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A Church-Based Community Transforming Lives

Our Values Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith & Hope
Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta, Hospitality,
Community and Mental Health Services across Greater Sydney,
Central Coast, Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and
our 36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

Combined services in the park 10th January 2021
Westmead online
.

PASTORAL MESSAGE

Give thanks for the water
that cleanses our spirit

Foster your faith this week
1 Sm 3:1-10, (11-20)
Ps 139:1-6, 13-18
1 cor 6:12-20
Jn 1:43-51

FROM THE INTERIM LEAD MINISTER
Epiphany 1B, 2021
Matthew 2: 1-13
“There is no document of civilization that is not at the same time a document of barbarism.”
― Walter Benjamin, On the Concept of History
Unstable world, endangered child
An unstable society disturbs everyone. It endangers the vulnerable, those pushed to margins by instability.
The child is most endangered! By the instability created by those who have power and want to secure their
advantages. And endangered by the family which can be driven to breaking point.
Our story for the first week of Epiphany describes an unstable society: where a ruthless King Herod fears
the news of a new king, and uses
his power to destroy any challenger.
As Bruce Epperly writes:
… a star guides the magi, a dream warns
them to detour around Jerusalem and
the child’s enemies, and another dream
sends the holy family to Egypt, strangers
and refugees – asylum seekers – in a
foreign land, depending on the hospitality
and kindness of strangers.
This story documents the barbarism that
a society unleashes in the pretence
of being civilised.
Unstable world, endangered working class boy
Barbarism in the form of an unstable society comes in various disguised forms, particularly in our 20th
and 21st centuries. Take the moving story Jimmy Barnes, one of Australia’s greatest rock and roll
musicians, shares in his book Working Class Boy. The violence he suffered in his family as a child was
fuelled by the poverty of the inner-city slum of Cowcaddens, Glasgow. He writes: “Glasgow in 1960 was
like a bomb site. As a kid it looked to me like everything was falling down. … It was grey and coldlooking, a lot like the people, and all the buildings were covered in a layer of soot from the coal fires. So
were the people, come to think about it. You could smell the coal burning everywhere.” What else to do in
a depressed community but the pub, drinking, fighting, loving; that was all they had to cope with in their
devastated environment. The companies who gained profits and the government, colluding with the
powerful, never used the wealth they gained to revitalise the community.
And in that context this endangered child was on the experiencing end of the frustrations and
unhappiness of a father living in a “grey and cold-looking” instability.
And, as I know in myself from my war-broken family, this “passed on” abuse stays within you forever!
As Jimmy Barnes shares when he visited Cowcaddens in 1980 as an adult:
I am happy to be here but I notice that as usual there is a nagging voice in the back of my head
screaming, ‘You don’t deserve to be happy, you are no good.’ I have never really been chasing a
dream. I’ve been running from a nightmare. I still wake up in the middle of the night, short of
breath and afraid. Afraid that life will catch up with me, and all the things I’ve done wrong will
swamp me like a tidal wave and drag me down. Drag me back to where I belong. … The truth is I
have felt like this and heard this voice since I was a child, long before I was capable of doing
anything wrong.

