WESTMEAD CONGREGATION
Welcome to Worship
Sunday December 20, 2020
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/3958336709

ADVENT 4

Annunciation to Mary .
Saget, Father George

(using materials from the Christmas Bowl,
National Council of Churches)

The Bells
The Bells call us to be still
and prepare our hearts once again
for gathered worship.
https://youtu.be/0lyp2i2cRKk

Voice 1
We want everything to look nice:
the decorations of the season,
our homes with their lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons.
We want to lighten the darkness around us,
bring beauty to the ugliness that wears us down.
We decorate, because it is tradition.
Because it lifts our hearts.
Because it makes us feel like children again.
We deck our halls because company is coming.
Voice 2
The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said,
“God will give a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.”
No matter how far we feel from the spirit of the season,
God promises to decorate us with love and with joy.
Lighting of Four Advent Candles
We light these candles as a sign of our joy
in the beautiful things of this season
– not just the things that glitter and flash,
but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul,
the beauty of love shared in service and hospitality.
We light this candle of joy because company is coming.
O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
OPENING HYMN - O Come, O come Emmanuel (Em/E)
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vvfhd2ise0tuwsr/1%20%20O%20Come%2C%20O%20Come%20Emmanuel%20%20Christmas%20piano%20instrumental%20with%20words2.mp4?dl=0

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and fill our lives, all dark and fear dispel,
as once an exiled Israel you found,

redeemed, restored and set on holy ground.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us
and in our hearts will dwell.
O come, O light of Christ, so bright and clear
and lift our spirits by your advent here.
In all who gather, show us your face,
that we may know the warmth of your embrace.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us
and in our hearts will dwell.
O come, O Wisdom, mind and heart divine,
help us restore a world we’ve let decline.
Enlighten us; your way we would know
and show us where new seeds of hope to sow.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us
and in our hearts will dwell.
O Advent God of hope, joy, love and peace,
in you we pray our sad divisions cease.
Bind us as one, a people of grace,
for at your table each one has a place.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to us
and in our hearts will dwell.
(Words Susan Wickham, Minister of the Word, UCA Adelaide, SA, 2010).

Introducing the theme of JOY
http://ctm.ucahost.com/Movie_files/Zoriahjoy.mov

Prayer
“The One who is the true light, who gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world.” John 1:9
You sent your prophet John to prepare the way
for the coming of your Son, our Saviour.
You gave a song to Mary!
Throughout our sacred stories,
we hear of those who have praised God and we join our voices with theirs.

Truly – the Spirit in our hearts
and the words of our mouths
become excited and energised as we think of the promises of God.
There are wonders and joys to share.
Yet – sometimes – we can be half-hearted.
Sometimes we hold back.
Sometimes we struggle to give God the praise.
Instead, we focus on our own concerns,
blinded to the things of God and God’s love for the world around us.
Forgive us, dear Holy One,
For the times when we fail to see our part within your plan.
Restore us to live with right hearts and minds and actions.
May the joy of Christ penetrate our lives and the life of your world
Send your joy like a sudden downpour of refreshing rain
You make our hearts glad, our feet to dance and our voices to sing!
Advent poem
I did not know how, this year,
Advent would feel like Lent.
That I would feel the need
to pare things down.
That this year, like the riot of blooms
of the bouganvillia,
it would seem a fraction bright,
a little over-done.
Perhaps it’s just I’m not yet ready
for festivities,
or the resemblance of something
that in truth, this season’s not.
Perhaps the tinsel on the tree
is all a glitter on something false,
and instead,
there’s a drawing
to the garden’s unkempt bed,
where the real trees are adorned
with nature’s rustic ornaments.
Perhaps I want to wash my hands,
scrub them clean as a gardener in from outdoors.
Perhaps I want to start again.
And maybe that is it, for me,
Advent’s truth in a nutshell,
is the babe in virgin arms,
new to a tired world.
(Source: Ana Lisa de Jong, Living Tree Poetry, December 2019)

