OUR NEWS
20th November 2022

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values
Grace,
Inclusion,
Dignity,
Faith and
Hope
Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the
Parramatta LGA
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes
place on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and
present, and their emerging leaders.
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Parramatta City Uniting Church

ADVENT 2022
Special Events – All welcome!

Friday 25 November

6.30pm: Christmas Carols & Sausage Sizzle – The Hills School, Mary
St; Northmead

Thursday 8 December

6.00pm: ‘Service of Solace’ – Uniting Retirement Village/Aged Care,
Caroline St; Westmead

Sunday 18 December

6.00pm: ‘Jazz on Hammers’ Christmas Celebration (inc. Carols &
BBQ)
@ Northmead Uniting Church

Friday 23 December

11.00am – 2.00pm: Community Christmas Lunch & ‘Open Church’
@ Parramatta Mission

Saturday 24 December

7.30pm: Christmas Eve Carols Service – Centenary Uniting Church

Christmas Day services
8.00am: Northmead Uniting Church
9.00am: Leigh Memorial Uniting Church
(Onsite + Zoom: https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657)
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SYDNEY ALLIANCE FORUM
A Sydney Alliance forum will be taking place at Parramatta Mission on
Wednesday 30 November, 6 - 8pm. Matt Kean, the NSW treasurer, will be
special guest. A team of congregation helpers is being organised. If you would
like to help, please contact Robert or Liz. NB: Attendees (inc. congregation
volunteers and general participants) also need to register in advance:
https://events.humanitix.com/parramatta-assembly-with-nsw-treasurer-mattkean

UNITING WORLD
Please use the following link to find out more about Uniting World’s ‘Clean
Water’ fundraising and development program in Papua New Guinea:
info@unitingworld.org.au – and please also consider giving to the organisation’s Christmas fundraiser (‘Everything in Common – Fight Poverty & Build
Hope’): https://everythingincommon.com.au/

Foster your faith this week
Jer 23:1-6
Col 1:11-20

Lk 1:68-79
Lk 23:33-43
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Leigh Memorial Congregation
WORSHIP @ LEIGH MEMORIAL
We look forward to seeing you this Sunday, 20 November @ 9.30am with Rev.
Ben Gilmour.
PASTORAL MESSAGE
Our prayers remain with everyone in the congregation who needs additional
support and uplift at this time. Contact numbers for the pastoral team are in the
newsletter. NB: As we experience another wave of COVID – please don’t attend
worship or other gatherings if you’re unwell, and please follow all the familiar
measures to protect our most vulnerable members. Masks are particularly
recommended in crowded public settings where ventilation and sufficient
distancing aren’t possible. Thank you.
NEW ARTWORK: WE BELONG
We have a wonderful new mural in the Leigh Memorial-Meals Plus courtyard!
“Many thanks” to Ken Morgan for his vibrant design and encouraging wording.
“We Belong” emerged from our recent PCUC service and its theme of
‘Belonging’ and is a message that emphasises inclusion, acceptance and a
warm welcome to our site. Please visit the courtyard to see Ken’s art at your
next opportunity. NB: ‘We Belong’ decals used within the artwork were
generously supplied by the ‘Australian Tint Wizard’ company, North Rocks.
Many thanks to director Jeff Cureton and staff.

COMING SOON…
Friday 25 November: 7.00pm, Northmead Uniting Christmas Carols & sausage
sizzle @ The Hills School, Mary Street, Northmead. RSVPs not required.
Sunday 27 November (First Sunday in Advent): 9.30am @ Leigh (Rev John) +
Leigh Memorial ‘Giving Tree’ commences.
Wednesday 30 November: Sydney Alliance event (evening) at PM (details
below).
Saturday 3 December: PCUC ‘Vision’ Day at Centenary (ie. Commencing at
10.00am and concluding with a sausage sizzle at lunchtime, the morning will
involve key discussion regarding the congregation’s future directions).
All welcome. Enquiries: David or Fiona (VSAG).
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LEIGH MEMORIAL GIVING TREE – STARTS NEXT SUNDAY!
From Sunday 27 November, we’ll be collecting non-perishable food under our
Leigh Memorial Christmas tree on Sunday mornings. This will be used by
Meals Plus for food hampers during the festive season. NB: Please make sure
that donated items are ‘in-date’. Many thanks.
ADVENT 2022 PROGRAM – PCUC
The Parramatta City Uniting Church’s Advent “special events” program is
available in this week’s newsletter and on the PM website.
All welcome! Enquiries: LeighMemorialUniting@gmail.com (Parramatta events)
or nuchurch@bigpond.net.au (Northmead-Centenary events).