Unstable world, liberated liberator
While the Christ child was safe in his family, unlike those of us who lived with domestic abuse, his
family was exposed to the wider dangers of that society, a number of times. Like refugees throughout all
of time, the family of Jesus are informed that his life was in danger and that they had to flee to Egypt.
And within these fragile situations and events the Christ child lives identifying with human life lived in
barbarism through the ages. God with us, in every aspect of our lives!
Yet other children are endangered, Matthew writes in 2:16, when Herod discovered that the family of
Jesus have left his region, and sent soldiers to slaughter all the two-year-olds in Bethlehem. While the
study of ancient history does not provide evidence of the actual slaughter, the cruelty of Herod was
documented by the Jewish historian Josephus: “ he ordered the execution of three of his sons; and at his
burial one member of every family was to be slain so that the nation might truly mourn.”
(Eduard Schweizer, The Good News According to Matthew, 44)
This story shares an epiphany, a revelation, that humanity is never alone especially in unstable or brutal
contexts. That God chose, out of the depths of God’s love for the world, to enter an unstable world to be a
hidden accompaniment on our journey, together to transform and liberate the instability of families and
children.
So many elements of this story also speak of liberation. In the journey back to Egypt and return, Jesus
is presented as one who will engage in a new Exodus out of places of struggle and slavery; he is greater
than Moses! Through the child Jesus those who have relationship with him are welcomed into the family
of God, regardless of race or class, such as the Magi who were well-off and of a higher class.
The New Testament scholar, Elaine Wainwright, suggests that through the visit of the Magi we are
alerted to wisdom tradition. Matthew’s listeners or readers, Jewish Christians in Antioch around 80 to 90
CE, would recognise that the name Emmanuel, God is with us, is also associated with wisdom song “in
which Sophia sang of her delight to be with the human community (Proverbs 8: 22-31, espec v 31)”.
Wainwright also suggests that introducing the Magi “may suggest a political subtext”. They come from
a different power system, the East, they recognise and worship a different king. Which means they are a
threat to Herod’s kingship and imperial rule, hoping for liberation that does not come from the centre, the
power of Rome or Jerusalem, but from a marginalised, unknown town of Bethlehem. This is a
destabilisation of unstable power.
The place of power is “ a house”, where the Magi see the child with Mary his mother. Commentators
remind us of the importance of the key image ‘house’. This is one of the main metaphors in Matthew’s
gospel for the place/space where transformation happens at many levels. Not in a palace, or a powerful
city. This place/space where a new world was emerging: where Magi, aristocrats from the East,
acknowledge this child, share their riches with this poor family; where patriarchy is suspended and Mary
is named the mother, not requiring Joseph’s patronage. As Wainwright summarises:
If one of the aspects of this movement was a realignment of relationships between women and
men, then her presence and this scene as a whole [noting the presence of Mary in the house when
meeting the Magi] may have constructed gender, status, and ethnicity in new ways among those in
Matthean households who did not take offense at such a challenge. (Shall we look for another?
63)

Conclusion
Bruce Epperly sends us on our journey into this new year with this wisdom:
A spirituality of Epiphany reminds us that God is a fellow adventurer on every road we
travel. Awakened to divine companionship, every path can become a holy adventure with
surprises and epiphanies around every corner.
But let us in Parramatta Mission remember, we who are committed to expressing liberation in our
“house”, that so many roads, places, families live in disturbed, unstable worlds. Vulnerable, pushed to the
margins by instability, where the child can be endangered! May we seek and join God as our holy
adventurer, face our own instabilities, and to release new life, forgive ourselves, share equality bravely,
live honestly and accept and process our embarrassments, anger, annoyances, and to be surprised by joy
and hope in collaborative community.
To conclude, I want to finish with the words of Jimmy Barnes, and say, “there is always a chance to
make things better” if “we” work hard together. It is the only way I have found peace with the inner
voices of my life.
Time and trauma have taken what I was born with and what I have experienced and
brewed it all into what you see before you now. Some of what I have done has not been
pretty to watch. Imagine what it was like to live through it. But here I am. Still living and
still learning. You’ve got to love life. You might not always get things right but there is
always a chance to make things better if you work hard.
Jimmy Barnes, Working Class Boy
Vladimir Korotkov

Festival of Christmas 2020
Services and items provided over the two-week period
Hearing Australia
Bra Fittings
Shoes
Liver checks
Dental Checks
GP appointments
Haircuts
Opal/Essential Gift Cards
WSLARS Band
Clothing, hygiene products, dental kits, chocolates, muesli bars, lollies and more!

