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We acknowledge the Burramattagal people of the Darug Nation, the first inhabitants of this 
place, as the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respect to their ancient culture, 
their elders past and present and their emerging leaders. We acknowledge the presence of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who now reside within this area. We honour 

them for their custodianship of the lands on which we gather today.  
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Gathering and Lighting of the Candle 
 

We gather together today with people we know and people we do not know, we 
gather sitting not on pews or seats in a church building but on all sorts of chairs and 
lounges in many different spaces, family rooms, living rooms, studies, bedrooms, 
decks and balconies scattered all over the place and yet we gather as one to 
acknowledge  
    • God who holds us in creation,  
    • our love of Christ whom we seek to follow,  
    • our dependence on the Holy Spirit who gives us the courage to be who we are  
       called to be.  
As I light this candle and you light your candle, if you have one, may we be aware 
that the light of Christ shines for us and in us  
and from us. It is the light of Christ that reveals the way. 

 
Acknowledgement  
 

We acknowledge the Burramattagal people of the Darug Nation, the first inhabitants 
of the places on which our congregations would usually gather, as the traditional 
custodians of this land. We honour the First Peoples for their custodianship of all the 
lands on which we gather in worship. 
We pay our respects to their ancient culture, their elders past and present and their 
emerging leaders. We acknowledge the presence of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people who now reside within the Parramatta area and those who may be 
gathered with us today.  

 
Call to Worship 

Welcome!  
One thing is for certain. We are all welcome. This is the Jesus way.  
He called people to him; he asked people to come to him; he welcomed them; he 
got cranky with his disciples when they tried to prevent anyone, anyone at all 
coming to him.  
He ate with outcasts, those despised; he befriended tax collectors, those regarded as 
thieves; he encouraged children, usually ignored in adult community, to sit on his 
knees; he had meals with the elite and the riffraff; he conversed publicly with 
women although that was taboo; unlike the religious leaders of his day, he sought 
the company of all kinds and types of people, to affirm them, to challenge them, to 
call them to an abundant way of life.  
So, we are all welcome. This is the Jesus way. 
 
(George Stuart) 
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Hymn  “Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)”      
https://youtu.be/gKJgcv8SdnQ 

   
Let us build a house 
Where love can dwell 
And all can safely live 
A place where 
Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions 
Rock of faith and vault of grace 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak 
And words are strong and true 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat 
A banquet hall on holy ground 
Where peace and justice meet 
Here the love of God, through Jesus 
Is revealed in time and space 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us 
All are welcome, all are welcome 
All are welcome in this place 

 
 (Marty Haugen)  
   
Praying Together 

 
Empowering God, 
You help us to understand how much we are loved. 
You see in us our potential for good, 
You give us gifts and strengths, which we can develop and grow. 
Help us to see ourselves and each other in the way you do. 
Empower us to be confident in the gifts which you give us, 
Such as your grace, and the ability to share love. 
Empower us to learn about ourselves, each other and the world. 
Empower us as Spirit to cope when we face struggles. 
Empower us to flourish, even in difficult and hard times. 
Empower us to help and serve others. 
Empower us to work for good in all people and all the world. 
Empower us to have the grit and determination to strive always towards better 
things. 
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Empower us to empower others, so that all might share in your love 
This we pray. 
Amen. 
(Based on a Prayer by Jon Humphries: Prayers that Unite) 
 

Song  “We Hear Our God in You” 
 

We hear our God in you 
we see our God in you 
we are holding sharing  
God’s love revealed 
joining our lives to you 

 
(With special permission from the author, Phil Newton) 
 

