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A Church-Based Community Transforming Lives

Our Values Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith & Hope
Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta, Hospitality,
Community and Mental Health Services across Greater Sydney,
Central Coast, Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and
our 36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

From the Interim Lead Minister
Reflection
Advent 1, Mark 13: 24-37
Love is most nearly itself
When here and now cease to matter.
… In my end is my beginning.
Love is most nearly itself
When here and now cease to matter.
Old men ought to be explorers
Here or there does not matter
We must be still and still moving
Into another intensity
For a further union, a deeper communion
Through the dark cold and the empty desolation,
The wave cry, the wind cry, the vast waters
Of the petrel and the porpoise. In my end is my beginning.
T.S.Eliot, East Coker
Advent is movement. Away from “now”! An “event-ing”, arriving at the end of “now”. Unfolding the
stable womb-like comforts and wrapplings of our being enfolded within the securities and anxieties of the
now. “An invention being made”, according to the Cambridge Dictionary. Advent shakes up business as
usual, unsettling it into movement, “when here and now cease to matter”, sharing Eliot’s images.
In Mark’s story written just a few years after the Roman army brutally crushed the Jewish revolt in 6667ACE and punished many Jews, advent is movement and event beyond the here and now of tragedy,
releasing the power of love in which God is concealed yet present in faith and hope to those who have lost
hope.
William Loader writes about Mark’s story:
It is very hard for most of us to walk in those shoes. What does it mean to feel that things are so bad
the only hope is going to the end of the world? The poetry of pain and despair, the fantasies of
escape and resolution, challenge us to silence, to listening, to action.
The mandate is then not to ignore what is happening in the world, but to think about it, to watch, to
live in the light of it and in the light of the hope which is beyond it.
But advent is movement and event in our world “when the here and now cease to matter” to allow that
“love is most nearly itself”. Without movement, away from “now”, our lives and our families and
communities can remain “now”, stagnant and static.
A moving example of life without movement, when the here and now of the way society can name and
disempower us, is Muriel Babery’s book, The Elegance of the Hedgehog, presented in the character Renee
Michel. Renee is fixed in the “now” of her society; the here and now is her life, and even love for herself is
absent.
Renee is described as a 54-year-old widow, a lower-class person in a social system, who sees herself as
inferior to the upper class residents. In the following passage she accepts how other people see her in her
class system, as concierge or janitor, and not who she really is.

My name is Renée. I am fifty-four years old. For twenty-seven years I have been the concierge at
number 7, Rue de Grenelle, a fine hôtel particulier with a courtyard and private gardens, divided
into eight luxury apartments, all of which are inhabited, all of which are immense.
I am a widow, I am short, ugly and plump, I have bunions on my feet and, … I did not go to
university, I have always been poor, discreet and insignificant. I live alone with my cat, a big lazy
tom … Neither he nor I make any effort to take part in the social doings of our respective species.
Because I am rarely friendly – though always polite – I am not liked, but am tolerated nonetheless:
I correspond so very well to what social prejudice has collectively construed to be a typical French
concierge that I am one of the multiple cogs that make the great universal illusion turn, the illusion
according to which life has a meaning that can be easily deciphered. … it has been written
somewhere that concierges are old, ugly and sour, so has it been branded in fiery letters on the
pediment of that same imbecilic firmament …
It is tragic that she sees herself as “short, ugly and plump”. Our media reinforces such images about
women. Language is destructive. Her value to the wealthy residents of the apartments is her servanthood
in all its requirements. She does not exist as a full human being. She is willing, mostly, to adopt this place
in this system. She has decided that the only power she has is to keep within her role.
In the book, however, the author Muriel Babery shows us another side to her; being an amazing, sensitive
woman, highly intelligent, with a rich inner life and emotional state.
But Rene has decided who she is. She never lets anyone into her apartment with a huge library of
philosophy and literature. She keeps this hidden from others because she feels culturally inferior. From this
inner sanctum we enter her turmoil over her weight and insecure perceptions, her lack of worth and
physical beauty.
Advent is movement away from “now”, an event; it is the arrival of the end of the “now”. An event
arises in the apartments and Renee’s life. A new wealthy resident arrives to live in the apartments, Kakuro
Ozu, a cultured Japanese businessman. He treats her as an equal, gently receives her attempts at pushing
him away, yet with kindness, wisdom and hospitality offers her a friendship in which she can share her
hidden self and intelligence.
One beautiful moment which symbolises her growth in self-love and worth is when she goes to the
hairdresser to have a hair cut, and there she looks lovingly into the mirror, amazed to see herself from a
totally different perspective. In the words of T S Eliot,
Love is most nearly itself
When here and now cease to matter.
… In my end is my beginning.
She could only value herself if the here and now ceased to matter; that is, if her normal view of herself as
an ugly, socially inferior person ended. She could only accept she was an equal human being if other
human beings journeyed with her into a new event of shared-equal-power. Mr Ozu is a Christ-like
character, whose spirituality expressed God-like actions.
This is what salvation looks like: the movement when a broken person, disconnected from themselves
and their world, is reunited with themselves and reconciled with their community, as God moves in and
through this movement into ongoing new life.
To close with the profound words of the author in Sacredise:

There is .. a constant cry for us to be more conscious as human beings – conscious of our place in the
interconnected world, conscious of the consequences of our actions,
conscious of others and how their needs intersect with our own. There is also a
growing call for a greater spiritual consciousness – an greater awareness of the call of God to serve and
love one another, and to honour the way God has come to others who are different from us. Finally, there
is the growing sense of the need for healthy, life-bringing spirituality – a healthy awareness of God’s
grace and compassion, and of God’s saving presence which is always coming to us – in our world. This
Advent Sunday is an amazing opportunity for us to take stock of our faith, our lives, our compliance with
broken systems, and our work for justice and change, and commit to being agents of God’s coming –
God’s reign – where we are.

SPECIAL COMBINED SERVICE
ADVENT 1 Sunday 29th November

10 AM Parramatta Park
(West Domain, near Park Avenue, Westmead)

4.30 PM Zoom/phone Service
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5450786355
or phone +61 2 8015 6011 Australia

Introducing COVID Safe Worship
Our priority is to keep you all safe and model best practice care
and responsibility for our wider community.

Please observe Physical Distancing
We must follow guidelines of 1.5m between moving/standing

people, and allow 2sq.m seated outdoors or 4 sq.m indoors.
Indoors, masks are to be worn.

Understand limitations on live Music
Only solo singing indoors
Small distanced groups outdoors

If you would like to help us play HAND-BELLS, please come at 9.30

Hospitality
We must register and we can greet each other without touching.
We must not share food or drinks outside of our own household.
Please obey the directions of designated COVID marshalls

BYO
•

Picnic rug or chair

•

Hat, umbrella or shade

• Refreshments (no sharing beyond your household)
• Advent Attitude of HOPE [and PEACE, LOVE, JOY]

We live in a sunburnt country where hot days and heatwaves can
stress our bodies. Here's how to stay cool and hydrated.

Keep your body cool
Keeping as cool as possible can also help you prevent heat-related
illness. Make sure you stay out of the sun. Drinking cold drinks and
eating smaller, cold meals, such as salads and fruit, can also help you
to keep cool.
Other things to do include wearing light-coloured and loose-fitting
clothes made from natural fibres such as cotton, and taking cool
showers or baths.

Have a plan
Keep an eye on the weather forecast and know who to call if you
need help. Ask your doctor if you have any health conditions that
mean you are at greater risk of heat-related illness, and what you
need to do about them to keep well in the heat.
If you are unwell, contact your doctor or go to the nearest hospital
emergency department. If you think your symptoms are serious, call
for an ambulance immediately on triple zero (000). See the sections
below for when you may need to seek medical help.

