
 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of  our work and  

our 36 sites are on the land of  traditional owners.   

We pay respect to the traditional custodians of  the land on 

which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,  

and emerging leaders. 

 

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta, Hospitality,  

Community and Mental Health Services across Greater Sydney,  

Central Coast, Hunter and Mid-North Coast 

OUR NEWS  

  17th January   

2021 

 

 

A Church-Based Community Transforming Lives 

Our Values Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith & Hope 

 







LEIGH Congregation 

 
THANK YOU REV. DR. AMELIA! 

As Amelia will be going on leave shortly (19 January), we 
send our love and prayers to her – and say a big “thank you” 
for everything.  Amelia’s contributions have been many – and 
ones of significance to our congregations and the university 
during a busy and challenging period. We have deeply valued 
Amelia’s compassion, conscientiousness and dedication, and 
her musical gifts and many broader contributions. Amelia’s 
ministry at PM will officially close on 28 February and she will 
be taking up a position at Eastwood Uniting.  
 

WORSHIP @ LEIGH MEMORIAL - JANUARY 
Please consult the weekly newsletters for updates regarding this month’s worship 
arrangements and special programming. For further information, please contact 
Reception: 9891-2277. 
 
LEIGH MEMORIAL ‘JANUARY SERIES’: RURAL COMMUNITIES 
This year, our January series is utilising photographs and prayer points to highlight 
key church and community issues – and to remember those impacted by ongoing 
crises in Australia and throughout the world. Prayer Point – Rural Communities/ 
UCA Bush Chaplains: Let us pray for our country’s farmers and their families - and 
both general and Aboriginal communities in rural Australia that are continuing to 
battle social injustice, educational and health care inequities, and extreme weather 
conditions in addition to mental health, family and financial struggles on the land.  
About our UCA ‘Bush Chaplains’: “Our Bush Chaplains fulfil a role that most people 
would struggle to do. Visiting people on properties for a cuppa and a chat, they are 
often on the frontline for identifying issues. They lend a sympathetic ear and can 
refer people to other service providers as appropriate. They provide practical,  
pastoral and spiritual support to those in need. Travelling tens of thousands of  
kilometres every year, our Bush Chaplains collectively visit thousands of families 
and individuals (including farmers and miners), but getting to remote locations is 
one of the biggest expenses. From just $10 per month, you can gift an extra tank of 
fuel for one of our Bush Chaplains.” To donate, go to:  https://frontierservices.org/
how-we-help/bush-chaplaincy/ Photos: Australian landscape/ rural leadership  
program, 2020 (Sources: painaustralia/graincentral). 
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LEIGH MEMORIAL GROUPS & PROGRAMS 2021 

Most of our congregation groups take a break during January and resume in early 
February. Group coordinators will contact members when regular programs are 
ready to re-commence – and inform them about specific arrangements relating to 
COVID-safety, as needed.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
Anyone needing pastoral care/ support during January - or - any additional  
information and assistance, please contact the Pastoral Team or the Mission office.  
 

 

 

Rev. Dr Amelia Koh-Buttler donated quite a few books to the Church Library last year.  
These books are available to any interested congregation  

members and are based in the Church Office  
 

"Paul: Apostle of the Free Spirit" by Bruce, F.F. ((Frederick Fyvie), 1910-1990); 

"Christian religious education : sharing our story and vision" by Groome, Thomas H; 

"The soul of a leader : finding your path to fulfillment and success" by Benefiel,  
Margaret; 

"Gifted to lead : the art of leading as a woman in the church" by Beach, Nancy; 

"Swimming between the flags : reflections on the Basis of Union" by Abetz, W. 
(Walter); Abetz, Katherine, 1951-; 

"Building stronger communities" by Hughes, Philip J; Black, Alan; Kaldor, Peter;  
Bellamy, John; Castle, Keith;  

"Spirit matters : how making sense of life affects wellbeing" by Peter Kaldor, Philip 
Hughes, Alan Black; 