All Age Message 
 

“Where have you been?” said Patrick’s mother, “I have been 
calling you for ages.” Patrick’s mother was a little bit cross 
because she always worried when Patrick was late coming 
home from school. There were so many dangers for a young 
mouse. 
“I was listening to Jesus.” said Patrick  
“Again?” said his mother. 
“Yes, the disciples were having another argument, it was fun to 
watch, I like it when they argue” said Patrick with a cheeky grin. 
“I don’t know why?” said Patrick’s mother, “I hate arguments, 
they nearly always lead to fights” 
“Why is that?” asked Patrick “is that why the disciples were 
afraid to ask Jesus questions?” Patrick continued “do you think 
Jesus would think they were stupid?”  
“Patrick, I don’t like that word” interrupted his mother, 
“Sorry mum,” said Patrick “but I think that’s what they were 
thinking because they had so many questions, Jesus was saying some really strange things 
about being hurt and dying, do you think they were afraid?” 
“Oh Patrick!”, said his mum lovingly, “you have so many questions, I can’t possibly keep up 
with you.” and she reached out and patted his little mouse ears. 
“Sometimes I wish I had more answers, I can’t seem to help it, there is just so much I don’t 
know, and I want to know,” said Patrick.  
“And I hope you never stop asking questions, don’t be like the disciples and be afraid to ask 
questions,” but even as she was saying this she realised that actually, she herself had lost 
the art of asking questions to learn more, to understand more. 
“Why does that make you sad, mum?” said Patrick with yet another question. 
“Oh, I just realised that I’m just like the disciples,” said Patrick’s mother, “I used to have so 
many questions, just like you, but now, well I don’t know, I seemed to have stopped 
wondering like children do, and that makes me sad.”  
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“I’m never going to stop wondering” said Patrick confidently 
“And I’m going to start again” said Patrick’s mother, “you know, you have taught me 
something very important today Patrick”. With that she picked up her bundle of wheat 
stalks and went inside. 
Patrick was quite pleased with himself, but he wondered what he had taught his mum? 
What can children teach adults? Do adults stop wanting to learn? “So many questions” 
thought Patrick and then he laughed. 
“I wonder if that’s why Jesus said, the disciples would know him through children?”  
“I wonder if Jesus speaks mouse?” Thought Patrick, and then he started to considered who 
he could ask, or would that be a silly question? 
 

Story by Rhonda White 
 
Scripture Reading1    Mark 9:30-37   Rev Vladimir Korotkov 

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Human One is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ 32But 
they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33 Then they came 
to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about 
on the way?’ 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 
who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants 
to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

Response 
 
 O God our nurturer, 
 may your word live in us 
 And colour our living. Amen!  
 
Reflection         Rev Suzanne Stanton 
 
As Niall preached last week and referred to a sermon from a previous time, this week I realised 
that the last time I really looked at this text from Mark was when I wrote an exegetical essay 
on it at college. Since then, it seems that whenever this Mark text has come up in the 
lectionary, I’ve chosen the passage from James instead. Perhaps by the time I’d wrestled with 
it at college in such depth I decided to have a break from it for a while?  
 
Its certainly not an easy text. At college, in the midst of discovering the joys and challenges of 
feminist theologies and biblical critical methods I took the path of delving into how this text 
from Mark, and others like it, have at times been used unhelpfully in ways that oppress people 
and hold them in subservient roles, mainly women – even though that’s exactly the opposite 
of what I think Jesus is saying. Although I think this text has the power to positively exhort us 

 
1 NRSV online:  https://bible.oremus.org 
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towards deeds of sacrificial and humble service and discipleship, in praising slaves and 
servanthood there is the risk that some will feel it as confirmation of their role in life, not the 
joyful release that I think it is meant to be.   
 
I think Jesus is trying to teach his disciples a very different way of living in which servanthood 
turns the world upside down, not in which those who are oppressed stay that way because 
somehow it is noble and pious to serve and to be the least.  
 
This text does come at a pivotal moment in this Gospel. Jesus’ public ministry to the crowds 
that have followed him along with the disciples, is now over. It appears that the disciples still 
may not have understood what Jesus is trying to tell them about the days ahead, or possibly 
that they don’t want to know how it will all end, in the mystery of the cross which Jesus is 
beginning to unpack with them in this teaching.  
 
Jesus has now made it his focus to equip the disciples in preparation for his death and 
resurrection and for the disciple’s continuing mission and ministry after Jesus departs and 
they continue their work.   
 
The words of today’s reading are for the disciples then, and for us as disciples now.  
 