Couple & Friends met for morning tea at Lake Parramatta
It was wonderful time of fellowship

Foster your faith this week
Is 40:1-11
Ps 85:1-2,8-13
2 Pt 3:8-15a
Mk 1:1-8

LEIGH Congregation

GOD OF HOPE: ADVENT 2020
The season of Advent is with us again, and Christmas is just around the
corner! Following is a special Advent Prayer by John Birch: “God of hope,
who brought love into this world – be the love that dwells
between us; God of hope, who brought peace into this world – be the
peace that dwells between us; God of hope, who brought joy into this world
– be the joy that dwells between us; God of hope, the rock we stand upon –
be
the
centre,
the
focus
of
our
lives
always,
and
particularly this Advent time. Amen.” (http://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?
p=677) Photo: Robyn Dunbar’s ‘Australian Flora’ Advent wreath, first
created for the season of Advent @ Leigh in 2018 and decorated with sprigs of eucalyptus &
wattle.
COMBINED WORSHIP: PARRAMATTA PARK
Members are warmly invited to attend a combined worship service in Parramatta Park
(Westmead side, near Park Avenue) at 10.00am this Sunday, 29 November – the first in Advent.
All official COVID-19 safety guidelines for group gatherings will be observed. Please BYO chair,
rug, hat and refreshments. A Zoom/phone service will be available for those at home at 4.30pm.
Please see the newsletter for details.
‘FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS’ @ PM
This year, PM won’t be holding a big lunch on Christmas Day, but will instead provide a series of
meals/special activities via a ‘Festival of Christmas’ (operating during Advent) – and – through
selling special donation gift cards online: https://parramatta-mission.myshopify.com/collections/
allin The cards include those sponsoring shelter, essential groceries, hygiene packs and a month
of meals for people in need in our community, and range in cost from $17.00 to $103.00. As
there will be no Leigh Memorial ‘Giving Tree’ this year, members are encouraged to explore the
‘cards’ option. Those interested in Christmas volunteering at PM need to contact
volunteer@parramattamission.org.au or call 9891-2277. NB: This year, the ‘Coffee Shop’ and
Fellowship Centre will be generously decorated for Christmas by corporate and community
volunteers. Thanks to all.
ADVENT STUDIES
Clive’s online Advent studies program commenced last weekend, but those interested are very
welcome to join at any time. Session details can be found in the newsletter.
PASTORAL CARE
We continue to hold all who serve us on the Pastoral Team, CCLM, Mission Council and PM
managers and staff in our prayers, along with congregation members who are grieving, unwell or
otherwise in need of additional support during this challenging time in the lead-up to Christmas.
HERITAGE ANNIVERSARIES 2021
Reminder: Next year, Parramatta Mission will be celebrating the 200th anniversary of the opening
of our first Chapel & Sunday School at Macquarie Street, plus the 30 th anniversaries of the Leigh
Fijian congregation and the Westmead congregation at Queens Road. Further information will be
available soon.
DIRECT GIVING
Offerings to support our Church & Mission may be made by direct electronic transfer. Bank acct.
name: Parramatta Mission Giving Direct. Acct. number: 100025901. BSB: 634 634. Many thanks
to everyone who has, and is, contributing in this vital way.

WESTMEAD Congregation

ZOOM:https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/3958336709
TODAY is to be a COMBINED CONGREGATIONS CHURCH SERVICE IN PARRAMATTA PARK.
(SEE INFORMATION ON PREVIOUS WEEK)
SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER, 2020 there will be a CONGREGATION MEETING following the Zoom
service. Please keep some time for this meeting when you will be brought up to date with changes and
dates happening in the coming weeks.
ANGEL TREE shopping has now been done, and parcels wrapped and ready to be delivered
Thank you to Lorna and Sue for organising this.
ACCESS TO 175 HOTEL is now back to normal from Hawkesbury Road following the completion of the
light rail in this section of the road.
CCLM is a combination of leaders of the three congregations of Parramatta Mission,
Leigh Fijian, Leigh Memorial and Westmead. Last Saturday some of the leaders of each
congregation met at Westmead to enjoy some time in getting to know one another better and to
share what is important to our congregations. Thank you to all for
your participation. There
was a little competition in skills and concentration in the activities.

