
   

 

OUR NEWS  
 

16th April 2023 
 

Our Vision 
 

A Community Transforming Lives 

 
Our Values 

 Grace,  

Inclusion,  

Dignity,  

Faith and Hope 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes 
place on the land of traditional owners. 

We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and  

present, and their emerging leaders. 

 Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments  
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the 

Parramatta LGA 
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Foster your faith this week 
 

 

 Acts 2:14a, 22-32           Ps 16  
 

1 Pt 1:3-9             Jn 20:19-31  
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Leigh Memorial Congregation 
  

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

This Sunday 16
th

 April (the second Sunday in the liturgical season of Easter), 
we’ll be gathering for worship Onsite + Zoom at Leigh Memorial at 9.30am with 
Rev John Barr. The theme of John’s Reflection this week is “bad” and “good” 
Religion. NB: Thanks again to everyone who contributed to our happy Easter 
Sunday worship time with Leigh Fijian last week (pictured) and a wonderful 
morning tea together after the service. Moderator Rev Simon Hansford’s    
inspirational Easter reflection ‘Walking in the Silence’ is available via the 
following link:  https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/resources/easter-2023/ 
 

 
 
 

PASTORAL MESSAGE 
Our thoughts and prayers remain with those in our worship community who are 
unwell at the present time or facing other challenges. We also pray for “safe 
travels” for those among us who are currently travelling locally, interstate or 
overseas. Contact details for the ministry team (Rev Geoff Smith, Rev John, 
Pastor Fil & Pastor Sarah) are in the newsletter. Rev Vladimir remains on leave. 
The Leigh leaders/worship team can be contacted via the Leigh Memorial email:  
LeighMenorialUniting@gmail.com 
 

WORSHIP – APRIL  

Sunday 16 April – Worship @ 9.30am with Rev John Barr 
Sunday 23 April – Worship @ 9.30am with Rev Geoff Smith 
Sunday 30 April – Worship @ 2.00pm, Centre for Ministry (Combined PCUC 
service) 

https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/resources/easter-2023/
mailto:LeighMenorialUniting@gmail.com
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INVITATION TO REV GEOFF’S INDUCTION 
On Sunday 30 April there will be NO services held at Leigh Memorial. Instead, 
from 2.00pm, the Induction service for the PCUC’s new Lead Minister,       
Rev Geoff Smith will be taking place at the Centre for Ministry (Masons Drive, 
North Parramatta) as a combined PCUC service – followed by afternoon tea. 
Please speak with the leaders’ team if you would like to attend but aren’t sure of 
transport, or need any further information or assistance. NB: The site is fully 
accessible and includes onsite and street parking. We are all looking forward to 
formally welcoming Geoff and acknowledging his commencement. All Welcome! 
 

‘GLOBAL NEIGHBOURS’ – A MESSAGE FROM UNITING WORLD 
“That's a wrap! Thank you for being a part of Lent Event 2023. We hope the last 
40 days have been an enriching time for you as you've taken the opportunity to 
intentionally pray, live simply and give. We're also immensely grateful for the 
difference you've made in the lives of our global neighbours through your    
fundraising and support. We still have “Global Neighbours” Bible Studies in 
stock (please check the website). This resource has been prepared for you to 
use at any time to discover how to be a good global neighbour – with             
inspirational lessons from our partners around the world.” 
 

A VIEW FROM THE NEW ‘MACQUARIE LANE’… 
Following the recent change to traffic exits from the Parramatta Mission/ Leigh 
Memorial site on Macquarie Street – ie. one way along the new ‘Macquarie 
Lane’ onto Smith Street – the view back to the church includes some of the new 
buildings in Parramatta Square and the Holdmark building to the right. The 
‘scale’ of buildings in this image is also significant. Leigh Memorial (with its   
original spire) was once the tallest building in Parramatta! NB: Metro rail       
construction work is gradually increasing near us and will continue for some 
time. The Light Rail is due to commence operating in 2024. 
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Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ 
 

Sunday 16th April 2023, 9.30am 
 

 

Pastor Fil will be leading us in Worship today. Thank you, Fil. There will also be 
a Thanksgiving included in the service. (See details below). 
 

As we journey forward in the Easter season, we remember the joy of Christ’s 
resurrection and the hope it brings. 
 

Good Friday Worship at Westmead was very well attended 
by the combined congregations of the PCUC (Parramatta 
City Uniting Church) 
 – a special thanks to Reverend Geoff Smith and Reverend 
John Barr for conducting the service.  
A thank you also to everyone who took part in the service. 
 

Easter Sunday Service was led by Pastor Fil. Fil reflected 
on the reason for celebrating Easter. It is a reminder that 
God took pain, suffering,  
sorrow and death upon Himself and turned it into New Life.  
“Easter is the continuing presence of Christ in our life – it is 
a promise that points to a future of love, joy and hope”.  
“Look for the things that offer us life –  (don’t seek Jesus in the dead)”.  
Thank you, Fil, for your encouraging message. 
 

Greg and Robyn Hallinan continue to be in our prayers. 

WESTMEAD WORSHIP:  APRIL  2023. 
 

16
th

 April: Pastor Fil Kamotu 
A Thanksgiving will be included in the service and you are invited to bring along 
non-perishable food items which will later be donated to Meals Plus.                                                        
 

23
rd

 April: Pastor Fil Kamotu. 

REV. GEOFF SMITH’S INDUCTION: 

 

Sunday, 30 April - Geoff Smith’s induction as the PCUC’s Lead Minister will 
take place from 2.00pm at the Centre for Ministry, North. Parramatta. 
There will be no worship services held at PCUC churches on this Sunday.  
 