Numbers associated with these services were:
Hearing Australia – over two days, Hearing Australia tested 19 people with 15 requiring
further assistance and have booked appointments at the clinic. Many people did not realise
they could receive the service for free and were delighted to have the support. People also
learnt they may also be able to receive hearing aids for free depending on their Government
Benefits.
Bra Fittings – 23 Ladies had bra fittings and received free bras. One ladies’ story: Speaks
Cantonese and very minimal English. As luck would have it, one of the Bra fitters was able
to speak her language, she learnt this lady underwent a mastectomy 20 years ago, with one
breast being removed. She had not worn a bra since as she could not find anything
suitable. A prosthetic bra was fitted and organised. On pick up, she spoke to us saying we
are ‘number one’ and had tears in her eyes.
Shoes – approximately 70 pairs of shoes were given out, the shoes were fitted to each
individual ensuring they were the best fit. So many people were delighted, with one man
immediately throwing his very worn shoes in the bin on his way out.
Clothing – a entire van full of clothing, shoes, jewellery, handbags and wallets were
donated and all were given out during the Festival. A lady was heard saying she had just
recently ‘got a job’ and was excited to have all these new clothes to wear to work.
Liver Checks – 22 people had their bloods taken for liver checks, we were advised by the
team this was a much higher number than usual and put it down to the Festival.
Dentist – 8 people were seen by the Dentist with six people requiring follow up
appointments. With two of those people, the Dentist agreed to cover the cost. We have
received dental reports for three people which do incur costs, however we are currently
seeking other avenues to help with this.
Doctor – 9 people spoke with the GP and had a mixture of their blood pressure being taken
and receiving advice and ‘next steps’ on their questions.

Dignity Bags – On one particular day, we had over 155 people collect clothing and dignity
bags.
Haircuts – 25 people received free haircuts, each person walking that little bit taller and
smiling more brightly as they left. We took a couple of ‘before and after’ photos for them to
see the difference and everyone loved it.
Opal & Essential Cards – over 160 cards per person were gifted on the final day of the
Festival. It was a lovely way to end the two-week event, with our volunteers and staff wishing
each person a Merry Christmas and stating that ‘although we can’t be together on Christmas
Day, we hope these help’. Everyone loved it and were very appreciative of the gift.
WSLARS – our very own ‘Parramatta Mission WSLARS Band’ performed 5 songs on one of
the days. This was made up of three members from WSLARS who have a passion for music
and writing songs. It was great to have our own service be given an opportunity to perform
for others. Everyone enjoyed it and the members were very proud of themselves.
Meals each day were around the 200 count – Friday 11th Dec over 220 meals were provided.

Looking to 2021
Every single service/person/organisation that was involved in the Festival has advised they
want to return/help on a regular basis. The Festival was not only a great way to help our
community members who attend our Meals Plus service, but it has also been a great way to
engage with our local service providers and build relationships. The Doctor has already
provided further details for a Physiotherapist who is the Director of the practice and wants to
get involved – the practice also has other services including podiatry which is very much
needed for our clients in Meals Plus.
We were also advised from Volunteers working in the Meals Plus Kitchen that since the
Festival has been on, they feel clients have been much more engaged, happy and talkative
‘thanking them all and actually looking them in the eyes, where they may have previously just
taken the meal and walked away’.
It has provided a great opportunity to get to know the people who come into Meals Plus.

On the ground
Volunteers assisted each day and we had great support from the Youth Team who sent two
staff members each day to help.
We had a team from Ausconnex, and Northpoint Construction (including Tim Mannah) join us
during the Festival to help out.
On the last day, the President from the Board of Directors at Parramatta Leagues Club
assisted handing out the cards.
Staff onsite included Jenny (Covid Marshall), Davyn, Paul & Bianca.

