Tenebrae Service
Thursday 1 April 2021

Gathering:

The Christ Candle is lit.
Taize :
‘Bless the Lord, my soul’.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zqHgbWO0wQ
Bless the Lord, my soul
And bless God’s holy name,
Bless the Lord, my soul,
Who leads me into life.

Prayers:

Cross-bound Christ.
Here we are cross-bound Christ:
Here we gather on the eve
of your betrayal and arrest.
Here we are cross-bound Christ
On the way to your passion.
The words of this day, this night,
Maundy Thursday echo around us:
The command to love our neighbor
as ourselves.
This is your way of love, agape love:
That you proclaimed the gospel,
You spoke words of forgiveness,
You reached out to those who were
On edges, on margins, needed healing,
Despite plots and betrayals:
Ride on, ride on, cross-bound Christ:
This is the hour for which you came.
Amen.

A Litany for Maundy Thursday:
Good God,
Your steadfast love endures forever.
We cannot help ourselves:
We limit your love;
We make hasty judgements;
We act as if you do not love us;
We do not share your love.
Good God,
Your voice declared:
This cross-bound Christ is
‘My beloved son: Listen to him!”

We cannot help ourselves:

You call us to be your voices in this world
and we stay silent.
You call us to be your hands in this world
and we keep them hidden.
You call us to be your feet in this world
and we go our own way.
When we meet those who are doubting
and say nothing, forgive us.
When we meet those who need your touch
and do nothing, forgive us.
When we are called to take up your cross
and carry nothing, forgive us.
Silence
Reading:

Philippians 2:5-8

5

Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus,

6

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
The Last Supper
Song:

‘Behold: the lamb of God”.’

(Stuart Townend)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACHPwx7EGQA

Come, let us now heed the words of Jesus
On the night of his betray and arrest:

Let us take bread and wine,
The ordinary things of this world,
The fruit of the land.
Let us remember the last meal
The cross-bound Jesus
Shared with disciples on his way
To the garden of Gethsemane,
And beyond to the place of Golgotha
Prayer of Thanksgiving:
So often in the course of your ministry
you shared meals with your friends,
With strangers, with your critics who wished you ill.
Time and time again you welcomed
To the table those who do not expect
To be invited, let alone be welcomed
In ways that broke through cultural
Custom and practice.
Now, on this tonight, we gather here,
Assembled in another, in a faraway land,
In languages that were not yours
To proclaim with all those in every place
And in every time.
Holy, holy, hold, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Donu, Donu, Donu, oi kemuni na Kalou,
Kalou kaukauwa duabau,
Sa sinai e lomalagi kei vuravura ena
nomuni serau,
Osana ki cake sara!
Blessed is the one who comes
In the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.
Sa kalougata ko koya sa lako mai ena
yaca ni Turaga!
Osana ki cake sara!

We now to share bread and wine:
You are our host and you are our guest.
We cannot share friendship of your table
And forget those who are in lockdown,
Those who most vulnerable to the virus,
Those who mourn,
And those who cannot be with loved ones.
We cannot take the bread
And forget those who are hungry
Those whose income has been reduced,
And those who are homeless
We cannot take the wine
And forget those who thirst
For what is right and just;
Those whose cries have been ignored;
Those who have suffered
Betrayal and abuse.

Prayer of Consecration:
God of compassion, wounded God,
God of the cross-bound Christ,
Send down your Spirit:
May this bread and wine
Become for us the body of Christ,
Healing, forgiving, making us whole
So that we become, for you,
Loving, caring, bearing witness in hope
To a world in need of recovery.
Among friends, gathered around a table,
Jesus took the bread and said:
‘This is my body broken for you’.
And later he took the cup and said,
‘This is my blood shed for you’.

‘Do this in remembrance of me’.
The bread we break is a sharing
in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
For we all share the one bread.
Eda lewe levu ia da sa dua bau ga
Eda sa vakaivotavota ena madrai oqo
The cup of blessing for which we give thanks
Is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
Bread and wine: the gifts of God
For the people of God.
Na madrai kei na waini :
nai solisoli ni Kalou
vei keda na tamata ni Kalou

The Lamb of God:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
Grant us your peace.
The Distribution:

The Peace:
The Service of Shadows
(Tenebrae).

Reading:
49

John 11:49-53

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that
year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that

it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the
whole nation perish.”
51

He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not
only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to
bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on
they plotted to take his life.

Hymn:
Words:
Tune:

‘Ride on, ride on the time is right’.
John Bell, Graham Maule:
Winchester New, TiS 348
1. Ride on, ride on, the time is right:
The roadside crowds scream with delight;
Palm branches mark the pilgrim way
Where beggars squat and children play.
2. Ride on, ride on, the critics wait,
Intrigue and rumour circulate;
New lies abound in word and jest,
And truth becomes a suspect guest.
3. Ride on, ride on, while well aware
That those who shout and wave and stare
Are mortals who, with common breath,
Can crave for life and lust for death.
4. Ride on, ride on, though blind with tears,
Though dumb to speak and deaf to jeers.
Your path is clear, though few can tell
Their garments pave the road to hell.