My questioning of the application of the text as a student serves to illustrate that language is 
powerful both for what is good and for evil. Perhaps as a woman, emerging from a period of 
my life where I’d been an at times reluctant stay at home parent and carer, and then an 
incredibly busy full time working parent, I read and heard this text differently to others. As I 
entered into college I felt liberated from some of the day to day serving of family. New worlds 
of learning and insight were being opened to me and I was questioning everything! It was an 
exciting time for me as I rediscovered my joy of learning, something that had been a big part 
of my childhood. As a theological student my curiosity and keenness to learn were well 
rewarded - not just in academic results but in conversations and community life and 
relationships built around shared learning.  
 
However, it was also an unsettling time as beliefs and understandings were challenged, 
discarded, replaced by new ways of thinking.  
 
And for some around me also an unsettling time as my questioning continued and I learned 
so much that was new and transformative but also rejected previous beliefs and 
understandings at a rate that those around me could hardly keep pace with.  
 
Liberation is unsettling for everyone – for those being released and unleashed and for those 
for whom the change in others resets their understandings and expectations and place in the 
world too.   
 
And here we are, congregations also living in a confusing, changing, difficult world. There may 
have been for some a sense of liberation, or at least relief, as some of the old things have 
been let go for this year of exploration.  And yes, it’s great to learn new things, to question 
the way it’s always been, to embark on new ways of being and thinking.  
 



 7

But, it’s also exhausting, confronting and confusing. There may be a sense of grief and loss. 
And the new thing, whatever it is, has not yet fully arrived.  That leaves a gap that may be 
both exciting and unsettling.  
 
We are waiting.  
 
At a time when many of us may not feel very powerful – rather that we are being tossed 
around and riding waves of change and loss, this text reminds us that, in the words of Ched 
Myers and others “The church is not to be a power base for its members but a community 
that redistributes power to the excluded” 2 That’s a hard message when is life is difficult and 
when we might feel that we want the church to be a safe and comforting place for us and we 
desprataely want things to feel stable and secure. But, I trust that God can speak through this 
text today. God is a God of comfort and also a God of calling and challenge.  
 
I do find Jesus’ teaching to the disciples already in some of what I’m clinging to as the current 
foundational documents for the unclear and unsettled future that the congregations of the 
Parramatta region are exploring right now.  
 
There in the objectives I read that what is desired for the future that is being explored - a new 
way of being God’s people, a new way of being church, a new “community of communities” 
- is to grow communities that are life giving and inclusive, with a culture, vision and values in 
that community that seeks to minister with marginalised people – not to or for, but with.  
 
The word that comes to me, and that was the focus of one of the prayers earlier in the service 
is “empowering”. God has created all people for love and with many gifts and much potential. 
To recognise this and empower people to heal and flourish - that’s the ministry with people 
– alongside, equal, loving and humble. Not coercive, but cooperative. Not all-knowing, but 
seeking to know and learn from others. Empowering others and finding life for ourselves in 
the process.  
 
It’s my belief that those values were also held in these congregations before this new thing 
began – a part of the past that is to be celebrated and affirmed and not forgotten but carried 
onwards. When we learn new ways of being its important not to discard everything, but 
rather to test everything and hold onto what continues to bring life and hope and that which  
is faithful.  
 
In the future we pray, whatever happens, those values and desires continue to be lived out, 
although the way that happens might look different.  
 
The disciples of Jesus’ time were grappling with immense change too. It was not an easy life 
as disciples. They were students and followers of a teacher who regularly challenged their 
worldview and the way things had always been. However, Jesus also never forgot his 
foundations as a Jewish person, well versed and grounded in the teachings of the faith of his 
birth. Liberation of slaves in the Exodus story is one of the central stories of Jewish faith. This 

 
2 p.117, “Say to This Mountain – Mark’s Story of Discipleship” Myers, Dennis, Moe-Lobeda and Taylor, © 1996 
Orbis Books.  
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story in Mark’s Gospel then wasn’t so much a new teaching as it was a new way of reminding 
the people of God who they were – remembering their story and retelling it for a new 
generation.  
 