Words of Assurance
Do you feel it? God’s tender mercy rests on you, heals you, transforms you.
Do you see it? God’s Light breaks into our lives, and shows us the way.
Renewed and made whole, we see the path God has prepared for us
— the way of peace, the way of hope, the way of grace, the way of service.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
(Source: Thom Shuman, http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/)

Song for reflection

For everyone born, a place at the table
(words Shirley Erena Murray)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmIe0svKuQc
For everyone born, a place at the table,
for everyone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,
for everyone born, a star overhead,
and God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice and joy!
For woman and man, a place at the table,
revising the roles, deciding the share,
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,
for woman and man, a system that's fair,
and God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice and joy!
For young and for old, a place at the table,
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,
for young and for old, the right to belong,
and God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice and joy!
For just and unjust, a place at the table,
abuser, abused, with need to forgive,
in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy,
for just and unjust, a new way to live,
and God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice and joy!

For everyone born, a place at the table,
to live without fear, and simply to be,
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,
for everyone born, the right to be free,
and God will delight when we are creators
of justice and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators
of justice, justice and joy!

Readings
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

God’s Covenant with David
1

I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD,[a] forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2
I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
3

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:
4
‘I will establish your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.’”Selah
19

Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said:
“I have set the crown[a] on one who is mighty,
I have exalted one chosen from the people.
20
I have found my servant David;
with my holy oil I have anointed him;
21
my hand shall always remain with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him.
22
The enemy shall not outwit him,
the wicked shall not humble him.
23
I will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
24
My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him;
and in my name his horn shall be exalted.
25
I will set his hand on the sea
and his right hand on the rivers.
26
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’

Luke 1:26-38

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I
am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
27

Luke 1:46b-55

Mary’s Song of Praise
46

And Mary[a] said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
Reflection

Vladimir Korotkov

Offering
Thank you God for the hints of joy in the midst of life’s difficulties and calamities. By
your Spirit, take what we offer, small that it is, to bring blessing and joy to others.
With our gifts we dedicate our lives to you, for your glory. Amen
Prayers of the People
Advent Prayer
God of hope,
who brought love
into this world,
be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope,
who brought peace
into this world,
be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope,
who brought joy
into this world,
be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope,
the rock we stand upon,
be the centre,
the focus of our lives always,
and particularly this Advent time.
(Source: John Birch, Faith and worship)

We now have a time of praying aloud or silently. If you speak your prayer, please finish
saying “Come, Jesus Christ” and we will respond “Come to bring us peace”.

God when joy is depleted,
help us not to miss the surprising splashes of brilliant light and colour
in the world you have made.
God who cares for the broken hearted,
shine your light into places of despair and hopelessness.
Provide safety and security so that fear and suspicion may be replaced by trust.
We look to that day when there is understanding and respect
across our differences and people of different faiths and ethnicities
will not be misrepresented or vilified.
Help us, like John to testify to your light that shines in every place.
...And now let us join together in the Lord’s prayer.

Song

Once in Judah's least known city
(words John L. Bell)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IonObKVpQ0g

Once in Judah's least known city
Stood a boarding house with back-door shed,
Where an almost single-parent mother
Tried to find her new born son a bed.
Mary's mum and dad went wild
When they heard their daughter had a child.
He brought into earth a sense of heaven,
Lord of none and yet the Lord of all;
and his shelter always was unstable
For his mission was beyond recall.
With the poor, with those least holy,
Christ the King was pleased to live so lowly.
Can he be our youth and childhood's pattern
When we know not how he daily grew?
Was he always little, weak and helpless,
Did he share our joys and problems too?
In our laughter, fun and madness,
Does the Lord of love suspect our gladness?
Not in that uncharted stable
With the village gossips standing by,
But in heaven we shall see him Here as much as up above the sky If, in love for friend and stranger,
We embrace the contents of the manger.
Sending Out
Go out as God’s joy-filled people to find joy whatever circumstances of life you face.
Know God’s favour and share God’s joy with those you meet along the way. Go,
ready to receive the blessings: of God’s great, enduring love, of Christ’s freeing
grace, and the Spirit’s encouraging nurture.
Go rejoicing in God our Saviour who has does great things!
Amen