Face to Face in the Viral City
Clive Pearson

The Centre for Faith and Public Issues ran a webinar towards the end of
November 2020 on ‘the viral city’. Keith Hamilton interviewed three leaders in the
public domain to ascertain the effects on life within Parramatta CBD and the
workplace.
David Borger (Executive Director, Western Sydney Business Chamber) reflected
on what it was like for to him to work initially from home, travel into the ‘ghost town’,
and how his office had to managed life around 3 lifts. He spoke about the impact of
Covid 19 on the demand for office space, public transport and the ‘silver lining’ for
secondary CBDs like Parramatta and the ‘corner shop’ / neighbourhoods.
For Melissa Monteiro (CEO Community Migrant Resource Centre) Covid 19
enhanced the quality of family life at home: all of sudden there were shared meals
and discussions around the meal table. She was able to speak about how she had
“grown” though she noted with sadness that she had not been able to attend her
father’s funeral back in India. In terms of work it was a different story. The Resource
Centre stayed open: it found that staff needed to work in a mixed mode
manner—on site and online. It was noticeable that some folk using their service
became “more aggressive” because it was so much more difficult to cope with
financial, food and visa issues. The Centre became aware of an upsurge in
domestic violence.
Billie Sankovich is the CEO of the Western Sydney Community Forum; her work
made a very rapid transition to working online (though the Forum discovered how
not everyone has the same digital capacity and connectivity). Not having to travel
to work has not improved the work / life balance. There is less time to reflect
between meetings; there has not been the same level of shared face to face time
with other stuff. The Forum has put into place regular pulse surveys to determine
how staff are coping.

Keith also interviewed Paul Moussa who spoke movingly about Meals Plus
(Parramatta Mission); Clive Pearson interviewed Suguta Rogoimuri with
regards to how the Bula Feeding Ministry in Alpha Park, Blacktown has been
operating during this time of restrictions. Paul reflected on how the range of those
in tightened circumstances had increased; there were those queueing for
assistance at Centrelink who had never needed to avail themselves of this service
before: they were in tears—Paul was present with muffins. Now there is no
sit-down meal: it is single file, takeaway, masks. Meals Plus is now delivering 30
food packages to homes every week. This had never been done before. Suguta
reflected on how now there no opportunity to sit down with people and share their
stories; there was no touching; there were no tables set with tapa cloth and the
“big bula smiles” were hidden behind masks. She spoke of what it was like for a
group of volunteers to be taken by surprise and the need to make quick
adjustments to sanitize, mask and take temperatures. Suguta reflected on what
had been learnt from this time of Covid 19 and how the Feeding Ministry would be
prepared for anything similar in the future.
Keith, Clive and Dean Drayton inserted reflective summaries and facilitated an
open discussion time with attending the webinar. Amelia Pereira ably oversaw
the digital management.
For a viewing of the webinar, please click the link below :
https://parramattamission-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/
amelia_pereira_parramattamission_org_au/
EdmGEFIYH8hMsAI6N7kOY18B651NcbR3lzQm2ShQH8faww?e=bphAKk

…..

Pope Francis and Let’s Dream 1
Clive Pearson
For some time, I have been concerned at the lack of theological voice on
COVID-19 from our church leaders and the church ‘media’. I mean something
more than the latest advice on health and safety protocols, surveys on increased
prayer and what can be done on-line and how the future will be different. I have
been haunted by the comment made by the Oxford-based theologian, Angela Tilby,
wondering if the church had lost its voice / its message in these times of a
pandemic. I was also mindful of how Luther had responded with a mix of practical
advice and theological comment during the pandemic he faced: it is with some
relief that I happened upon Pope Francis’ Let’s Dream.
The Pope sees the present time as a time of ‘reckoning’, ‘trial’ and ‘crisis’. It is a
time of ‘sifting’. Francis assumes that how we emerge from such a crisis we will not
be the same as before. The Pope argues that these times of reckoning and sifting
‘reveal’ what is in our heart. In that respect it differs from ‘normal times’ when you
seldom have to show who you really are. Francis is deeply aware of those who
seek to exploit such situations; he is also mindful of the temptation for us to
‘retreat’: ‘we pull back for tactical reasons’. He speaks of ‘functional retreats’ where
people seek to preserve ‘their own place’ rather than allowing us to be ‘struck by
what we see, knowing suffering will change’ us. The alternative is ‘taking up and
embracing the Cross’.
Francis makes use of references to Isaiah, the groaning creation in Romans and
the parable of the Good Samaritan in his preface.

