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WELCOME
A warm welcome as we gather together on this first Sunday of
Advent.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
We acknowledge the Burramattagal people of the Darug Nation, the first
inhabitants of this place, and pay our respects to their elders both past,
present and future for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture
and hopes of the living Burramattagal people today.
ADVENT PREPARATION
In this season of expectation,
We prepare to welcome unexpected new life.
Into the bustle of our lives
the hard to find moments of solitude.
Into our homes and situations
with friends and families,
We prepare to welcome unexpected new life.
Into our hearts, our unknown self,
into the often hidden parts of our lives,
We prepare to welcome
unexpected new life in Christ Jesus.
In this season of anticipation
We prepare to welcome
unexpected new life in Christ Jesus.
HYMN 286

Light one candle for hope, v1

Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope;
Christ brings hope to ev’ry heart, He comes, He comes!
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
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GATHERING PRAYER
We imagine a world where peace and justice
are the ordinary realities of life;
We dream of a planet where giving and sharing
are second nature to all people;
We envision an earth where joy and celebration
fill the news and our lives;
It may seem like a delusion,
but we have an incredible hope!
We hope in the One who has come:
who proclaimed such a world,
and who gave his life for it;
We hope in the One who is always coming:
surprising us with the presence,
and the restoring work, of God;
We hope in the One who will come:
in every age, to every generation,
until this dream has come true.
We have an incredible hope, O God,
and we give you thanks for it!
Amen.

HYMN Come thou long expected Jesus, TiS 272
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free,
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.
2 Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
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3 Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us for ever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
4 By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.
Charles Wesley With permission One License A6044575
All rights reserved

PRAYER
In a cynical and despairing world, O God
give us a quietly prophetic voice
to proclaim your hope.
In a violent and angry world, O God,
give us a quietly prophetic voice
to proclaim your peace.
In a dismissive and disinterested world, O God,
give us a quietly prophetic voice
to proclaim your compassion.
In a lonely and inhospitable world, O God,
give us a quietly prophetic voice
to proclaim your love.
In a grieving and weeping world, O God,
give us a quietly prophetic voice
to proclaim your joy.
May we be so captivated by your hope, O God,
that we cannot help but to whisper,
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to sing, and to enact,
the message of your reign
which is always coming into our world;
And may our quietly prophetic lives,
be channels of your restoring grace
wherever we may go.
Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
The Christ who faced the hard journey himself is with us,
looking at us with eyes of kindness.
As we come in humble faith:
We are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READINGS Matthew 24.36-43 (inclusive text)
Jesus said to the disciples: 'As it was in Noah's day, so will it be when the
Promised One comes. 'For as in those days before the Flood people were
eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah
went into the ark, and they suspected nothing until the Flood came and
swept all away.
'It will be like this when the Promised One comes. 'Then, of two workers in
the fields one is taken, one left. Of two at the millstone grinding, one is
taken, one left.'
'So stay awake, because you do not know the day your God is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, they would have stayed awake and would not
have let the house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Human One is coming at an unexpected hour.
RESPONSE
O God our nurturer,
may your word live in us.
And colour our living. Amen!
REFLECTION
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HYMN

Called as partners in Christ’s service (Tune, 446 TiS)

Called as partners in Christ’s service
Called to ministries of grace,
We respond with deep commitment
Fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing,
Side by side and friend with friend,
Equal partners in our caring
To fulfil God’s chosen end.
Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring,
Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
Let us follow, never faltering,
Reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer,
All God’s people, young and old,
Blending human skills together
Gracious gifts from God unfold.
Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission,
In a small or global sense,
Help us bear each other’s burdens,
Breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision,
Words of challenge, said with care,
Bring new power and strength for action,
Make us colleagues, free and fair.
So God grant us for tomorrow
Ways to order human life
That surround each person’s sorrow
With a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living,
Our compassion to increase,
Messengers of faith, this giving
Hope and confidence and peace.
© Jane Parker Huber With permission One License
A6044575 All rights reserved
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OFFERING PRAYER
Receive and bless these gifts and our lives, O God,
which we offer in response to your love
revealed so clearly in Jesus.
As he planted the seeds of love and life in our lives,
strengthen us to nourish others with the fruits
of our faith made visible through these gifts,
our love and our witness.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
O God, as life stretches out before us,
we see many challenges ahead.
Just as Mary and Joseph set out on the road
to a place away from home,
grant that we may leave our familiar places.
Give to us a faith which believes
that you hold our future in your hand
and that it will recreate our lives as your church.
Give to us a focus on what is important to you, we pray,
so that we truly respond to human need
and become your representatives in the community.
We pray now for these concerns:
The people pray
Give us a new energy for justice and compassion, O God.
Excite us with images of a different world,
one which is more like your vision for us all.
Enable us to share what we have
in ways which add dignity and independence to others,
so that fullness of life can be theirs.
Move within our inner being, O God,
so that the mountain top
refreshes and presents us with a new view.
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Then lead us down onto the plains again
to join the people around us
in love and grace.
Amen.
HYMN

Comfort, comfort all my people (TiS 647)

Refrain
Comfort, comfort all my people
with the comfort of my word.
Speak it tender to my people:
All your sins are taken away.
1.
Though your tears be rivers running,
though your tears be an ocean full,
though you cry with the hurt of living,
comfort, comfort.
Every valley shall be lifted,
every mountain shall be low,
every rough place will be smoother:
comfort, comfort.
Refrain
2.
Though your eyes see only darkness,
though your eyes can see no light,
though your eyes see pain and sorrow:
comfort, comfort.
Every night will have its morning,
every pain will have an end,
every burden will be lightened:
comfort, comfort.
Refrain
Robin Mann With permission One License A6044575 All rights reserved
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BLESSING
Go in peace to climb the mountain tops of life
as we begin our journey into Advent.
And may the winds of God’s creative freedom breathe around us,
the light of the Holy Spirit make things clearer as we look
and Christ Jesus wait in promise ahead of us.
Amen.
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