
   

 

OUR NEWS  
 

12th March 2023 
 

Our Vision 
 

A Community Transforming Lives 

 
Our Values 

 Grace,  

Inclusion,  

Dignity,  

Faith and 

Hope 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes 
place on the land of traditional owners. 

We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and  

present, and their emerging leaders. 

 

 Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments  
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the 

Parramatta LGA 
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Foster your faith this week 

 

 Ex 17:1-7           Ps 95  

 

Rom 5:1-11        Jn 4:5-42  
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Leigh Memorial Congregation 

  

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

This Sunday 12 March, we’ll be gathering for worship Onsite + Zoom at Leigh 

Memorial at 9.30am with Rev. Vladimir Korotkov. All Welcome. 

 

KEY EVENTS: 18 & 19 MARCH  

1. A PCUC ‘Vision & Values’ gathering will be held at Centenary UC from 

9.00am – 1.00pm next Saturday 18 March, inc. morning tea. All welcome. 

Enquiries: Fiona or David;  

 

2. Rev Geoff Smith will be conducting his first 9.30am service at Leigh         

Memorial on Sunday 19 March. Everyone is warmly invited to come and 

welcome Geoff – and to join us for a special morning tea after worship. 

Please bring a plate of food to share; 

 

3. On Sunday 19 March, ‘Jazz on Hammers’ (lively music - shared meal - 

good company) will be taking place at Northmead Uniting from 6pm. All    

welcome. 

 

PASTORAL MESSAGE 

Our prayers remain with all those in need of additional support at this time,      

including members who are unwell, grieving or requiring special care.  

NB: Contact details for the pastoral team are in the newsletter. NB: Rev Vladimir 

will be on leave between 22 March and 4 May. 

 

PARRAMATTA MISSION FUNDRAISING DINNER 

On Thursday 30 March, Parramatta Mission will be hosting a ‘Rich               

Person-Poor Person’ fundraising dinner in the Parramatta Mission Hall, 6.00 – 

8.30pm. Tickets are $50 per person and are available through ‘Humanitix’. 

PCUC members are warmly invited to attend.  

https://events.humanitix.com/rich-person-poor-person fundraiser?

_ga=2.122517963.1716700696.1678010263-271680351.1677633849 

https://events.humanitix.com/rich-person-poor-person%20fundraiser?_ga=2.122517963.1716700696.1678010263-271680351.1677633849
https://events.humanitix.com/rich-person-poor-person%20fundraiser?_ga=2.122517963.1716700696.1678010263-271680351.1677633849
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FRIENDSHIP GROUP LUNCH: MARCH – Photos by Ruth Cameron.  

 

REACHING OUT TO THE WIDER WORLD… 

To donate to Lent Event 2023, or to learn more about this inspirational program 

and its goals for supporting & transforming lives in international communities, 

please check the website: 

https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/event/lent-event/home 

 

EASTER 2023 – PLEASE JOIN US! 

Thursday 6 April – 7.00pm: Combined PCUC Tenebrae service @ Centenary. 

Friday 7 April – 9.00am: Combined PCUC Good Friday service @ Westmead. 

Sunday 9 April – 10.00am: Combined Leigh Memorial & Leigh Fijian Easter 

Sunday service @ Leigh Memorial, followed by an Easter morning tea. 

 

DIARY DATE: REV GEOFF SMITH’S INDUCTION 

On Sunday 30 April from 2.00pm, everyone in the PCUC is encouraged to   

attend the Induction of Lead Minister Rev Geoff Smith at the Centre for Ministry, 

Nth. Parramatta, followed by afternoon tea. NB: There will be no morning     

services at Leigh, Westmead or Northmead on 30 April. 

https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/event/lent-event/home
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY: EMBRACE EQUITY 

This worldwide event was officially celebrated on Wednesday 8 March, however 

our church acknowledgements were held last weekend, including the wonderful 

PM & PCUC Women’s High Tea organised by PM’s Community Meals Coordi-

nator and Leigh Fijian member, Sue Rogoimuri. At the High Tea, Rev Vinnie 

Ravetali, Inise Foi’akau and Liz de Reland brought messages of hope, with Liz 

sharing the courageous story of Mission pioneer Catherine Leigh and a “five 

finger – key words” prompt based on Mrs Leigh’s special qualities as inspiration 

in our congregation’s current action and forward planning for women’s equity 

and development: 1. Faith (our cornerstone); 2. Hard Work (crucial for bringing 

about positive change); 3. Inner Strength (something worth fostering because it 

can move mountains!); 4. Compassion (central to our Christian outlook) & 5. 

