OUR NEWS
23rd October 2022

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values
Grace,
Inclusion,
Dignity,
Faith and
Hope
Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the
Parramatta LGA
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes
place on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and
present, and their emerging leaders.
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Leigh Memorial Congregation
WORSHIP @ LEIGH MEMORIAL
We look forward to seeing everyone at Leigh this Sunday, 23 October @
9.30am (Onsite + Zoom) with Rev Vladimir Korotkov.
PCUC VOTE THIS SUNDAY
This Sunday, 23rd October, members are reminded that following our 9.30am
service, there will be a Congregation Meeting, inc. the PCUC vote. To
participate in the vote, you must be present onsite and identify as a member.
Please contact David or Fiona for further information as needed.
COMBINED PCUC SERVICE
On Sunday 30 October at 10.00am, we’ll be gathering at Leigh Memorial for a
Combined PCUC service & Brunch. Leigh Memorial members are invited to help
in two ways:
1)
Join us for a ‘working bee’ on Saturday 29 October – time to be advised;
2)
After the service on the 30th we’ll be looking after beverages and light
snacks for everyone, so kitchen helpers will be needed. Leigh Fijian will
also be providing a wonderful, hot brunch. All welcome! We hope to see
you there.
PASTORAL NEWS
Our warmest prayers remain with Bev, Mae, Darlene & Neil, Jolame, Nell and
everyone in our congregation who needs additional support and uplift at this
time. We’re thinking of you often. Please note that contact numbers for the
ministry team are included in the newsletter.
FLOOD APPEAL
Prayers for all those severely impacted by recent flooding and storm damage in
Victoria, NSW and elsewhere, including farmers and isolated people and
communities, plus churches. A number of organisations are providing support to
flood victims, as is the UCA Synod. For further details, please see the website
or call 8267-4382. https://nswact.uca.org.au/giving/moderators-appeal/
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS
Warmest congratulations Shaalane on the occasion of your 21 st birthday! We
hope that you had a fun day and that your future is filled with happiness.
Also – happy birthday to Kylie, who recently celebrated her 50 th! Wishing you
very happy and contented times ahead. Both Kylie and Shaalane were
members of our Leigh Memorial Sunday School in days gone by – and lovely
people! Blessings for you both.
MINI BORROWING LIBRARY
Thanks to those who have already borrowed a book from our ‘mini borrowing
library’ in the Leigh Memorial vestibule. There is a good variety to choose from
(including local and international biographies, Bible studies, UCA history,
Christian theory, current events and fiction) – and it’s ‘self-serve’. Just choose
your book, write your name & the name of your book on the clipboard provided
and enjoy. Books should be returned within a month if possible. Happy reading!
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
Planning has recently commenced for the Advent-Christmas period. In addition
to congregation events, including anticipated services, carols and other special
gatherings, Parramatta Mission will be making Christmas as special as possible
for those who are in need of practical support and encouragement. Information
on how members can help support the Mission’s Christmas program will be
available soon. Our annual Leigh Memorial ‘Giving Tree’ (accepting nonperishable food donations for use in Christmas hampers) will commence on 27
November. Enquiries: Liz.
BIBLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA – SUPPORTING UKRAINE
The Bible Society (Australia) is seeking donations towards the distribution of
Bibles and other ongoing Christian support efforts in the Ukrainian war zone.
For further information, please go to:
https://www.biblesociety.org.au/
HERITAGE NEWS
“Many thanks” to everyone who supported the heritage tour at the Walter
Lawry Memorial Park at North Parramatta last weekend. We had an
enthusiastic group of people from the PCUC congregations in attendance and
everyone enjoying hearing about the cemetery’s interesting role in Parramatta’s
church and town history. Also last weekend, the wonderful, historic
Castlereagh church site (est. 1817) held a successful ‘Open Day.’ Alan has
had a longstanding association with Castlereagh, including designing its
landmark bell-tower. Next week – a Chinese-speaking group (with interpreter)
from Eastwood Uniting Church will be visiting Leigh Memorial, and on
5 November, the Northmead congregation will be hosting a 100th anniversary
afternoon tea. RSVP details are in the newsletter.
Please note that on the day of the PCUC Combined Service on 30 October, the
Heritage Committee will be releasing a new book, Lawry – Third Edition:
Pacific Connections, which includes an acknowledgement of this year’s 200th
anniversary of Lawry’s landmark mission to Tonga – and the subsequent
commencement of the Mission’s broader ‘Pacific’ links, including via the Leigh
Fijian congregation. The books will be on sale for $20 each during Brunch on
the day.

