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WELCOME
A warm welcome as we gather together and enter
the Advent season of hope, peace, love and joy.
ADVENT THEME Advent spirituality in everyday life!
VIDEO Are you awake? Most people are asleep…
Bruce Bennetts (Video 8, 2:18mins)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
In the beginning
darkness covered the face of the deep
And God was present in that darkness
God of light and darkness
we light this first Advent candle
to affirm the presence of God as hope
God of light and darkness
we light this second Advent candle
to affirm the presence of God as peace
The broken-hearted and oppressed hear the good news all who
mourn shall be comforted
we trust that darkness
to hold the presence of God as justice
God of light and darkness
we light this third Advent candle
to affirm the presence of God as justice
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
As we pause to acknowledge the Burramattagal people of the Darug
Nation of the Parramatta City Region as the traditional custodians of
this land and pay our respects to their ancient culture, their elders
past and present and their emerging leaders. We acknowledge the
presence of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now
reside within this area. We honour them for their custodianship of the
land, on which we gather today.
GATHERING
O God, as we gather as your people
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Our hearts give thanks for your presence
As mystery and refining love
Within us, amongst us, and in the world!
O God our disturber,
Whose speech is pregnant with power
And whose word will be fulfilled:
May we know ourselves unsatisfied
With all that distorts you truth,
And make our hearts attentive
To your liberating voice,
In Jesus Christ, Amen!
Janet Morley, All Desires Known
SURRENDERING TO THE UNQUENCHABLE FIRE
God our healer
Whose mercy is like a refining fire:
Touch us with your judgement,
And confront us with your tenderness;
That, being comforted by you
We may reach out to a troubled world,
Through Jesus Christ, Amen
Janet Morley, All Desires Known
SONG

Let it Go! Frozen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0MK7qz13bU

HYMN

“Anna’s Song”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95FRXQgs5J4
Sung by Nerida Cuddy

Lift this child to the sun,
Raise this child to the sky;
God has come from above,
Come to earth from on high.
Lift this child, lift this child to the sun.
Lay this child on the ground,
One with us, one with earth;
Let God know in his son,
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Human clay, human birth.
Lay this child, lay this child on the ground.
Place this child in the shade,
Hang this child ‘neath a tree;
With his hand on the wood,
May this child set us free.
Place this child, place this child in the shade.
© Norman Habel.
SCRIPTURE READING Zephaniah 3:14-20
(translated from the Hebrew, inclusive language version)
14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15 Yahweh your God has taken away the
judgments against you, God has turned away your enemies. The king of
Israel, Yahweh, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16 On that
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands
grow weak. 17 Yahweh, your God, is in your midst, who is mighty and who
will save; who will rejoice over you with gladness, who will renew you in
God’s love; who will exult over you with loud singing 18 as on a day of
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach
for it. 19 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the
lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and
renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you home, at the time
when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the
peoples of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes,

says Yahweh.
Luke 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy
of repentance. Do not begin to say to your-selves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he
said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to
be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to
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them, “Collect no more than the
amount pre-scribed for you.”
Soldiers also asked him, “And we,
what should we do?” He said to
them, “Do not extort money from
anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with
your wages.” As the people were
filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John
answered all of them by saying,
“I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people.

RESPONSE O God our nurturer,
may your word live in us.
And colour our living. Amen!
A STORY FOR ALL AGES
“Let’s borrow a donkey.” Joseph said to Mary, and that advice was
something their son Jesus would remember. Nala donkey was the silliest
donkey in all Nazareth. Nala would be frisky and then balk. She went too
fast and then wanted to take a nap. She drank her water with so much
gulping and guzzling that everybody in the city square would turn and look.
But Nala made people laugh. There were soldiers all around and nobody
wanted to smile, but Nala made them laugh. The census meant that there
were caravans of migrants on the road, uncomfortable, hungry, tired, but
Nala made them laugh. Mary was hurting and Joseph was worried, but
Nala’s spitting and snorting and sneezing made them laugh. Then, when the
door was almost shut in their faces at the last inn in Bethlehem, Nala
twitched her ears and heehawed so loudly, the exhausted innkeeper
couldn’t help but feel a tiny bit of joy and sent the new family to the stable.
(Source: Maren C. Tirabassi, Gifts in Open Hands)
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REFLECTION
VIDEO

Bruce Bennetts (8:38 mins)

Wake up! Turn around your mind,
change your thinking.

HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel - Red Mountain Music (265 TiS)

VIDEO

UNQUENCHABLE FIRE, HOLDING THINGS LIGHTLY
Bruce Bennetts
Video 1, Unquenchable fire (.52secs)
Video 2, This is my unquenchable fire (2:03 mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0Wy2u9TENo&list=PLD2x6d2KwQI
Pltr7sDEyP42LB0STjaH8m&index=7
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
2. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times did'st give the Law,
In cloud, and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
3. O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
4. O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

OFFERING

Just as God gives to us, so let us give to others now.
O God, we can never match your generosity.
Yet, we pray in faith for your blessing
on all that we offer to you now.
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May we honour all that you teach us as we use these gifts. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYING TOGETHER FOR PLACES AND PEOPLE

We are people of all ages who enter this space
bringing our joys and concerns.
Let us share our joys, griefs and concerns
for our congregations and the world:
Griefs and Concerns shared
The people pray
VIDEO Bruce Bennetts, Questions to each congregations:
Our congregations are being called to Wake up!

What are our congregations going “To turn around, to
change our thinking”?
HYMN

Great is your faithfulness (TiS 154)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxuDZ4Mi0gA
1 “Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!
2 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!

BLESSING
Go into this week, held together by the love of God
clothed with the nature of Jesus our Companion
reinforced by the strength of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
7