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH & OPEN CHURCH
This year, our congregation will be participating in a very special Christmas
event at Parramatta Mission – a Christmas Lunch & Open Church with the
community, 11am – 2pm on Friday 23 December. Volunteers are needed for
tasks such as food preparation and service, plus spending quality time and
sharing some Christmas cheer with attendees. We’ll also have the church
open during the event, plus there will be live music. ** If you would like to
volunteer, please see Robert or Liz: LeighMemorialUniting@gmail.com Also,
the Mission’s Christmas fundraising initiatives this year include a fresh ‘Donate
a Plate’ appeal. To find out more, please check the following link:
https://www.parramattamission.org.au/donateaplate/
CHRISTMAS BOWL 2022
To give hope and better health to refugees this Christmas, please consider
giving to the 2022 Christmas Bowl appeal:
https://christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au/

Following

is

an

encouraging

comment by Rev Sharon Hollis, President of the UCA:
“One of the things that most amazes me about the Christmas story is the
vulnerability and risk of the story. We see this in God choosing a young
woman, not someone of high profile to give birth to Jesus the Christ. Jesus is
born vulnerable to all the diseases and illness of early childhood. His family
has to flee a government opposed to his birth and become refugees. He grows
up in a country occupied by a foreign force. In this story of risk and vulnerability
we witness God’s willingness to enter fully into human experiences of
uncertainty, suffering and injustice. In Jesus Christ, we know the hope of God
who is not apart from the suffering of the world but has entered into the
precariousness of human existence and who stands with all who suffer. The
Christmas Bowl stands with people across the globe whose lives are similarly
vulnerable and full of risk. It offers the hope of human solidarity and witnesses
to the hope we have in the way of Jesus, whose birth brings hope to our world,
not as one apart from the world but as God fully engaged with the world.
I encourage you to support the Christmas Bowl as an act of hopeful solidarity.”
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Westmead Congregation
Westmead Congregation
Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ
Sunday 20th November 2022 – 9.30am
We extend a very warm welcome to Rev. John - thank you for leading us in our
Worship service today.
Thank you, Reverend Vladimir, for visiting us last week and for your lovely and
thought provoking reflection on ‘apocalyptic’ events that can change our lives
forever – it is important to show Godly love and compassion to all as we are
unaware of what has transpired with them and be careful not to judge.
A reminder about Covid – with the new variant of covid and the rise in cases,
please stay home if you are or feel unwell and recover well. Please use hand
sanitizers and maintain social distancing. Wearing a mask is not compulsory,
however please use your discretion.
There are some extra copies of the bible study booklet ‘With Love to the World’
for the new study quarter, cost $5. If you would like a copy, please see Lorna.
DATES
Saturday 3rd December - An early reminder for ‘Vision Day’ at Centenary
Church – this will be a third gathering of the Parramatta City Uniting Church
with all the congregations meeting each other and sharing thoughts, ideas and
plans for the future of our combined Church. Please join if you can for an
interesting day.
ADVENT: For PCUC services and activities please see the
Newsletter.
Thursday 8th December at 6pm – Uniting Westmead Chaplain,
Kate Thornley, will lead a ‘Service of Solace’ in the chapel at
Uniting Westmead. All very welcome to attend.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
There are some volunteering opportunities for Meals Plus Christmas Day
Lunch on Friday 23rd Dec. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Liz de
Reland.
Sydney Alliance Forum to be held on Wednesday 30 November, 6-8 pm. A
team of congregation helpers will be needed on the evening to assist with
various tasks.
(The Sydney Alliance Forum is an information/discussion evening on
community affected topics with NSW Treasurer, Matt Kean and other
community organisations.) For further information contact Liz de Reland or
Robert Key
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ACTIVITIES YOU CAN JOIN
BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday afternoons, 2pm. All are welcome.
Zoom Link: https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
TAI CHI:

Friday at Uniting Westmead 10am-11am $10

Christian Meditation on Zoom led by Pastor Sarah Bishop, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 6.20am. Contact Sarah for Zoom Link.
Email: sarah@bluetardis.com.au PH: 0412 606 049