But this wasn’t a sentimental retelling of the story to encourage retreat to the past. This was 
a challenging teaching preparing the disciples to accompany Jesus on the journey to the cross 
as his followers. This story draws them onwards to the pain and loss of Good Friday, the 
waiting of Easter Saturday and then the joy and new beginnings of Easter Sunday.  
 
The mystery of the cross – the mystery that the disciples seem hesitant to ask about and 
perhaps afraid to understand - brings the most challenging teachings for us all.  
 
Through death, comes life.  
From vulnerability and humiliation comes strength.  
From suffering, hope emerges.  
Liberation comes from letting go of power, from surrender.  
 
Learning these things is hard, tiring, painful and costly.  
As people of God, and as followers of Christ, these learnings are also our joy and our hope.  
 
We cling to the promise of resurrection and new life – the story that is yet to come.  
 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
Hymn  “Community of Christ” (TiS 473) 
(Lyrics: Shirley Murray; Tune: Leoni) https://youtu.be/U1I4i3IOPBU 
 

Community of Christ, 
who make the Cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 
for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong,  
whose children are of every race 
and every song. 
 
Community of Christ, 
look past the Church's door 
and see the refugee, the hungry,  
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed,  
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour's feet. 
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Community of Christ, 
through whom the word must sound –  
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread,  
and tears of anguish into joy. 
 
When menace melts away, 
so shall God’s will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one 
for evermore. 

  
Offering Prayer 
 

Let us offer our gifts with open hands,  
so that they are used to assist God’s peace and mission. 
 
Gracious giver of peace, 
may this offering be a part of the gifting we bring, 
encouraging and refreshing the witness of the People of God in the world, 
so that we grow in understanding and plant seeds of Wisdom in the communities in 
which we live.  

 (Based on Words for Worship © MediaCom Education Inc.) 
 
Prayers of the People       Rev Niall Reid 
  

You are invited to close your eyes and focus on your breathing, in and out… 
As you breathe in and out sense the Holy Spirit stirring your spirit to prayer… 
In your imagination, see yourself in what is a prayerful place for you… 
 
As you are in this place breathe in and sense the Spirit speaking into your soul what 
it means to be great. Who are the leaders in our world who come to mind…  breathe 
out a prayer for them… and a prayer for those whose lives they impact… 
 
As you are in this place breathe in and sense the Spirit bringing to your imagination a 
person whose leadership has been shaped by servanthood… breathe out a prayer for 
that person… and a prayer for those who are served… 
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As you are in this place breathe in and sense the Spirit bringing to mind a child in 
your life, what is the welcome you hope for this child? Breathe out a prayer for this 
child and all children, see them in your imagination… 
 
As you are in this place breathe in and sense the Spirit shaping you through the 
prayers you breathe out for others… breathe in a prayer for yourself that you might 
be as Jesus to others, and welcome Jesus in the least of those you meet…  
 
Breathe in… breathe out… and join in the Jesus prayer: 

 

Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker.  

Source of all that is and that shall be. Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!  

The way of your justice be followed by all peoples of the world!  

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.  

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.  

Hymn   “Thuma Mina” (TiS 749) 
https://youtu.be/eik2HK7u9xA 

 
Thuma mina. 
Thuma mina, 
thuma mina,  
thuma mina, 
Somandla. 
 
Send me, Lord. 
Send me, Jesus, 
send me, Jesus, 
send me, Jesus, 
send me, Lord. 
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Lead me, Lord. 
Lead me, Jesus, 
lead me, Jesus, 
lead me, Jesus, 
lead me, Lord. 
 
Fill me, Lord. 
Fill me, Jesus, 
fill me, Jesus, 
fill me, Jesus, 
fill me, Lord. 
   

Blessing 
 
The love of the faithful Creator, 
the peace of the wounded Healer, 
the joy of the challenging Spirit, 
the hope of the Three in One 
surround and encourage you, 
today, tonight and forever. 
 
(Source: Kathy Galloway, The Pattern Of Our Days, Wild Goose Publications, 1998) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