Vision (a critical element in facilitating change for the common good). IWD 

(International Women’s Day) is a time to reflect on progress, to call for change 

and to celebrate the courage and determination of the women who have 

changed history, and those who are consistently advancing gender equity in our 

present time and into the future. Imagine a gender equal world? A world free of 

bias, stereotypes, and discrimination. A world that's diverse, equitable, and in-

clusive. A world where difference is valued and celebrated. Together we can 

forge ahead for women. Collectively we can “Embrace Equity” - Celebrate 

women's achievement – Raise awareness about discrimination. Let’s con-

tinue as a congregation to pray, strive and take compassionate action to 

drive gender parity. https://www.internationalwomensday.com/ 

 

 

 

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
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Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ 
 

Sunday 12th March 2023, 9.30am 
 
 

Our call to Worship this morning will be led by Reverend John Barr. Thank you, 

Rev. John - Westmead warmly welcomes you back. 

 

Last Sunday Rev. Vladimir spoke on ‘entering the light’ from ‘the darkness of 

unknowing’ that is created and entrenched deep in our minds and hearts by   

society, rules and habits. We build ‘walls’ in our minds in how we perceive    

ourselves and others leading to a ‘reduced existence’. Jesus invites us to work 

in consultation with others, to let go of unnecessary power and discrimination 

based on age, gender, race, sexual orientation and other differences that can 

lead to exclusion – Jesus loves us equally and invites us to do the same. Thank 

you for your beautiful reflection, Vladimir. 

 

We continue to hold in prayer, those with special requests, those unwell and 

those grieving through our Prayer Chain. 

                                                  

WESTMEAD WORSHIP - FEBRUARY 2023 

All services begin on site at 9.30am. 
 

12
th
 March: Rev John Barr 

19
th
 March: Pastor Fil Kamotu 

26
th
 March: Rev. John Barr 

2
nd

 April Palm Sunday + Holy Communion: Rev. Geoff Smith  

Westmead Congregation 
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Sat 18

th
 March – 9am- 1pm PCUC ‘Vision and Values’ Morning at Centenary 

Church,  

North Parramatta - will include lunch for those able to stay. 

Similar meetings held before proved to be interesting and integrated with fellow 

church members going away with a firmer understanding of what our church’s 

commitments are – we look forward to seeing you there! 

 
Sat 19

th
 March – Jazz on Hammers @Northmead Church including dinner. 

 
 
EASTER SERVICES: 
 
Thursday  6 April – 7.00pm, Tenebrae Service (Maundy Thursday)                   
                                  at Centenary Church, North Parramatta 
 
Friday  7 April – 9.00am Good Friday Combined Service at Westmead    
 
Sunday  9 April – Easter Sunday. Usual Westmead time of 9.30am 
 
BIBLE STUDY:  Each Mondays, 2.00pm            

                           Zoom Link:  https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512  
 

  
ENQUIRIES:   

Chairperson:  Jan Robson:  0418 438 901       

Administration &  

Liturgy Co-ordinator: Lorna Porter: 0408 365 478       

Prayer Chain Requests: Ruth Geggie : 0430 271 205 

Newsletter & 

Technology:     Cheryl Shyam: 0432 436 999 

Technology:               Alysa Biju:  E-mail: westmead.uca@gmail.com  

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
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Leigh Fijian Congregation 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Lotu ena macawa oqo 12/03: Na lotu ena macawa oqo e rau na vunau tiko 

kina ko Adi Akisi Allison kei Suguta Rogoimuri. Vunau vakarau Emosi       
Rogoimuri kei Josefa Foiakau. Tu vakarau ena veiliutaki matamasumasu 
naba 1. 

 
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 19/03: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo sa nodratou 

I lesilsei ni PNP. Vunau lesi Emosi Rogoimuri kei Josefa Foiakau. Vunau 
vakarau Viliame Kamotu kei Taito Dovibua. Tu vakarau na veiliutaki matama-
sumasu naba 2. 