ENQUIRIES:
Chairperson: Jan Robson

0418 438 901

Administration: Lorna Porter

0408 365 478

Prayer Chain Requests: Ruth Geggie

0430 271 205

Newsletter: Cheryl Shyam

0432 436 999

Technology: Alysa Biju

westmead@uca.gmail.com
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Leigh Fijian Congregation
1. Lotu ena macawa oqo 20/11: Na lotu ena sigatabu oqo ena qaravi
tiko kina na Papitaiso. Ena veiqaravi kina ko pastor Filikesa Kamotu.
Veiliutaki na matamasumasu naba 2. Tu vakarau na vunau Sireli Tuiloma
kei Senitiki Qata.
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 27/11: Na lotu ena macawa mai oqo erau
na vunau kina ko Sireli Tuiloma kei Senitiki Qata. Tu vakarau ena vunau
Viliame Kamotu kei Taito Dovibua. Veiliutaki na matamasumasu naba
3. Vunau lesi Westmead 27/11: Na vunau lesi ena macawa mai oqo ki
Westmead ko Adi Akisi Allison.
4. Lesoni ni macawa oqo: 14/11 – 20/11: Jeremaia 23:1-6 Kolosa
1:11-20 Luke 1:68-79, 23:33-43
5. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo: 21/11 – 27/11: Aisea 2:1-5 Same 122
Roma 13:11-14 Maciu 24:36-44
6. Gadrevi tiko eso na lewe ni vavakoso me ra lewe ni komiti ni FNC, me
vaka ni kedatou kei na tolu tale na valelotu tou na veiqaravi tiko ena
konifededi ena 2024. Ke o sa bole mo lewe ni komiti qai tukutuku yani vei
tuirara.

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei
matai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu
na galala ke o rawa ni qarava.

Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei
ira na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni
Kamotu, S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison Lotawa Family Satala
Family Tuiloma Family. Ko ratou na veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou vavakoso
vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni nodatou vavakoso. Na
nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding.

Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era mai
sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti.
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Advent Study
As you prepare for Advent, there is a new resource and study:
Chris Walker's new Advent Study Signs of the New Age - already and
not yet in Jesus is now available. It includes not only considering the
lectionary readings but includes stories, quotes and prayers. It is selling
for $11.95 by MediaCom.

You can obtain it from: mediacomeducation.org.au He will be conducting
it from 7.30 - 9.00pm on 21, 28 November and 5, 12 December at
Auburn. The Zoom link is:
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/93347342432 for those who would like to
join by Zoom.
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Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for
Our Community
• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We
give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help
keep us all safe.
• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging
conversations.
PM Westmead
• We pray for those amongst us who are unwell that they may feel the Lord’s
presence and healing.
• For those whose houses and businesses are flooded from the recent rains –
May they get the help they need and courage to salvage what is left behind.
• For those in war zones especially Ukraine where the war has escalated- We
pray for peace and daily courage for the people affected. May they be shown
Your love and mercy.
• For those that are lacking food, water and essential resources such as
clothing and medicine- we pray that aid may arrive. May there be a way
resources will become available and long-term plans be made to sustain
those in need.
• For all who help to make a safer society that we live in – doctors, nurses,
police, care workers and the government. We pray for daily guidance and
commitment in caring for others. May Your love support these workers and
help them.
PM Fijian
• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond.
• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly commissioned
Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT.
• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our
wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of
rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping rough.
PM Korean Faith Community
• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the revival of
the church.
• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who are not in
good health).
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Prayer Points
PM Leigh Memorial
• We pray for congregation members, leaders and staff who are unwell, or
having tests or procedures, and those experiencing anxiety surrounding
work, study, family life or health. We particularly remember our members in
need of additional support at this time, including those who are separated
from their families or grieving. We also remember those within our
congregations who are devoted carers to others in their family or within the
community;
• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and forthcoming
decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated ministers, leaders,
managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul and the team at Meals
Plus, Cameron and his team at Westmead, the Bula Feeding ministry, and
the life and witness of our fellow Parramatta Mission & Parramatta City
Uniting Church congregations;
• We also pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and care within our
local communities, and for the realisation of a community-wide spirit of
inclusion and love for all people.
Wider Work
For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team
• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of grace,
inclusion, dignity, faith and hope;
• Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC Chairperson, David
and Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve.

Service & Zoom Information
Leigh Memorial Congregation
Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657
Meeting ID: 519 908 9657

Westmead Congregation
Time: Sunday 9.30am on site

Leigh Fijian Congregation
Time: Sundays 11.15am on site
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Pastoral Contacts
Prayer Points may be sent to
wecare@parramattamission.org.au
For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm)
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277

Leigh Memorial Church
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Westmead Church
175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead NSW 2145
9891 2277
__________________________________________________________
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED
Please contact our minister Vladimir Korotkov for any pastoral needs.
Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)
Rev John Barr
Pastor Fil Kamotu

0431 759 573
0457 879 099
0404 552 915

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES
Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)

0433 320 588

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)

0429 912 943

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)

0432 772 852
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