How good it has been to
be able to have a
change of message on
our noticeboard this
week! Keep you eye on
it, as there will be some
changes keeping us all
involved with this special
time
of
year,
the
season
of
Advent.
Thank you to Ian and
Sue Dillon for keeping us
informed.

It was very exciting to receive a surprise pack for Advent in the mail last week. Thank you Rev. Amelia.
Lots of activity sheets, calendar, Christmas Carols and more If you did not receive one and would like to
have one, please let us know;
Elders of Westmead Congregation are: KAREN BANFIELD (CHAIRPERSON), LORNA PORTER, BIJU
CHAKO, MERE VULAONO (NO. 28), AND JAN ROBSON. Pastoral Care contact person , and also
contact person for Prayer Chain for Westmead
Congregation is JAN ROBSON phone number 0418 438 901.
KAREN BANFIELD is contact person for Worship - 0488 101 469
LORNA PORTER is contact person for Administration and Finance - 0408 365 478
Please do not hesitate to call your Elder if you have any concerns during this Covid-19 time.
We are continuing to support families at Wesley Apartments , supplying a voucher for their use and
also welcome packs to new families on arrival.. Thank you for your continued support.
Offerings may be dropped off at reception at the 175 Motel between 9am and 3p.m. each week day,
and they will be collected by Lorna for processing. OR offerings may be made electronically, details as
follows:
Account name: PM Direct Westmead
BSB634634
Account number: 100046885
STAMPS. Please keep collecting any stamps you may receive on your mail, especially with Christmas
drawing near. The stamps need to be cut with a good border around them so as not to damage them.
They will be collected and sent to the department of the church where they are sold and the proceeds
are made good use of, for various needs
DEEPENING FAITH AND RELATIONSHIPS with others.
WORSHIP: Sundays via zoom at 9.45am (link on top of Westmead page)
BIBLE STUDY via zoom each MONDAY at 2.00p.m. Zoom link will be sent.
FELLOWSHIP will occur occasionally. Your usual donations would be appreciated, and can be
collected in the way collections are made at present.

PASTORAL MESSAGE
ADVENT = to come to
Each new day, we are invited into the sacred mystery of Life.
God beckons.
We have a Guide and Companion who knows the Way.
God comes to us. We come to God.

CCLM Gathering at Westmead
Saturday 5th December
10am-12pm.