The Pope reckons that the pandemic can also be regarded as a metaphor.
Covid 19 is the most obvious, visible pandemic - but there are others to do with
hunger, the trauma of war and the impact of climate change. This present
pandemic invites us to ‘dream big’ / ‘to re-think our priorities’. It is time to serve ‘the
common good’ ‘with an overflowing of mercy’.
**********

Pope Francis and Let’s Dream 2
Clive Pearson

This work is divided into 3 parts. The first part is called A Time to See. Francis
notes that many of the world’s problems - including the virus - can seem so large,
so complicated. They leave us paralysed - or as one psychologist (Robert Jay
Lifton) has described it in terms of psychic numbing. The Pope invites us to
respond in two ways.
The first is by inviting us to see ‘faces’, especially the faces of those who suffer or
who have given of themselves. The second way is to look to the margins for so
often it is at the margins where suffering and vulnerability , exclusion and misery
most commonly happens. Citing Paul, Francis nevertheless noted that where sin
is Grace most abounds - and so notes the signs of self-giving, solidarity and
mercy. The Pope invites us to go to ‘the edges of existence’ because things can
be seen more clearly from the periphery.
The comparison is made with indifference and the emphasis on self-protection.
The Pope is particularly appreciative of those - who did not neglect a concern for
safety - but nevertheless gave off themselves for the sake of others. Compared
with that emphasis on compliance Francis writes of those whose lives have born
witness to how it is better to live a shorter life in the service of others rather than a
life spent resisting that call.

Pope Francis and Let’s Dream 3
Clive Pearson
The Pope sees Covid 19 as a time of sifting, testing. Without explicitly mentioning
this (at this point in the discussion) he turns our attention to words taken from the
parable of the prodigal son. It is time to ‘come to our senses’ and see with new
eyes.
In a way not found in the health and safety advisories, Francis reminds us that ‘we
belong to God’ and to one another. In a rather intriguing way, he reckons that the
present time is ‘our Noah moment’. He is not here referring to floods / destruction
but covenant, regeneration, a re-set into which the socially just themes of sabbath
and jubilee fit.
There are obstacles to overcome - 3 in particular: narcissism (where everything
revolves around the satisfaction of ourselves: it is only good news if it is good news
for ‘me’ ); discouragement and pessimism.
Francis reminds us that we belong to the moment. The creation and its story
transcends us. Covid 19 is like a ‘siren call ‘ to bring us back to ‘reality’.

LEIGH Congregation
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
‘Blessings’ for all as we commence a brand new year! Let us pray that 2021 brings further
breakthroughs that enable life to return to its fullest and most safe for everyone in our world.
Many thanks for members’ patience and positivity throughout all the various limitations and
re-alignments of last year and let us approach 2021 with trust in the enduring message of the
Gospel. Amen.
WORSHIP @ LEIGH MEMORIAL - JANUARY
Please consult the weekly newsletters for updates regarding this month’s worship
arrangements and special programming. For further information, please contact Reception:
9891-2277.
LEIGH MEMORIAL ‘JANUARY SERIES’: CLIMATE CHANGE
This year, our January series will utilise photographs and prayer points to highlight key church
and community issues – and to remember those impacted by ongoing crises in Australia and
throughout the world. Prayer Point – Climate Change: Let us pray for those individuals and
communities in Australia, and other countries – particularly our neighbours in the Pacific – who
are being impacted by climate change, inc. via rising sea levels, environmental losses and/or
the impacts of extreme heat and summer bush fires. Uniting Justice Statement on Climate
Change: “The Uniting Church believes that it is important for the Australian Government to set
and commit to meeting serious targets for greenhouse gas emission reductions primarily
through the promotion of renewable energy sources, measures to reduce energy demand and
promotion of energy efficient measures. The Church has a long history of concern with the
nuclear fuel cycle and remains unconvinced about the use of nuclear power as a solution to
global warming. We believe that the continued research, development and implementation of
renewable energy are absolute priorities for governments and industry in order to minimise
greenhouse gas production.” https://www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment/about
Photos: Bushfire, Australia 2020 & rising global temperatures chart (sources: SMH/ NASA).