First Reading:

The shadow of foreboding
Mark 14: 1-11

14 It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened
Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest
Jesus[a] by stealth and kill him; 2 for they said, “Not during the festival, or
there may be a riot among the people.”
The Anointing at Bethany
3
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,[b] as he sat
at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment

of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his
head. 4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why
was the ointment wasted in this way? 5 For this ointment could have
been sold for more than three hundred denarii,[c] and the money given
to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why
do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 7 For you
always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done
what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its
burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good news[d] is proclaimed in the
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”
Song:
Said Judas to Mary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDensWi7cuY

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
10

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief
priests in order to betray him to them. 11 When they heard it, they were
greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began to look
for an opportunity to betray him.
Painting:
(Tissot)

‘Judas goes to the high priests’

The first candle is extinguished
Silence
Second Reading:

The shadow of betrayal
Mark 14: 12-26

The Passover with the Disciples
12

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is
sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and
make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 13 So he sent two
of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you; follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, say to
the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a
large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us
there.” 16 So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found
everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.
17

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had
taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of
you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19 They began to be
distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” 20 He said
to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread[e] into the
bowl[f] with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe
to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
better for that one not to have been born.”
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper
22

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it
he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he
took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them
drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood of the[g] covenant,
which is poured out for many. 25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink
of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of
God.”

Peter’s Denial Foretold
26
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Song:

Eat this bread

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_QTrePmuLg

The second candle is extinguished
Silence
Third Reading:

The shadow of inner agony
Mark 14: 27-42

And Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written,
‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.’
28
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said
to him, “Even though all become deserters, I will not.” 30 Jesus said to
him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows
twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 But he said vehemently, “Even
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the
same.
27

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
32
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
“Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took with him Peter and James and John,
and began to be distressed and agitated. 34 And he said to them, “I am
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” 35 And
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if
it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said,
“Abba,[h] Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me;
yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37 He came and found them
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not
keep awake one hour? 38 Keep awake and pray that you may not come
into the time of trial;[i] the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same
words. 40 And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their
eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. 41 He
came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking
your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at
hand.”
Song:
‘Stay with me’.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCr2tn4yYKY

The Agony in the Garden, 1590-1600, El Greco

The third candle is extinguished
Silence
Fourth Reading:

The shadow of desertion
Mark 14: 43-52

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
43

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead
him away under guard.” 45 So when he came, he went up to him at once
and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 Then they laid hands on him and
arrested him. 47 But one of those who stood near drew his sword and
struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 48 Then Jesus said
to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as
though I were a bandit? 49 Day after day I was with you in the temple
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be
fulfilled.” 50 All of them deserted him and fled.

51

A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen
cloth. They caught hold of him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran off
naked.

Painting:

The Taking of Jesus (Caravaggio)

The fourth candle is extinguished
Silence
Fifth Reading:

The shadow of denial
Mark 14: 53-72

Jesus before the Council
53

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders,
and the scribes were assembled. 54 Peter had followed him at a distance,
right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the
guards, warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the
whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to
death; but they found none. 56 For many gave false testimony against
him, and their testimony did not agree. 57 Some stood up and gave false
testimony against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another,
not made with hands.’” 59 But even on this point their testimony did not
agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus,
“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 61 But he
was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you
the Messiah,[j] the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and

‘you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of the Power,’
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’”
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need
witnesses? 64 You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?”
All of them condemned him as deserving death. 65 Some began to spit
on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!”
The guards also took him over and beat him.
63

Peter Denies Jesus
66
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the
high priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared
at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from
Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what
you are talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt.[k] Then the
cock crowed.[l] 69 And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say
to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it.
Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly
you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to curse,
and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking
about.” 72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then
Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.

The fifth candle is extinguished
Silence
Sixth Reading:

The shadow of abandonment
Mark 15: 1-15

Jesus before Pilate
15 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with
the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led
him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, “Are you
the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 3 Then the chief
priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, “Have you
no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus
made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Christ before Pilate, by Hungarian painter Mihály Munkácsy in 1881.

Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified
6
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for
whom they asked. 7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8 So the
crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his
custom. 9 Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you
the King of the Jews?” 10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that
the chief priests had handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up
the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12 Pilate
spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do[a] with the man
you call[b] the King of the Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify
him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed
him over to be crucified.

Hymn:
Here hangs a man discarded
Lyrics: Brian Wren;
Tune: O Sacred Head
1

Here hangs a man discarded,
a scarecrow hoisted high,
a nonsense pointing nowhere
to all who hurry by.

2

Can such a clown of sorrows
still bring a useful word,
when faith and love seem phantoms
and every hope absurd?

3

Yet here is help and comfort
for lives by comfort bound,
when drums of dazzling progress
give strangely hollow sound:

4

Life, emptied of all meaning,
drained out in bleak distress,
can share in broken silence
our deepest emptiness:

5

And love that freely entered
the pit of life’s despair,
can name our hidden darkness
and suffer with us there.
The last candle is extinguished.

A bell tolls 33 times, remembering the years of Jesus’ life
The Christ candle is led out of the church
We leave the church in silence