                   FAREWELL TO DEAR JOAN 

We are sad to convey the news of Joan Egan’s passing 
this week. Joan was a loving wife, mother and friend, 
and long-serving member of the Leigh Memorial  
congregation. She contributed generously in a variety of 
capacities – including as a prayer support person to our 
ministers and congregation, a member of successive 
Leaders’ teams, a member and participant in multiple  
congregation groups and programs, including those for 
the benefit of Parramatta Mission, and was a keen  
supporter of pastoral care initiatives. Joan has been 
missed since she entered a local aged care facility a few 
years ago and has been the subject of ongoing prayer. 
Thank you for everything Joan, including your great  
personal warmth and care for others, and we offer our 
prayers for your friends and family at this sensitive time. 
Funeral details will be provided. Enquiries: 9891-2277. 



 

 
Welcome to worship at Westmead today ON ZOOM 
ZOOM:https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/3958336709 
 
The service today will take place at the Westmead church, and will be led by the Young Adults 

Group, of the three congegations of Parramatta Mission. This is very exciting to have these 

young people leading the service for all of the congregations. Thank you to them all. Rev. Amelia 

will be with them and this will be her last service as part of Parramatta Mission, as she will be 

taking leave until her Closure of Ministry service at the end of February, 2021. Rev. Amelia will 

be moving to Eastwood Uniting Church after that time. 

Last Sunday, 10th January, was perfect weather for the outdoor service held in Parramatta Park 

for the Leigh Fijian and Leigh Memorial congregations, while the Westmead congregation had a 

zoom service. It was very pleasing to have members of the other congregations, who were  

unable to attend in the park, join in the Westmead zoom service. 

Lyn Graham has been Chaplain at Mayflower Retirement Village, now Uniting Westmead, for 

many years. Lyn is retiring and had her final day on Friday 15th January, 2021. Lyn will be  

greatly missed by all the people she has supported spiritually and emotionally through many  

experiences. We wish Lyn a long and happy retirement, and God’s Blessings on her and her 

family too. A farewell service was held at Uniting Westmead on Thursday, 14th January, and  

also included a Blessing of the new chapel, and was watched via zoom by residents and friends. 

Trish Rooney, well known to many from Parramatta Mission, will commence as chaplain at  

Uniting Westmead in January, 2021. It will be great to see Trish around. 

This month of January has seen some special birthdays. 

Mere Vulaono celebrated her 70th birthday on 2nd January, and was treated to a very special 

rejuvenating experience by her family. Mere, more amazing than ever now! Mere is an elder of 

the Westmead congregation, and also a carer of the special friends from No. 28., who are part of 

the congregation. They are cared for like a family. God be with you Mere. 

Also, Carol Scanlon, who is a resident of No. 28, on 13th January, 2021, celebrated her 60th 

birthday! Carol, we wish you a very Happy Birthday. You may have lots of new jewelery for your 

birthday? We will look forward to seeing it one day. 

WESTMEAD Congregation 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/3958336709


 

WITH LOVE TO THE WORLD is used for the 

Westmead Bible Study. It is time to re-order 

the books for the period following 14th  

February. WOULD YOU PLEASE LET  

LORNA KNOW IF YOU WISH TO ORDER A 

BOOK. Cost is $5. 

If you wish to purchase for one year, the cost 

is $24.and you can purchase direct using 

credit card over the phone, or from the website www.withlovetotheworld.org.au 

WESTMEAD ELDERS: 

KAREN BANFIELD (CHAIRPERSON) and contact person for WORSHIP 0488 101 469 

LORNER PORTER - contact person for ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 0408 365 478 

JAN ROBSON - contact person for PRAYER CHAIN and PASTORAL 0418 438 901 

BIJU CHAKO 0420 275 396 

OFFERING: Your offering may be left at the reception of 175 Hotel, in an envelope marked 

Westmead congregation. It will then be collected by Lorna and deposited.. 

Alternatively, you may make electronic deposits, details as follows: 

Account Name: PM DIRECT WESTMEAD 

BSB 634634  

Account number: 100046885 

BIBLE STUDY is in recess until February, 2021 

OTHER ACTIVITIES are in recess until further notice. 