Foster your faith this week
Jl 2:23-32

2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18

Ps 65

Lk 18:9-14
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Notice of Congregational Meeting
Leigh Memorial Congregation

Over the last 15 months the Uniting Church congregations of Northmead
and Parramatta Centenary and the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial and Westmead
congregations of Parramatta Mission have engaged in a process of discernment

as to whether they wish join together on an ongoing basis and form one entity,
provisionally called Parramatta City Uniting Church.
In order to give the members of each congregation an opportunity to be heard,
the Church Councils of Northmead-Centenary and Parramatta Mission have both
resolved to conduct a separate vote for each congregation on Sunday 23
October 2022, following the church services on that day.
The proposition to be voted upon is the following:
It is proposed that the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial, Northmead,
Parramatta Centenary and Westmead congregations of the Uniting
Church in Australia, having listened faithfully to one another, join
together as one entity (to worship at various sites), on the basis that this
is in the best interests of the mission of the Church, its worship, witness
and service.
It is important to note the following:

•

Only those who are enrolled members or members in association of
the Congregation are entitled to vote.

•

Voting will be in person only, by way of secret ballot.

If you have any queries about the proposed joining together, or the voting
process, please do not hesitate to contact David Norris (mob 04020877138 or
email:

david.norris@parramattamission.org.au)

or

Fiona

Bennetts

(mob 0425362181 or email brucebennetts20@gmail.com).
Dated: 13 October 2022
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Westmead Congregation
Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ
Sunday 23rd October 2022 – 9.30am
This morning Pastor Sarah Bishop will be leading our Worship Service.
As always Sarah, a very warm welcome.
It was a pleasure to see Pastor Fil last Sunday. Thank you Fil for your
message about not losing heart, and praying in a sustained and continued way to light ourselves with hope, whilst we wait for an answer to our
prayer.
This Sunday, 23rd October, each of the congregations will be holding a
meeting to vote on the PCUC project. The vote will be a secret ballot
and will only be open to members or members in association who
are present and voting in person.
NEXT SUNDAY -

Sunday 30th Oct – 10.00am at Leigh Memorial Church, Parramatta Combined PCUC worship service and light lunch. Transport can be
arranged – see Lorna. There will be no Sunday Service held at
Westmead on this day.
Don Haddon, our volunteer pianist, returned last Sunday to treat us with
‘real music’, as others have appreciated and said!.
We hold up those in our Prayer Chain list as well as unknown others
who are especially in need of God’s help and love at this time.

The next issue of ‘With Love to the World’,
the Bible Study guidebook, is now available.
Cost: $5.00 (see Lorna)
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Zoom is not running at Westmead but these links are available:
* Geoff Stevenson weekly reflection and notes. If you are not receiving
these and would like to receive them they can be forwarded to you Contact Lorna
* Northmead’s recorded service available to you from Saturday
evenings. Thank you to Peter Fragar and Jan for forwarding this link.
* Parramatta Mission - Leigh Memorial Service at 9.30am, on site and
Zoom
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657
Meeting ID: 519 908 9657

ACTIVITIES YOU CAN JOIN
BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday afternoons, 2pm. All are welcome.
Zoom Link: https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512

TAI CHI:

Friday at Uniting Westmead 10am-11am $10

Christian Meditation on Zoom led by Pastor Sarah Bishop, on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 6.20am. Contact Sarah for Zoom Link.
Email: sarah@bluetardis.com.au PH: 0412 606 049
ENQUIRIES:
Chairperson: Jan Robson

0418 438 901

Administration: Lorna Porter

0408 365 478

Prayer Chain Requests: Ruth Geggie

0430 271 205

Technology: Alysa Biju

westmead@uca.gmail.com

Newsletter: Cheryl Shyam

0432 436 999
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Display cabinet looking for a new home
(wheels attached)
Originally from the Coffee Shop at Leigh and used to display greeting cards for
purchase for many years at Westmead. Anyone interested in further use of the
cabinet please contact Lorna on 0408 365 478.
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Notice of Congregational Meeting
Westmead Congregation
Over the last 15 months the Uniting Church congregations of Northmead and
Parramatta Centenary and the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial and Westmead
congregations of Parramatta Mission have engaged in a process of
discernment as to whether they wish join together on an ongoing basis and
form one entity, provisionally called Parramatta City Uniting Church.
In order to give the members of each congregation an opportunity to be heard,
the Church Councils of Northmead-Centenary and Parramatta Mission have
both resolved to conduct a separate vote for each congregation on Sunday 23
October 2022, following the church services on that day.
The proposition to be voted upon is the following:
It is proposed that the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial, Northmead,

