CHRISTMAS MORNING
25th December 2020

(using materials from the Christmas Bowl, National Council of Churches)

Call to Worship
Sounds of summon call us to be still
and prepare our hearts once again
as we gather this Christmas morn.
[Choose one]
Lali https://youtu.be/n2kYa-OZBE4
Bells https://youtu.be/0lyp2i2cRKk
Lighting the Christ Candle
The light of Christ has come into the world.
Badayala DjesuChristkuny bilin bunan dhiyal munatha’ŋur. (Yolgnu)
‘Aboriginal people carry sacred stories that tell of the coming of light
into the world.
Today we give thanks that Christ is born into our world.’
- Maratja Dhamarrandji
God overcomes our darkness.
Thank you God, for the gift of light!
Loving God, guide our feet to the stable
that in faith we would kneel at the manger in Bethlehem.
Thank you for the gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy and
Love that are ours this day. Amen.

Carol - O Come All Ye Faithful https://youtu.be/Q8dgI4-bVPU
O Come All Ye Faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb:
Very God, begotten, not created;
O come...
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God in the highest;
O come...
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come...

Affirmation of Faith
We gather around an ancient story
that has become sacred for us in the telling and remembering.
We gather around the story of Jesus!
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.
He was the long-awaited Messiah
whose coming was prophesied.
The same Jesus lives today in our hearts.
He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment.
In Jesus Christ our hope is fulfilled;
our love is consummated;
our joy is complete;
and our peace is sealed.
Rejoice, a Saviour is born.
A Saviour is born, indeed.
Readings
Isaiah 52:7-10
John 1:1-14

Christmas Reflection

Prayers

Offering
Unpredictable God, You come in surprising ways.
In actions so unexpected.
Who would have thought that You would come
as a tiny babe and make home in this world?
Yet it is so!
And the world has never been the same since your coming.
For this gift of our Saviour
we would give you the wonder of our minds and the gratitude of our
hearts.
Be born not only in a stable long ago but in our hearts today.
Use the gifts we offer to bring your liberating love to the lives of
many. Amen.
We continue in prayer…
Child of Bethlehem,
You chose to lay aside your glory born among us
in simplicity and poverty, lowliness and humility.
We kneel at the manger and put our faith in you.
Where peace is difficult to achieve, when hopes are dashed,
when joy is stolen, or love withheld,
may your abiding presence bring light in the darkness.
Child of Bethlehem, we pray for all children
especially those born in poverty and vulnerability.
Strengthen those facing illness
and those who have lost loved ones because of Aids and COVID-19.
Be with those living on the margins because of poverty or exclusion,
comfort families facing uncertainty and those seeking safety.
Grant your light to shine on your people around the world.

In silence, we offer our praise and thanksgiving.
In silence, we offer our sorrows and longings.
In silence, we ask for a restoration to hope, peace, joy and love.
We pray as our Lord taught us:
The Lord’s Prayer in Auslan
https://youtu.be/F26INVeGw1A
Assurance
This day, we celebrate that God is reborn!
God comes in mercy and love to forgive and to bless!
Glory to God!
Glory to God!
Glory to God in the highest!
Carol - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (F/C)
https://youtu.be/lCt1s44cfMM
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th‟angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin‟s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’ incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Blessing
Bethlehem is the beginning not the end of our journey with
Christ!
We take with us the joy of Mary, the dreams of Joseph,
the wonder of the shepherds, and the song of the angels.
To God be glory and praise now and forever!
In the birth of Jesus God has provided the world with a great
and guiding light!
May the blessing of the God, known to us in Christmas, enable us
to be a blessing to others.
We go from here with the light of Christ shining in our hearts.
Amen and Joyous Christmas!

