Uniting Church in Australia - Pentecost 7

____________________________________________________
Join Zoom Meeting https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/5450786355
Meeting ID: 545 078 6355 OR One tap mobile +61280156011,,5450786355# Australia
Dial by your location +61 2 8015 6011 Australia
The Church Council of Parramatta Mission have decided to continue online worship to
protect to support our members and guests to worship at home. This decision is made
on the recommendation of the wider church as our way of being in solidarity with the
most vulnerable in our community and allows people to worship together from a
distance. Our Liturgist today is Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler and our Preacher is Sunil Baek,
a final year Candidate for Ministry, doing his Placement with us. Before the service
begins, you may prepare a worship space for yourself by placing a cross, a lighted
candle and if possible, some flowers. Thank you.

God calls: We gather as God’s Community
Acknowledgement of Country

Greeting and Call to Worship

(Amelia)

Grace and Peace from God Our Creator be with you all!
And also with you!
We come, God of the Journey: a people from different places,
different histories different cultures.
We come hoping to find friends for the journey, solidarity for the struggle.
We gather, God of Hospitality, from our own homes – now shared with others.
We gather seeking to share in a round table, with no preferred seating – no
firsts and lasts – and no-one slipping between the cracks.
We long for a new way of living and relation – as neighbours, not strangers, as
brothers and sisters, not them and us.
We long to live fully, celebrating both the diversity of our human family,
And the unity of our call to dignity, hope and inclusion. Amen.

Song: All are Welcome. https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=js8RtT0mJpc&feature=share
Let us build a house where love can dwell
And all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
Rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions;
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where prophets speak,
And words are strong and true,
Where all God's children dare to seek
To dream God's reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
And a symbol of God's grace;
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where love is found
In water, wine and wheat:
A banquet hall on holy ground,
Where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
Is revealed in time and space;
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Intro to One Great Sunday – President Deidre Palmer https://vimeo.com/436650989
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Creator of the universe, the eternal God who is the source of time,
We worship you. We take refuge in you.
You called us from age to age, and led us step by step; You are our past, present and future.
We gather here to give thanks for the ecumenical journey of the Uniting Church in Australia.
You who brought the Church into union are continuing to shape her life
to reflect your compassion, justice and diversity.

We thank you for the 35 years of journey since we declared ourselves to be a multicultural church.
You have welcomed people of many languages and cultures into your Church.
You invite us into a deeper fellowship and understanding in order that we may accept, appreciate,
learn from and celebrate each other’s faith, expressed through our many cultures.
Grant us grace, humility, wisdom and a sense of adventure
as we continue our journey with you and each other in emerging new ways.
O God of many cultures, help us to acknowledge the diversity you are,
reflected in us – and to receive the gift of becoming One Body in Christ.
May you continue to surprise us, and open our hearts and minds
to the wonder of the diversity among us.
Teach us to love you and each other as you have loved us.

Amen

(AKB, based on a prayer by Rev Dev Anandarajan)

A Responsive Confession
Let us now look into ourselves and see where we have deviated
from God’s will for us to live in harmony, justice and peace with one another.

We confess our part in all that has caused
our disunity, conflicts, separation and brokenness from one another.
We live in a world where people are still judged by their skin colour, ethnic background, accent,
gender, sexual orientation, economic status, political conviction, religious affiliation.
We come from a world where people are lumped together by external likenesses,
where people are accepted or rejected because of peculiarities of personal or group identity.

We seek a different vision of life.
We seek a more inclusive community,
a more expansive welcome,
a more holy hospitality for all people.
We confess that we are part of the problem.
We acknowledge that we mirror in ourselves the fragmentation of the world around us.
We have been influenced by the values and well trained in patterns of thought and action.
We are immersed in the world’s subtle oppressions as well as its blatant acts of injustice.
Even without knowing it, our lives have been polluted
by popular opinions and shaped by cultural routines and rituals.