Parramatta Centenary and Westmead congregations of the Uniting
Church in Australia, having listened faithfully to one another, join
together as one entity (to worship at various sites), on the basis that
this is in the best interests of the mission of the Church, its worship,
witness and service.
It is important to note the following:
• Only those who are enrolled members or members in association of

the Congregation are entitled to vote.
• Voting will be in person only, by way of secret ballot.
If you have any queries about the proposed joining together, or the voting
process, please do not hesitate to contact Jan Robson (mob 0418438901 or
email janrobson18@gmail.com).
Dated: 13 October 2022
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Leigh Fijian Congregation
1. Lotu ena macawa oqo 23/10: Na lotu ena macawa oqo eda na
lotu cokovata tiko kina kei na vavakoso vaka viti e Berala, St Mary kei
Campbelltown. Ena vunalagi dokai tiko ena lotu oqo na vunivola levu
ni lotu Wesele e Viti kei Rotuma ko Rev Semisi Turagavou. E da na
vakasigalevu vata tiko kina ena hall ni valelotu ni suka na lotu.
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 30/10: Na lotu ena sigatabu mai oqo
ena vunau tiko kina ko Akisi Allison kei radini tuirara Soweri Suguta.
Tu vakarau ena vunau nai vakatawa Anare Vocea kei Serupepeli
Nagatalevu. Tu vakarau ena veiliutaki lay preachers.
3. Vunau Lesi (Westmead) 30/10: Ofa Foiakau
4. Lesoni ni macawa oqo: 17/10 - 23/10: Joeli 2:23-32 Same
65:2 2 Timoci 4:6-8, 16-18 Luke 18:9-14
5. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo: 10/10 – 16/10: Apakuki 1:1-4, 2:1-4
Same 119:137-144 2 Cesalonaika 1:1-4, 11-12 Luke 19:1-10
6.Veivakananumi tikoga ga na voting ena sigatabu oqo (23/10) me
baleta PCUC. O ira ga na tiko na lotu ena sigatabu oqo era na vote.

Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu
ena vei matai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am
– 6pm. Soli tu na galala ke o rawa ni qarava.
Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena
veimasulaki vei ira na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na
dredre ko Mereoni Kamotu, S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia
Allison Lotawa Family Satala Family Tuiloma Family. Ko ratou na
veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece
sara ena loma ni nodatou vavakoso. Na nodratou veiqaravi na
Bula Feeding.
Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso
era mai sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti.
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Notice of Congregational Meeting
Leigh Fijian Congregation
Over the last 15 months the Uniting Church congregations of Northmead and
Parramatta Centenary and the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial and Westmead
congregations of Parramatta Mission have engaged in a process of
discernment as to whether they wish join together on an ongoing basis and

form one entity, provisionally called Parramatta City Uniting Church.
In order to give the members of each congregation an opportunity to be heard,
the Church Councils of Northmead-Centenary and Parramatta Mission have
both resolved to conduct a separate vote for each congregation on Sunday 23
October 2022, following the church services on that day.
The proposition to be voted upon is the following:
It is proposed that the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial, Northmead,
Parramatta Centenary and Westmead congregations of the Uniting
Church in Australia, having listened faithfully to one another, join
together as one entity (to worship at various sites), on the basis that
this is in the best interests of the mission of the Church, its worship,
witness and service.
It is important to note the following:
• Only those who are enrolled members or members in association of

the Congregation are entitled to vote.
• Voting will be in person only, by way of secret ballot.
If you have any queries about the proposed joining together, or the voting
process, please do not hesitate to contact Sosi Toa (mob 0406519441 or email
stoa2010@hotmail.com).
Dated: 13 October 2022

15

16

This seminar begins a year of deep listening and heart connection around
"Care for Creation" to nurture the communal soul for the Wellspring
Community and partners. Register interest at:
Wellspringcommunity2022@gmail.com and you will receive the zoom link the
day before the seminar. All welcome.No fee.

Curator:

Brooke Prentis, Wakka Wakka QLD woman, noted Aboriginal
Christian speaker and writer, with media roles including
hosting ABC Radio National’s Soul Search.

Speakers:

Rhanee Lester, Adnyamathanha woman, SA researcher and
practitioner in Indigenous kidney care, children’s author,
cultural educator, writer, and artist. Member of the Uniting
Church
National Aboriginal & Islander Congress.