LEIGH MEMORIAL GROUPS & PROGRAMS, 2021
Most of our congregation groups take a break during January and resume in early February.
Group coordinators will contact members when regular programs are ready to
re-commence – and inform them about specific arrangements, including. those relating to
COVID-safety, as needed.
PASTORAL CARE
Anyone needing pastoral care/ support during January - or - any additional information and
assistance, please contact the Pastoral Team or the Mission office.

Images from Christmas @
Leigh Memorial, 2020
Pictures by Mario deReland

WESTMEAD Congregation

Welcome to worship at Westmead today ON ZOOM
ZOOM:https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/3958336709
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT WESTMEAD TODAY, AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL.
SARAH BISHOP will be bringing the reflection to our service today, and we thank you Sarah,
and look forward to hearing your message.
We have all been rather disappointed with further outbreak of the corona virus, which meant a
decision had to be made to cancel our face to face worship on Christmas morning and also on
27th December, and so we appreciated being together on Zoom. Again last Sunday, most
people chose to join the Zoom service from Westmead Church. This service was to have been
held in Parramatta Park for the Leigh Memorial, and the Leigh Fijian congregations. With further
restrictions and weather uncertainty, it was changed to Zoom. Thank you to Rev. Amelia
Koh-Butler for the enormous amount of work and effort put into arrangements for all of these
services. You have brought to the congregations, wonderful and encouraging messages and
music. Also a big thank you to Mini and Biju and Alysa for attending Westmead with Rev. Amelia,
and assisting with readings, and Alysa with the technology. It was good to see you all in the
chapel.
On Saturday 6th February, 2021 will be the first COMBINED CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS
MEETING (CCLM) of this year, and will be held at Westmead between 10.00am and 12 noon.
CCLM has been meeting monthly and working together to plan and guide the congregations
through this time of new beginnings. If you have any suggestions or ideas for strengthening and
building our congregations, please speak with a leader or Rev. Amelia, Rev. Vladimir or Rev.
Clive. The CCLM is representing You, the Congregation and we need to hear from you.
WESTMEAD ELDERS :
KAREN BANFIELD (CHAIRPERSON) and contact person for Worship

0488 101 469

LORNA PORTER - contact person for Administration and Finance

0408 365 478

JAN ROBSON - Prayer Chain and Pastoral enquiries

0418 438 901

BIJU CHAKO

0420 275 396

MERE VULAONO (N0. 28)
We continue so support families at WESLEY APARTMENTS, as they support and care for their
ill children in the Westmead Children’s Hospital If you would like to assist in this work, or support
the Adult Fellowship group in Mission outreach during the year, your contribution can be left at
the reception at 175 Hotel, along with your offering, in a envelope marked Westmead
congregation, and noting what it is for. It will be collected by Lorna and deposited.
If you missed the CHRISTMAS BOWL collection, this same process may be followed.

Alternatively you may also make electronic deposits, details as follows:
Account Name: PM DIRECT WESTMEAD
BSB634634
Account number: 100046885
Bible study is in recess until February, 2021
Other activities are in recess until further notice
We heard greetings from our friends at Melrose Nursing Home and good to know they are all coping
well, (Phyllis Nicholls, Grace Hensman, Rajes Sandrasegaren)

In Uniting Westmead, we have also heard from Henry Alexander, Jean Mitchell, Lorraine Green, all of
whom are coping well under difficult circumstances with lock down.