We seek a cleansing of our souls.
We seek a softening of our hearts.
We seek to be saturated in your love.
We seek to reach out and include those who are different from us
AND to be included by them.
We seek to live in the authentic Community of Christ,
in whose name we pray. AMEN
Words of Assurance
The Community of God – Creator, Redeemer and Spirit – loves us into Being.
It is God who restores and recreates us, saying: Your sins are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

Song: While Earth Remains (Korea)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5WFIXpZkng

God who made the earth declared it good in the beginning
Planned a time and purpose for all things that were and would be
While earth remains there will be seed time and harvest
Summer sun and winter moon, the dead of night the bright day.
Though humanity defiled the Eden God had cherished
God did not despise the world whose worth its maker could see.
So, in Christ God came From paradise to imperfection
Repossessing earth and people through a tomb and a tree.
We, who follow Christ discover heaven through limitation
Pruned, we bear more fruit and grafted to the vine we are free.
© 1999, WGRG, words by John L Bell

God invites us to encounter Human and Divine
Reflection

Why am I hyphenated? (Amelia)

Reading

Romans 8:12-25

Sermon

Sunil Baek

Song - May our lives and our prayers be one
https://youtu.be/2mnPokm2jUE

May our lives and our prayers be one
As our hopes shape the roads we walk on,
And when our work and our dreaming’s done
May our lives and our prayers be one.
* - - Within the rhythm of our days
* - - We take the time to muse and pray
* - - The fears we face, the tears we taste...
* - - We view in light of holy grace.
* - - We name our deepest hopes and dreams
* - For those we love and all in need.

* - We picture how the world could be.
* - We live the change we long to see.
Music by Paul Somerville, 2013 (Paddington UC), sung at Parramatta Mission, 2020

Prayers for a Diverse Church
Creator of all cultures and ethnicities, help us to see that valuing diversity stretches us to
know you more deeply. Weave together our different threads to make us whole people.

God who creates diversity – hear our prayer.
As we celebrate the anniversary of the declaration that we are a ‘multicultural church’,
we pray we might seek to make this a reality in all aspects of church life.
Open us up to become truly inclusive to one another.

God who creates diversity – hear our prayer.
Guard us from fear of the ‘other’. May our security in You lead us to justice and peace.
May we be part of a global family, recognizing the human dignity of all people is sacred.

God who creates diversity – hear our prayer.
Give us courage to challenge structures that divide, and open our hearts to different world
views and ways of understanding our place in your plan. Give us the Spirit to embrace
diversity and difference.

God who creates diversity – hear our prayer.
Help us to recognise any forms of prejudice in our hearts, legal systems and social
structures. Heals souls and spirits, shattered by racism. Ground us in compassion for all
though your grace.

God who creates diversity – hear our prayer!
Help us take the steps you call us to take to build a more just community and inclusive
church, where difference is respected and all can join hands to rejoice in the common good.

Offering of Our gifts and Ourselves for the sake of the World
Song: Let the Flame Burn Brighter by Graham Kendrick
Solo Stuart
We'll walk the land with hearts on fire, and every step will be a prayer.
Hope is rising, new day dawning; sound of singing fills the air.
Solo Alan
Two thousand years, and still the flame is burning bright across the land.
Hearts are waiting, longing, aching for awakening once again.
Chorus

All

Let the flame burn brighter in the heart of the darkness,
turning night to glorious day.
Let the song grow louder as our love grows stronger.
Let it shine! Let it shine!
We'll walk for truth, speak out for love;
in Jesus' name we shall be strong
to lift the fallen, to save the children,
to fill the nation with your song.

Chorus

Let the flame burn brighter in the heart of the darkness,
turning night to glorious day.
Let the song grow louder as our love grows stronger.
Let it shine! Let it shine!
… Let it shine! Let it shine!

Closing Prayer
Creator God, We respond to your call to live together with other nations
in peace, sharing riches and enjoying diverse languages, cultures and colours,
and caring for one another’s need.
Grant us wisdom and courage to break down the divides perpetuating selfishness,
indifference prejudice and hate.
Fill us with your vision for the renewal of creation!
Tasmanian Sung Blessing

https://youtu.be/Kxd5XyZ6y_o

May the west wind breathe softly on your shoulder
and the gentle rain refresh all life around.
May the light across the mountain paint your world with brighter days
as the tall trees lift their heads from fertile ground.
May the pain of the past meet truth and healing
and our hoping, loving, giving, bloom and grow.
May the wonder of our island nurture caring in us all
and the sacredness of land and living grow.
May the deep waters carry us to others
and the gleaming skies direct our thoughts above
may the beauty all around us fill us body, soul and mind
and regenerate our world with peace and love. - (c) John Macrae, Hobart 2019
Blessing and Sending – Sunil
God who is life, fill your hearts, Christ Jesus who is new life, inspired your hope,
The Holy Spirit, who is life giver, spur you into deeds of compassion.
____________________________________
You are welcome stay online for social time and notices…
this generally goes for 5-10 minutes.

