OUR NEWS
2nd October 2022

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values
Grace,
Inclusion,
Dignity,
Faith and Hope

Congregational life at Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality Services at 175 Hotel and Wesley Apartments
Meals Plus Services providing for those in need across the
Parramatta LGA
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work takes
place on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the original custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge their elders past and
present, and their emerging leaders.
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Foster your faith this week
Lam 1:1-6
2 Tim 1:1-14

Lam 3:19-26
or Ps 137
Lk 17:5-10
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PCUC VOTE – 23 OCTOBER
When we gather on Sunday 23 October, a special time will be allocated
for the “vote” regarding the ‘Parramatta City Uniting Church’ or PCUC (ie.
the provisional name for the coming together of our regional UCA
congregations into ‘one’ – while still worshipping at various sites and
retaining some individual programs and site-specific goals). The

congregations involved in the PCUC vote are Leigh Memorial, Leigh
Fijian, Westmead and Northmead and Parramatta Centenary.
The proposition to be voted upon is as follows:
It is proposed that the Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial, Northmead,
Parramatta Centenary and Westmead congregations of the
Uniting Church in Australia, having listened faithfully to one
another, join together as one entity (to worship at various sites),
on the basis that this is in the best interests of the mission of the
Church, its worship, witness and service.
You will be asked to indicate whether you agree or disagree with this
proposal. Please note that the vote will be a secret ballot. We are
investigating whether voting may also take place via Zoom (further
information to be provided). Uniting Church meeting procedures do not
permit any form of absentee or postal voting. It is important ahead of the
vote that we have our membership rolls up to date, so a process to
facilitate this will be underway in coming weeks. Any questions about the
PCUC may be directed to David, Fiona or Jan.
Please keep an eye on the newsletters for updates.
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Leigh Memorial Congregation
WORSHIP @ LEIGH MEMORIAL
We look forward to seeing everyone at Leigh this Sunday, 2 October @
9.30am (Onsite + Zoom) with Rev John Barr. The service will include
Communion.
OCTOBER @ LEIGH
Sunday 9 October – 9.30am Worship @ Leigh (Rev John Barr)
Sunday 16 October – 9.30am Worship @ Leigh (Rev Ben Gilmour)
Sunday 23 October – 9.30am Worship @ Leigh + PCUC Vote (Rev Vladimir
Korotkov)
Sunday 30 October – 9.30am Combined PCUC service & Brunch at Leigh
Memorial.
PASTORAL NEWS
Our warm support remains with members who are facing
health and other challenges at this time. All are firmly in our
thoughts and prayers, as are grieving families within all the
PCUC congregations. In other news – Jolame was seen out &
about near the church last weekend and looking very well &
happy – as were Revs Clive & Mary who also stopped by to
say ‘hello’. This week, we also warmly congratulate Vera &
Gordon Blain who are celebrating their 60th wedding
anniversary. Vera & Gordon were married by Rev Brian Heywood at Leigh in
1962. We wish them blessings always! Please note that contact numbers for the
ministry team are included in the newsletter. Congregation news, queries and
requests may be conveyed via the congregation email.
PCUC VOTE – 23 OCTOBER
When we gather on Sunday 23 October, a special time will be allocated for the
“vote” as to whether the congregations of Parramatta Mission will join with
Northmead and Parramatta Centenary to form a new entity, provisionally called
Parramatta City Uniting Church. See the detailed note elsewhere in this
newsletter. Any questions about the PCUC may be directed to David or Fiona.
LEIGH MEMORIAL WORKING GROUP
Last Saturday, the Leigh Memorial Working Group met onsite to explore
proposed upgrades to the Church’s interior as part of broader changes at the
Macquarie Street site. The Group is comprised of members of the PCUC, inc.
Leigh Memorial, and among the topics for discussion were lighting, seating,
disability access, design, technology and heritage. The group has also been
reviewing the Temporary Accommodation proposal for Macquarie Street.
Updates will be forthcoming. Enquiries: Ian.