SAVE THE DATE
BLUE CHRISTMAS 18TH DECEMBER
Further details to follow

THOUGHTS IN OUR CHANGING TIMES Mary Pearson
It has been heartening to see scenes of family reunions as the border between NSW and
Victoria is re-opened. Now there will be families who look forward to gathering at Christmas and
celebrating together. What a difference it makes to have something happy to look forward to
and plan for! Spare rooms will be cleaned, menus and shopping drawn up. It may now seem
more worthwhile to put up the Christmas tree and unearth the decorations. All the traditions that
families make their own come into play. Of course, there will be many who do not have any of
this – no family to come and visit, possibly because they are overseas and can’t travel, or
maybe because there is just no-one there any longer. For many people, Christmas is a hard
time. Memories of happier times, if one is lucky, can surface again, as happens every year.
It is Advent. We are moving towards Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Christ. These few
weeks are a journey that we make every year. It has its own traditions. Maybe in your Church
you would light 3 purple candles and 1 pink one, week by week until, at last, you light the white
Christ candle on Christmas Day. Maybe you would focus on the themes of hope, peace, love
and joy. Maybe you might do that in your own home, especially this year. There is so much that
speaks to us of preparation at this time, even though Christmas itself may still seem a little
while off. How do we prepare ourselves for the always amazing yet so familiar celebration of
Christ incarnate, the Word made flesh? Do we even think about making ourselves ready? So
much has happened to us all over these last months. So much that we once took for granted
has been thrown into the air and we don’t yet know how the pieces will land. We all carry a level
of stress because of change, uncertainty, anxiety, if not actually physical ill-health and loss.
How do we welcome the Christ-child into this world?
Perhaps, though, we need to turn the question around and ask what hopes God might carry for
us, as God offers us his son, yet again, to come and live among us. Surely this cannot be an
event that we know about so well that we easily now take it for granted. If we do not want to do
that, then how do we prepare ourselves? If this were to be a loved family member coming home
to be with us, we would make all the afore-mentioned preparations. We would give it time and
thought and would be filled with anticipation. Whether we are on our own, whether we are a
couple alone together or are part of a physically present family, the Christ-child still comes.
According to some shopping malls, the plaster baby has been lying in a plaster manger in a
glass box for several days now, if not weeks. This is not how God comes among us. This can’t
be what God hopes we will see. It seems we should not be preparing ourselves merely for the
familiar. God’s way, back then was full of surprise and if the incarnation is going to become real
among us, then we should be prepared for however God may choose to be re-born, especially
in the midst of our currently chaotic world. The invitation then is to let go of our assumptions
that this time will just be a re-run of every other year. Our preparation could simply be about
taking time to open our eyes, ears and hearts to however God may speak to us, the Word made
flesh, dwelling among us.
From Wild Goose Songs, Vol.1 © The Iona Community
Who would think that what was needed/to transform and save the earth/ might not be a plan or
army/ proud in purpose, proved in worth?/ Who would think, despite derision/ that a child would
lead the way?/ God surprises earth with heaven/ coming here on Christmas Day.

FIJIAN Congregation
1.

Vakavakarau ni Siga ni sucu - Ena qaravi tiko e dua na vuli volatabu ena vola nei Joni. Ena qaravi tiko
ena loma ni va (4) na macawa. Oqo na vakavakarau yani ena siga ni sucu. Ena qaravi tiko ga ena zoom.
Na kena matailalai ena qai biu tiko yani ena (messenger) vavakoso.
Lesoni :
Joni 1 – 5
Joni 6 – 11
Joni 11 – 17
Joni 18 - 21
Oqo na tiki ni siga ena qaravi tiko kina –
26 ni Noveba
03 ni Tiseba
10 ni Tiseba
17 ni Tiseba
Gauna : 7:00pm – 8:00pm

2.

Vulavou – Sigatabu nai 6 ni Tiseba ena qaravi tiko na lotu ni vulavou na qaravi tiko kina na sakaramede
ena noda dui vale.

3. Veinanumi ena Masu:
Kerei meda veinanumi tiko ga ena veimasulaki vei ira na nodatou qase Aqriu Rogoimuri, Vilikesa kei
Mereoni Kamotu, S Qata, ratou na veiliutaki tiko ena nodatou vavakoso vaka viti kei na veivuvale kece sara
ena loma ni nodatou vavakoso. Me nanumi tale tiko ena noda masu na veiqaravi ni Bula Feed.

Enacting a Public Theology is an anthology
edited by Clive Pearson. It is available from
Reception at Parramatta Mission (9891 2277)
[or from Clive - 0409 523 024] at a cost of $20. It
deals with such diverse things as indigenous
Australia, faith and democracy, faith and climate
change, the importance of compassion, what is
home and how do we belong.

Making Ready for Advent!
Making Ready for Advent!

Zoom details:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3602745736

Phone:

0409 523 024 (Clive).