Naomi Wolfe, Trawloolway woman, TAS, lecturer in Indigenous Studies, with
special interests in indigenous pedagogies and theology.
register at: Wellspringcommunity2022@gmail.com
Climate Change and Justice for First Nations people are currently national
concerns. Both call for deep listening to wisdom from our First
Nations people and other faith traditions to uncover the roots of
the alienation they represent.
As part of our contribution to fostering the growth of an Australian Spirituality,
The Wellspring Community is hosting a year of dialogue around "Care for
Creation" involving First Nations Leaders and Celtic thinkers from Iona
Scotland. See further www.wellspring-community.com.
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Join us for the Emerging Gen Resourcing day!
Do you engage in ministry with people in the First Third of life? Or do you
know someone who does? We know that you work hard to try and support
people in the first third of life, so we want to support you!
On Saturday 29 October, Pulse is running our first ever Emerging Gen
Resourcing Day. It is open to workers, ministers, Sunday school teachers,
youth leaders, small group leaders, kids club coordinators, messy church
volunteers, and anyone who wants to know more about growing disciples in
the first third of life.
This will be an amazing day of friendship fellowship and resourcing. We will
share resources we have found and ideas of where we would like to go
next. Here's a snapshot of what to expect:

•

Our guest speaker for the day, Dr Ali Robinson, is coming to challenge
our assumptions and explore how we can engage children and young
people to explore the biblical text and share their insights to make it a much
more enriching experience for everyone.
• We will have a great panel discussion, Missional Ministry in a
post-COVID world, which will explore how congregations can best support
families, youth and young adults as we emerge from the post-COVID haze.
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•

We will have a series of electives so you can learn how a variety of
people in ministry in our Synod are experimenting and exploring what it
means to be in ministry with Emerging Gens.
• Followed by a networking session in the variety of ministry networks –
Children and Families, Intergenerational, Youth, Young Adults.
If this sounds great to you, come join us!
When : Sat 29th October 2022, 9:00am-4:30pm

Where: UCA Centre for Ministry – 16 Masons Drive North Parramatta. For
those who can't make it in person, you can join us virtually via Zoom.
Cost: $15
Register: Here! (Registrations are essential)
Learn more: Here! Lunch will be provided for those joining in person.
Registrations close Monday 24 October for those attending in person, and
Thursday 27 October for those who wish to join virtually.
If you have any questions, please reach out to us at:
contact-pulse@nswact.uca.org.au, and, please share this email with anyone
you know who may benefit from attending.
See you there!
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Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for
Our Community
• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We
give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help
keep us all safe.
• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging
conversations.

PM Westmead
• We pray for those communities that have been inundated with flood waters –
Lord we ask for Your Holy Spirit to revive these people as they clean up their
homes, businesses and schools -May they receive strength, hope and help
from others. We pray for an easing of rains forecasted.
• For those battling ill health, undergoing surgery, medical treatment or waiting
for diagnoses – Lord we ask that You lay Your hands on them to bring love,
comfort and peace.
• For those in war torn Ukraine and other countries – Lord bring Your peace on
these nations.
• For those who mourn – Lord we pray for Your almighty love to surround them
and bring Your peace that passes all understanding. May they be assured of
Your kindness.
• For those who are mentally or physically challenged – Lord empower them to
bring out the special gifts they have. We give thanks to You for those who
care for them – sustain them Lord.
• For the hungry, thirsty and homeless- Lord let awareness of their situation
bring about an immediate change to their circumstances. Be their Shepherd.
• For those who are especially facing a difficult time right now – Lord bring
Your guidance to them and let them walk forward with You leading. Remove
the obstacles that they may be facing.

PM Fijian
• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond.
• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly commissioned
Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT.
• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our
wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of
rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping rough.
PM Korean Faith Community
• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the revival of
the church.
• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who are not in
good health).
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Prayer Points
PM Leigh Memorial
• We pray for congregation members, leaders and staff who are unwell, or
having tests or procedures, and those experiencing anxiety surrounding
work, study, family life or health. We particularly remember our members in
need of additional support at this time, including those who are separated
from their families or grieving. We also remember those within our
congregations who are devoted carers to others in their family or within the
community;
• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and forthcoming
decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated ministers, leaders,
managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul and the team at Meals
Plus, Cameron and his team at Westmead, the Bula Feeding ministry, and
the life and witness of our fellow Parramatta Mission & Parramatta City
Uniting Church congregations;
• We also pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and care within our
local communities, and for the realisation of a community-wide spirit of
inclusion and love for all people.
Wider Work
For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team
• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of grace,
inclusion, dignity, faith and hope;
• Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC Chairperson, David
and Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve.

Service & Zoom Information
Leigh Memorial Congregation
Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657
Meeting ID: 519 908 9657
Westmead Congregation
Time: Sunday 9.30am on site
Leigh Fijian Congregation
Time: Sundays 11.15am on site
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Pastoral Contacts
Prayer Points may be sent to
wecare@parramattamission.org.au
For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm)
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Leigh Memorial Church
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Westmead Church
175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead NSW 2145
9891 2277
__________________________________________________________

IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED
Please contact our minister Vladimir Korotkov for any pastoral needs.
Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)
Rev John Barr
Pastor Fil Kamotu

0431 759 573
0457 879 099
0404 552 915

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES
Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)

0433 320 588

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)

0429 912 943

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)

0432 772 852
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