6

LIBRARY NEWS
From this Sunday until the end of 2022, we’ll be trialling a new “self-serve” ‘Mini
Borrowing Library’ in the Leigh Memorial vestibule on Sunday mornings. Those
wishing to take a book home are invited to record their name & chosen book on
the clipboard provided. The selection of books will include a wide range of
topics chosen from the collection held in our main Library (which is currently
closed). Please help by bringing borrowed books back on time. Happy reading!
NEW SIGN
Following recent demolition work around the Macquarie Street site, and the
recent opening of Parramatta’s new ‘Phive’ (Library & Community) building
directly behind Leigh Memorial Church, many members of the public are
discovering Leigh Memorial for the first time. As a result, the Heritage
Committee has added an identifying sign to the rear wall of the Church.
THANK YOU DONORS
Warmest thanks to Mrs Edna Oakes and the people of Hazelbrook UC and the
lower Blue Mountains who have, for 5 years, made very generous, annual
donations of clothing, food and handmade rugs, beanies and scarves to
Parramatta Mission – including another batch last weekend. Due to health
concerns, Edna and her husband George (pictured)
will soon be moving to the Central West to be closer
to family, so we need to say ‘thank you & farewell’.
Edna’s dynamism has been a driving force in
facilitating the Hazelbrook donations and we are
deeply appreciative of her energy and commitment
over a long period. NB: PM’s Davyn De Bruyn visited
Hazelbrook recently to update the donors on the Mission’s work and the latest
at Meals Plus – and efforts will be made to continue this relationship.
GO THE MIGHTY EELS!
A special shout-out to the many, loyal and in some cases, life-long Parramatta
Eels supporters in our PCUC congregations and local communities! Here’s
hoping for a happy result from this Sunday’s NRL Grand Final…
GO THE EELS!!!
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Westmead Congregation
Sharing the Hospitality of Jesus Christ
Sunday 2nd October 2022 – 9.30am – ON-SITE
Our Holy Communion service today will be led by Pastor Sarah Bishop – we
look forward to meeting you again and your leadership this morning, Pastor
Sarah.
Thank you, Sam for leading us in Worship last Sunday with the message of
gathering our riches in the right way, that we may live an eternal life, with our
Saviour God.
Westmead thanks the Vision and Strategy Group (VSAG) - David Norris, Fiona
Bennetts, Ken Murray and Jan Robson for visiting us last Sunday. It was a very
good question and answer time regarding our way forward as part of the
Parramatta City Uniting Church group. Information was shared that will help in
our Worship services since most members of Westmead were present as a
group that day. We look forward to our meeting on the 23rd of October to decide
on the name “PCUC” as a name describing our current Church groups joined
together – your attendance will be valuable.
Bible study resumes on a new day now, Tuesdays at 2pm. Anyone can join in
this interesting journey of discussion and learning.
Dates
Sat 2nd Oct – CCLM meeting 10am at Centenary Church, North Parramatta.
Sat 22nd Oct – 10am-1pm Grantham Heights Uniting Church “Building Water
Wells in West Papua” – a retiring offering to building water wells will be
collected. (food and drinks provided).
Sun 30th Oct – 9.30am- Combined PCUC worship at Leigh Memorial English
service. (transport being arranged by Lorna).
Worship Ministry Team October.
9 Oct. - Pastor Fil Kamoto
16 Oct - Pastor Fil Kamoto
23 Oct - Rev. John Barr

ACTIVITIES YOU CAN JOIN
BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday afternoons, 2pm. All are welcome.
Zoom Link: https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95043695512
TAI CHI:
Friday at Uniting Westmead 10am-11am $10
Christian Meditation on Zoom led by Pastor Sarah Bishop, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 6.20am. Contact Sarah for Zoom Link.
Email: sarah@bluetardis.com.au PH: 0412 606 049
ENQUIRIES:
Chairperson: Jan Robson
Administration: Lorna Porter
Prayer Chain Requests: Ruth Geggie
Technology: Alysa Biju
Newsletter: Cheryl Shyam