Saturday, 20
th

 May 2023 
On 22 October 2022 a number of PCUC people attended a very informative 
Grantham Heights gathering where Guest Speaker, Rebecca Andrews, spoke 
about the work of building freshwater wells in West Papua.  

Westmead Congregation 
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This work is ongoing and a Market Day will be held at Pitt Town Uniting Church 
on 20

th
 May 2023 to raise further funds for this ministry. (for further information- 

see flyer). 
 
BIBLE STUDY:  Each Monday, 2.00pm  
         Zoom Link:  https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512  
 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
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Leigh Fijian Congregation 
 
 
1. Lotu ni macawa oqo 16/04: Na lotu ena macawa oqo ena veisau vunau tiko 
na Parramatta Nepian Presbytery. Veisau vunau kei Campbelltown. Rau na gole 
yani ki Campbelltown na chairman Sosiceni Toa kei Epeli Semani. Vunau 
vakarau Sireli Tuiloma kei Senitiki Qata. Tu vakarau ena veiliutaki wasewase 
naba 1. 

 
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 23/04: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo na veisau 
vunau kei Fiji Parish. Rau na gole yani kina Fiji Parish Sireli Tuiloma kei Senitiki 
Qata. Vunau vakarau nai vakatawa Anare Vocea kei Serupepeli Nagatalevu. Tu 
vakarau na veiliutaki wasewase naba 2. 
 
3. Lesoni ni macawa oqo 10/04 – 16/04: Cakacaka 2:14, 22-32 Same 16  1 
Pita 1:3-9 Joni 20:19-31 

 
4. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo 17/04 – 23/04: Cakacaka 2:14, 36-41 Same 
116:1-4  1 Pita 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35 

 
5. Na Kids Camp Out ena qaravi tiko ena macawa mai oqo nai ka 22 kina 23. 

 
 
 

 
 

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei 
matai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu 
na galala ke o rawa ni qarava. 

Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei 
ira na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni   
Kamotu, S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison.Ko ratou na veiliutaki 
tiko ena nodatou vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni 
nodatou vavakoso.  Na nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding. Me nanumi na 
FNC ni tou na veiwaseitaka na veiqaravi kei na tolu na valelotu. Ena qaravi 
tiko na FNC ena Okotova ni yabaki mai oqo 2024. 

Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era mai 
sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti. 
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Vakavinavinaka vakalevu ni mai tomani tale tiko na 
veiqaravi ni Bula Feeding ena yakavi ni Tusiti. 
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The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for 

Our Community 
 

• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We 
give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help 
keep us all safe. 

• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging                             
conversations. 

 
PM Westmead 
 
 

• Those especially in our hearts and congregations that are ill or are battling 
severe health conditions – We especially pray for strength for family        
members as they care for their loved ones and wait in hope. 

• For doctors, nurses and other health care professionals – Lord we ask that 
You provide renewed strength and wisdom each day that they may be able to 
serve well. May You bless them with hope, energy, and love. 

• For the arrival of peace in Ukraine and other war-torn countries in the world – 
We pray especially for the poorer nations that are being affected by the war 
in Ukraine. 

• Those who are facing conflicting decisions in life, those facing mental health 
challenges and those that are unheard – We pray that You may provide   
comfort, guidance and understanding. 

• For the homeless, hungry and thirsty and for those who encounter instability 
in their homes due to poverty, financial hardship, abuse – Lord grant Your 
light to shine through to them that they may see respite and be given hope 
and joy. 

 
 

PM Fijian  

• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond. 

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly  commissioned 
Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT. 

• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our 
wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of 
rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping rough. 

 
 

PM Korean Faith Community 

• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the revival of 
the church. 

• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who are not in 
good health). 

Prayer Points 
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PM Leigh Memorial 

• We pray for members who are unwell, and those experiencing anxiety and 
grief. 

• We prayerfully support those in our local communities who need additional 
care and support at this time, including people experiencing hunger,       
homelessness, addiction, family crisis and loneliness, in addition to those 
who assist them – such as devoted care-givers, nurses, doctors, community 
support teams and emergency workers; 

• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and forthcoming   
decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated ministry team, 
leaders, managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul and the team at 
Meals Plus, Cameron and the team at Westmead and for the life, witness 
and outreach work being conducted by our fellow Parramatta Mission &    
Parramatta City Uniting Church communities; 

• We pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and peace throughout the 
world, and for the realisation of an international spirit of inclusion,              
acceptance and love for all people. 

 
 

Wider Work 
 

For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team 

• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of grace, 
inclusion, dignity, faith and hope; 

• Rev Geoff Smith, Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC 
Chairperson, David and Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve. 

 
 

 

Prayer Points 

 

 

 Service & Zoom Information 
 

 

Leigh Memorial Congregation 

Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657 

 Meeting ID: 519 908 9657 
 

Westmead Congregation 

 Time: Sunday 9.30am on site 
 

 

 Leigh Fijian Congregation 

Time: Sundays 11.15am on site   

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/jPCUCzvORmhqPrvi4rEHL?domain=uca-nswact.zoom.us
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Prayer Points may be sent to  
wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call  
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm) 
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Leigh Memorial Church  
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Westmead Church 
175 Hawkesbury Road  Westmead  NSW  2145 
9891 2277 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED  

 
 

Please contact our Lead Minister Geoff Smith for any pastoral needs. 
 
 

Rev Geoff Smith (Lead Minister)                                0407 416 377 

Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)   0431 759 573 

Rev John Barr         0400 694 540 

Pastor Fil Kamotu       0404 552 915 

 
 

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE  
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES 

 
 

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)  0433 320 588 
 

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)    0429 912 943 
 

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)    0432 772 852 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Contacts 

mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