Both facilities are in lock down at present. If anyone wishes to visit when suitable, it is necessary to call
the facility and book an appointment for a one hour visit. They all have phones and are able to take calls
if they can be reached.

A special Christmas message was received as it is each year, from the Lenus family.
They especially send their love and best wishes to Westmead Congregation.
“THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOU AND CHURCH FAMILY FOR ALL YOUR PRAYERS AND
GOOD WISHES AND FRIENDSHIP AND CARE YOU ALL HAVE SHARED WITH US. IT MEANS A
LOT TO OUR FAMILY.
Joshua is now 18 and finished high school and attends work ready program.two days weekly.
Daniel will be in year 10 this year. So good to watch their progress, and have them in our
church family.

Next
Sunday
will
be
the
last
Sunday
Rev. Amelia leaves to be at Epping/Eastwood Church.

before

We have all so much appreciated your caring and guidance
and leading through Advent
Season, and the enormous assistance you have given with
your technology expertise.
Thank you.

FIJIAN

Congregation

Young adults will be taking the Combined services on th 17th January 2021

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for
Our Community
•

We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We give thanks for
welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help keep us all safe

•

We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging conversations.

PM Westmead
•

We pray for chaplain Sarah and the ministry at the Children’s hospital, for the teams and
guests at 175 and Wesley Apartments, for those who are contemplating life changes, for
those who grieve, especially Karen, Kath and Amelia.We pray for the researchers and health
care responders at Westmead WSU campus.

PM Korean Faith Community
•

We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for Rev Hyung Goo and Hannah.

PM Leigh Memorial
•

We pray especially for those whose health is not the best. We ask for calmness for people
having treatments for illnesses and for the courage of their carers

•

We particularly remember - Betty E (who is doing well and singing along to Songs of Praise
on Sunday mornings) Himmi and family, Liz and family and Jolame.

•

For those who are experiencing anxiety around home, work or life changes, we pray for
supportive community. We continue to pray for those unable to gather, community members
who are unwell, people who are unable to work and those who are lonely or depressed.

PM Fijian
•

We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond.

•

We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly commissioned Pastor in the
Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT.

•

We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our wonderful
volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of rain or storms and for
those who have been sleeping rough.

•

Wider Work
We pray for Parramatta Abbotsbury Uniting Church
•

for the Chaplaincy at Westmead and the transition of the Team as people come and go - we
pray especially for Sarah as she continues while others change

•

UC leaders doing the DIGITAL MINISTRY training with Rev Amelia, learning how to use
technology to hold communities together during COVID times.

For Our Combined Parramatta Mission Team
May God guide all our workers and volunteers to live out our values of grace, inclusion, dignity,
faith and hope.
Rev Vladimir, Rev Mary, Rev Clive, Chaplain Sarah, Sunil, Robert, Coral, Rev Amelia,
Rev Hyung Goo - and their families, as they support us to serve in mission.
We ask for God’s help to bless the world. AMEN

Pastoral Contacts
Prayer Points may be sent to
wecare@parramattamission.org.au
For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm)
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Leigh Memorial Church
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Westmead Church
175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead NSW 2145
9891 9354
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED
Our three ministers, Amelia Koh-Butler, Clive Pearson and Vladimir Korotkov are
available to each congregation and members and your friends; their contact
details are listed below.
Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Interim Lead Minister) 0431 759 573
Rev Dr Amelia Koh-Butler 0427 955 157
Rev Dr Clive Pearson (Supply) 0409 523 024
YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community) 0433 320 588
Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital) 0429 912 943
Anare Vocea ( Fijian Vakatawa)

0432 772 852