0418 438 901
0408 365 478
0430 271 205
westmead@uca.gmail.com
0432 436 999
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Leigh Fijian Congregation
1. Lotu ena macawa oqo 02/10: Na lotu vula vou ena sigatabu oqo, ka
na qaravi tiko kina na sakaramede ni Turaga. Tuvakarau ena vunau
Viliame Kamotu kei Taito Dovibua. Tu vakarau ena veiliutaki soqosoqo ni
tabagone.
2. Lotu ena macawa mai oqo 09/10: Na lotu ena macawa mai erau na
vunau tiko kina ko Viliame Kamotu kei Taito Dovibua. Tu vakarau ena
vunau Emosi Rogoimuri kei Josefa Foiakau. Tu vakarau ena veiliutaki
matamasumasu naba 1.
3. Lesoni ni macawa oqo: 26/09 – 02/10: Lele I Jeremaia 1:1-6, 3:19-26
Same 137 2 Timoci 1:1-14 Luke 17:5-1
4. Lesoni ni macawa mai oqo: 03/10 - 09/10: Jeremaia 29:1,4-7 Same
66:1-12 2 Timoci 2:8-15 Luke 17:11-19
5. Sa vakanuinui vinaka tu na lotu vakaviti e Parramatta vei kemudou na
mata kei kemudou na veitokoni ena lakolako ni koniferedi ki Darwin. Ni
na laki qaravi vakavinaka nai tavi do sa kacivi kina.
Lolo kei Na masumasu - Veinanumi ena lolo kei na masumasu ena vei
matai ni Vukelulu ena vei vula mai na 6am – 12pm se 6am – 6pm. Soli tu
na galala ke o rawa ni qarava.
Veinanumi ena Masu : Kerei meda veinanumi tikoga ena veimasulaki vei
ira na nodatou qase kei na vuvale ra sotava tiko na dredre ko Mereoni
Kamotu, S Qata, Akisi Dovibua Baranski, Dia Allison Lotawa Family
Satala Family Tuiloma Family. Ko ratou na veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou
vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni nodatou vavakoso. Na nodratou veiqaravi na Bula Feeding.
Gadrevi na noda veinanumi ena masu vei ira na lewe ni vavakoso era
mai sasaga kei na nanumi talega ni nodra vuvale mai Viti.
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Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for
Our Community
• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place.

We give thanks for welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have
learnt to help keep us all safe.
• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging
conversations.

PM Westmead
• For those that are facing a recent loss of a loved one – Lord, grant
Your love and gentle warmth to envelop them.
• For those caught in war, especially Ukraine – Lord we ask that you be
present with those faced with joining in the war, those that are in and
those that witness it daily – Lord have mercy- May there be peace.
• For those that are unwell in body or mind – Lord relieve them of their
physical health conditions and pain. Allay anxiety and despair- provide
support, strength, and courage.
• For those sleeping rough – Lord we ask that You provide a home for
these and a safe haven.
• For those in East Africa and other regions experiencing extreme
climatic events – Lord provide aid to be freed for them and distributed.
• For our Earth and Climate Change – Lord have mercy on us and
teach us how to look after our resources. Help us to preserve our
Earth and safeguard us from severe Climatic events.
PM Fijian
• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to

beyond.

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly
commissioned Pastor in the Team, resourcing youth ministry across
NSW/ACT.
• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus
and our wonderful volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to
meet because of rain or storms and for those who have been sleeping
rough.
PM Korean Faith Community
• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for the
revival of the church.
• We pray especially for Nak Su Baik, Kyeong Ok Hyeon (Those who
are not in good health).
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Prayer Points
PM Leigh Memorial
• We pray for congregation members, leaders and staff who are unwell,
or having tests or procedures, and those experiencing anxiety
surrounding work, study, family life or health. We particularly
remember our members in need of additional support at this time,
including those who are separated from their families or grieving. We
also remember those within our congregations who are devoted
carers to others in their family or within the community;
• We pray for wisdom and inspiration to infuse all current and
forthcoming decision-making processes and actions by our dedicated
ministers, leaders, managers and staff – and specifically pray for Paul
and the team at Meals Plus, Cameron and his team at Westmead, the
Bula Feeding ministry, and the life and witness of our fellow
Parramatta Mission & Parramatta City Uniting Church congregations;
• We also pray for greater mutual respect, compassion and care within
our local communities, and for the realisation of a community-wide
spirit of inclusion and love for all people.
Wider Work
For our Combined Parramatta Mission Team
• May God guide all our staff and volunteers to live out our values of
grace, inclusion, dignity, faith and hope;
• Rev. Vladimir, Rev. Hyun Goo, Chaplain Sarah, PMC Chairperson,
David and Secretary Robert and all those who lead and serve.

Service & Zoom Information
Leigh Memorial Congregation
Time: Sunday 9.30am on site & Zoom
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5199089657
Meeting ID: 519 908 9657
Westmead Congregation
Time: Sunday 9.30am on site
Leigh Fijian Congregation
Time: Sundays 11.15am on site
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Pastoral Contacts
Prayer Points may be sent to
wecare@parramattamission.org.au
For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm)
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Leigh Memorial Church
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Westmead Church
175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead NSW 2145
9891 2277
__________________________________________________________

IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED
Please contact our minister Vladimir Korotkov for any pastoral needs.
Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Transition Minister)
Rev John Barr
Pastor Fil Kamotu

0431 759 573
0457 879 099
0404 552 915

YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE
PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES
Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community)

0433 320 588

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital)

0429 912 943

Anare Vocea (Fijian Vakatawa)

0432 772 852
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