Every Christmas Day it seems as if we finish the service with a reading of the prologue to John’s Gospel (1:1-14)
-and then sing, ‘Joy to the world’!. Sound familiar? But. …..
What does this reading from John mean?
How does it fit in with the whole of John’s Gospel?
And. …..
Why is this Gospel so different from the other 3 gospels?
This Advent we make ready for Christmas and the seasons beyond through a study of John’s Gospel.
For purposes of preparation, why not read John right through from beginning to end. Come prepared!
Our studies will happen on-line at the following times:
Saturday morning:

10am to 11:30 am
12, 19th December.

All welcome
Thursday evening:

7:00pm to 8:00 pm.
3, 10 and 17 December
Fijian.

The 4 themes are:
John 1-5

The Divine Emigrant

John 6-11

The Sign

John 11-17

The Farewell

John

The Crucified and Risen Christ

18-21

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for
Our Community
•

We pray for all HSC students as they continue exams this week, especially our HSC families
and teachers

•

We give thanks that some small gatherings are starting to take place. We give thanks for
welcoming cafes and the disciplines we have learnt to help keep us all safe

•

We give thanks for coffee, tea, muffins and spiritually encouraging conversations.

PM Westmead
•

We pray for chaplain Sarah and the ministry at the Children’s hospital, for the teams and
guests at 175 and Wesley Apartments, for those who are contemplating life changes, for
those who grieve, especially Karen, Kath and Amelia.We pray for the researchers and health
care responders at Westmead WSU campus.

PM Korean Faith Community
•

We pray for the Korean community in Western Sydney and for Rev Hyung Goo and Hannah.

PM Leigh Memorial
•

We pray especially for those whose health is not the best. We ask for calmness for people
having treatments for illnesses and for the courage of their carers,

•

For those who are experiencing anxiety around home, work or life changes, we pray for
supportive community. We continue to pray for those unable to gather, community members
who are unwell, people who are unable to work and those who are lonely or depressed.

PM Fijian
•

We pray for those who are going through transitions from school to beyond.

•

We pray for the Synod Pulse Team and Ofa’s role as a newly commissioned Pastor in the
Team, resourcing youth ministry across NSW/ACT.

•

We pray for the guests at the Bula Feeding Ministry and Meals Plus and our wonderful
volunteers. We pray for those who are unable to meet because of rain or storms and for
those who have been sleeping rough.

Wider Work
We pray for St Clair Uniting Church
•

for the Chaplaincy at Westmead and the transition of the Team as people come and go - we
pray especially for Sarah as she continues while others change

•

UC leaders doing the DIGITAL MINISTRY training with Rev Amelia, learning how to use
technology to hold communities together during COVID times.

For Our Combined Parramatta Mission Team
May God guide all our workers and volunteers to live out our values of grace, inclusion, dignity,
faith and hope.
Rev Vladimir, Rev Mary, Rev Clive, Chaplain Sarah, Sunil, Robert, Coral, Rev Amelia,
Rev Hyung Goo - and their families, as they support us to serve in mission.
We ask for God’s help to bless the world. AMEN

Pastoral Contacts
Prayer Points may be sent to
wecare@parramattamission.org.au
For a conversation or to contact a Minister, please call
Parramatta Mission Reception (9am-3pm)
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Leigh Memorial Church
119 Macquarie Street Parramatta NSW 2150
9891 2277
Westmead Church
175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead NSW 2145
9891 9354
IN TIME OF PASTORAL NEED
Our three ministers, Amelia Koh-Butler, Clive Pearson and Vladimir Korotkov are
available to each congregation and members and your friends; their contact
details are listed below.
Rev Vladimir Korotkov (Interim Lead Minister) 0431 759 573
Rev Dr Amelia Koh-Butler 0427 955 157
Rev Dr Clive Pearson (Supply) 0409 523 024
YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT THESE PEOPLE FOR PASTORAL ISSUES

Rev Hyun Goo Jun (Korean Faith Community) 0433 320 588
Pr Sarah Bishop (Children's Hospital) 0429 912 943
Anare Vocea ( Fijian Vakatawa)

0432 772 852

