arrive again. 

• For those who have suddenly lost their jobs and for those who are in financial 
crises – We pray that Your hope will shine in their darkest moments and that 
they may be able to strive to go ahead with success. 

• For countries suffering drought, famine and those where devastation has 
struck with extreme weather – we pray for aid to be able to be accessed and 
for Your help to be with those on the ground supplying aid. 

 

PM Fijian  

• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond. 

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly  commissioned 
Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT. 

• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our 
wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of 
rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping rough. 

 
 

PM Korean Faith Community 

• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the revival of 
the church. 

• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who are not in 
good health). 

Prayer Points 
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PM Leigh Memorial 

• We pray for members who are unwell, and those experiencing anxiety and 
grief. 

• We prayerfully support those in our local communities who need additional 
care and support at this time, including people experiencing hunger,       
homelessness, addiction, family crisis and loneliness, in addition to those 
who assist them – such as devoted care-givers, nurses, doctors, community 
support teams and emergency workers; 

• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and forthcoming   
decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated ministry team, 
leaders, managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul and the team at 
Meals Plus, Cameron and the team at Westmead and for the life, witness 
and outreach work being conducted by our fellow Parramatta Mission &    
Parramatta City Uniting Church communities; 

• We pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and peace throughout the 
world, and for the realisation of an international spirit of inclusion,              
acceptance and love for all people. 

 
 

Wider Work 
 

For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team 

• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of grace, 
inclusion, dignity, faith and hope; 

• Rev Geoff Smith, Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC 
Chairperson, David and Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve. 

 
 

 

Prayer Points 

 

 

 Service Information 
 

PCUC Combined Service 

For all our worship communities  

 from 2.00pm  

Induction service for the PCUC’s new Lead Minister 

Geoff Smith  

at the Centre for Ministry (Masons Drive, North Parramatta).  
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Prayer Points may be sent to  
wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call  
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm) 
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Leigh Memorial Church  
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Westmead Church 
175 Hawkesbury Road  Westmead  NSW  2145 
9891 2277 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED  

 
 

Please contact our Lead Minister Geoff Smith for any pastoral needs. 
 
 

Rev Geoff Smith (Lead Minister)                                0407 416 377 

Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)   0431 759 573 

Rev John Barr         0400 694 540 

Pastor Fil Kamotu       0404 552 915 

 
 

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE  
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES 

 
 

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)  0433 320 588 
 

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)    0429 912 943 
 

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)    0432 772 852 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Contacts 

mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