 

1. Lotu ena sigatabu 17/01 – Eda na lotu cokovata tiko kei na lotu vakavavalagi ena sigatabu  
qo. Ena veiqaravi tiko kina nai Talatala Amelia kei ratou na tabagone ka sa otioti ni nona soli 
vunau vei kedatou ni sa vakarau gole yani ena nona lesilesi vou ni veiqaravi. Na sokalou 
ena qaravi tiko ena zoom. 

 

2. Veinanumi ena Masu: 

Kerei meda veinanumi tiko ga ena veimasulaki vei ira na nodatou qase Aqriu Rogoimuri, 
Vilikesa kei Mereoni Kamotu, S Qata, ratou na veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou vavakoso vaka viti 
kei na veivuvale kece sara ena loma ni nodatou vavakoso. Me nanumi tale tiko ena noda 
masu na veiqaravi ni Bula Feeding.  

 

 

PASTORAL MESSAGE 
 

The “heavens open up” the value of humanity 

 

. 

 

 

Foster your faith this week 

 

Jon 3:1-5,10 

Ps 62:5-12 

1 Cor 7:29-31 

Mk 1:14-20 

Fijian Congregation 



 
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for 

 

Our Community 

• We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We give thanks for 
welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help keep us all safe 

• We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging conversations. 

PM Westmead 

• We pray for chaplain Sarah and the ministry at the Children’s hospital, for the teams and 
guests at 175 and Wesley Apartments, for those who are contemplating life changes, for 
those who grieve, especially Karen, Kath and Amelia.We pray for the researchers and health 
care responders at Westmead WSU campus. 

PM Korean Faith Community 

• We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for Rev Hyung Goo and Hannah. 

PM Leigh Memorial 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for the beautiful blessing of Joan in our lives and for her many contributions. Fill our 
hearts with the shining light of her love, our minds with the joy of her memory and our future with 
the promise of your steadfast support and care for those who grieve. Amen. 

• We pray especially for those whose health is not the best. We ask for calmness for people 
having treatments for illnesses and for the courage of their carers 

• We particularly remember - Betty E (who is doing well and singing along to Songs of Praise 
on Sunday mornings) Himmi and family, Liz and family and Jolame. 

• For those who are experiencing anxiety around home, work or life changes, we pray for  
supportive community. We continue to pray for those unable to gather, community members 
who are unwell, people who are unable to work and those who are lonely or depressed. 

PM Fijian 

• We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond. 

• We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly commissioned Pastor in the 
Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT. 

• We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our wonderful  
volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of rain or storms and for 
those who have been sleeping rough. 

Wider Work 
 

• for the Chaplaincy at Westmead and the transition of the Team as people come and go - we 
pray especially for Sarah as she continues while others change 

• UC leaders doing the DIGITAL MINISTRY training with Rev Amelia, learning how to use  
technology to hold communities together during COVID times. 

 

For Our Combined Parramatta Mission Team 

May God guide all our workers and volunteers to live out our values of grace, inclusion, dignity, 
faith and hope. 

Rev Vladimir, Rev Mary, Rev Clive, Chaplain Sarah, Sunil, Robert, Coral, Rev Amelia, 

Rev Hyung Goo - and their families, as they support us to serve in mission. 

We ask for God’s help to bless the world. AMEN 

Prayer Points 



 

 

Prayer Points may be sent to  

wecare@parramattamission.org.au  

 

For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call  

Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm) 

119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 

9891 2277 

Leigh Memorial Church  

119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW  2150 

9891 2277 

Westmead Church 

175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead  NSW  2145 

9891 9354 

 

IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED  

Our three ministers, Amelia Koh-Butler, Clive Pearson and Vladimir Korotkov are 

available to each congregation and members and your friends; their contact  

details are listed below. 
 

Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Interim Lead Minister) 0431 759 573 

Rev Dr Amelia Koh-Butler  0427 955 157 (on Leave from 19th  January 

Rev Dr Clive Pearson (Supply) 0409 523 024 

 
YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES 

 

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community) 0433 320 588 

 

Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital) 0429 912 943 

 

Anare Vocea ( Fijian Vakatawa) 0432 772 852 

 

  

 Pastoral Contacts 

mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au


 