 
3. Lesoni ni macawa oqo (Lent 3) 06/03-12/03: Lako Yani 17:1-7 Same 95, 

Roma 5:1-11, Joni 4:5-42 
 
4. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo (Lent 4) 13/03-19/03:  1 Samuela 16:1-13, 

Same 23, Efeso 5:8-14 Joni 9:1-41 
 
 
 

 
 

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei 
matai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu 
na galala ke o rawa ni qarava. 

Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei 
ira na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni 
Kamotu, S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison.Ko ratou na        
veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara 
ena loma ni nodatou vavakoso.  Na nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding. 

Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era 
mai sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti. 
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The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for 

Our Community 
 

• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We 
give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help 
keep us all safe. 

• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging                             
conversations. 

 
 

PM Westmead 
 

• For those dear to our hearts as well as those unknown to us, that are      
awaiting results of tests or are unwell – Lord we ask that the right medical 
solution be found. May you send Your Holy Spirit upon these and bring good 
health once more. 

• For those that are suffering in war-torn regions of the world – We ask for 
peace to arrive, especially in Ukraine as the war escalates prices of food and 
commodities, felt most in poorer countries. 

• For those that have suddenly lost their jobs and left in a limbo – we pray that 
these workers may be re-instated in other work places and be able to       
continue supporting themselves and the people that are relying on them. 

• For the extremes in weather that occur here and around the world – we pray 
for wisdom in placing climate preserving actions both by us and our          
Governments. 

• For the homeless, the hungry and those battling the costs of living – We ask 
for Your help in multiplying the aid that is received. We pray for care and   
support for the homeless. 

• For the many that battle silently with mentally challenging issues, with grief, 
with loneliness or with other personal issues that only You are aware of– We 
pray for Your divine love and peace to be ever present to them - May the love 
of people around them strengthen them to carry on. 

 

PM Fijian  

• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond. 

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly  commissioned 
Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT. 

• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our 
wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of 
rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping rough. 

 
 

PM Korean Faith Community 

• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the revival of 
the church. 

• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who are not in 

Prayer Points 



 19 

 

 
 

 

PM Leigh Memorial 

• We pray for members who are unwell, and those experiencing anxiety and 
grief. 

• We prayerfully support those in our local communities who need additional 
care and support at this time, including people experiencing hunger,       
homelessness, addiction, family crisis and loneliness, in addition to those 
who assist them – such as devoted care-givers, nurses, doctors, community 
support teams and emergency workers; 

• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and forthcoming   
decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated ministry team, 
leaders, managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul and the team at 
Meals Plus, Cameron and the team at Westmead and for the life, witness 
and outreach work being conducted by our fellow Parramatta Mission &    
Parramatta City Uniting Church communities; 

• We pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and peace throughout the 
world, and for the realisation of an international spirit of inclusion,              
acceptance and love for all people. 

 
 

Wider Work 
 

For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team 

• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of grace, 
inclusion, dignity, faith and hope; 

• Rev Geoff Smith, Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC 
Chairperson, David and  Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve. 

 
 

 

Prayer Points 

 

 

 Service & Zoom Information 
 

 

Leigh Memorial Congregation 

Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657 

 Meeting ID: 519 908 9657 
 

Westmead Congregation 

 Time: Sunday 9.30am on site 
 

 

 Leigh Fijian Congregation 

Time: Sundays 11.15am on site   

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/jPCUCzvORmhqPrvi4rEHL?domain=uca-nswact.zoom.us
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Prayer Points may be sent to  
wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call  
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm) 
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Leigh Memorial Church  
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 
9891 2277 
 

Westmead Church 
175 Hawkesbury Road  Westmead  NSW  2145 
9891 2277 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED  

 
 

Please contact our Lead Minister Geoff Smith for any pastoral needs. 
 
 

Rev Geoff Smith (Lead Minister)                                0407 416 377 

Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)   0431 759 573 

Rev John Barr         0400 694 540 

Pastor Fil Kamotu       0404 552 915 

 
 

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE  
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES 

 
 

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)  0433 320 588 
 

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)    0429 912 943 
 

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)    0432 772 852 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Contacts 

mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

