
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Vision 
 

A Community Transforming 
Lives 

Our Values,  
Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith 

and Hope. 

 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of  our work and our 
36 sites are on the land of  traditional owners.   

We pay respect to the traditional custodians of  the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present, 

and emerging leaders. 

 

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health  

Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,  
Hunter and Mid-North Coast 

OUR NEWS  
20th October 2019 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Leigh Congregation 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – TERM 4 
“Welcome back” to our Sunday School kids for a busy Term 4 – which will  
include Advent and our Giving Tree, Nativity Play, Prize-Giving & Party. Sunday 
School @ Leigh is open to all children from pre-school to Year 12, offers an  
inclusive, fun learning program and operates each Sunday morning during 
school terms. New kids & families are welcome. Enquiries: Liz, Samantha & 
Anne via 9891-2277. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

LANES – THANK YOU 
Many thanks to our generous Parramatta Lanes volunteers, who maintained an 
‘open church’ at Leigh Memorial each evening throughout the event. Numerous 
visitors came through and were given a warm welcome.  
 

HSC STUDENTS 
Continued thoughts & prayers for our hard-working Leigh Memorial HSC  
students, plus those in other congregations and the wider community – and our 
cohort of dedicated HSC invigilators. 
 

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY: Open Hearts, Serving Hearts 
World Community Day (Australian Church Women) for 2019 will be held from 
10am this Friday 25 October at the Salvation Army, Granville (in the hall behind 
the church). The program will include a service at 10.45, followed by morning 
tea. ‘Fellowship of the Least Coin’ donations will also be presented, with  
thanks to Margie for her efforts in co-ordinating this year’s collection.  
Enquiries: Beverly. 
 

PM PUBLIC FORUM + DINNER 
A forum on the topic: Parramatta: Is Great Good Enough? – will be held at the 
Fellowship Centre on Tuesday 29 October, followed by a dinner at the WSU 
Parramatta campus with speaker, Dr. Andy Marks, Asst. Vice Chancellor.  
Bookings are essential. Please contact Reception, 9891-2277 or enquire online. 
 

POT LUCK DINNER 
Following on from our happy ‘pot luck’ congregation dinner earlier this year – we 
are planning another meal together on Friday evening, 8 November,  
6.30 – 8.30pm in the Coffee Shop. All are welcome to attend. Please bring a 
plate of food to share. Further details to follow - enquiries: Bruce & Moses. 



 

 

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship 
Sundays 9.45am  
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm   
Fellowship- Tuesday Nov 5th 2.00pm 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm   
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am   
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm    
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am             

WESTMEAD Congregation 

THANKS  
Thanks to everyone who ensured worship and other activities continued whilst 
Rev Christine was away. So many little things which are not noticed unless they 
don’t happen! Thanks you. 
 
PLAY GROUPS  
Play Groups return on Monday 21

st
 October and Wednesday 23

rd
 October. 

 
MISSION ZONE 
Cumberland Mission Zone is on Wednesday 23

rd
 at Greystanes UCA at 1.00pm. 

Those wishing to attend please see Rev Christine.  
 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS 
Thankyou for all of you who pray through the prayer chain and from the  
newsletter. Prayer breaks through in amazing ways. We encourage everyone to 
spend some time each day praying for others and coming closer to God.  
 
HEALTHY NOVEMBER 
In the lead up to the Christmas season we want to try and assist in us all being 
healthier. The scriptures speak of the body being a temple so being healthier is 
something for us all to aim for. Likewise, as we age (and we all do) it is  
important to try and keep active, both in mind and body. So on Wednesdays 
during November we are trialling some fun Body groove exercise from 12-12.30. 
It is moving and walking (no running involved at all) and you can move in  
whatever way you are able. Please see Rev Christine for more details. 
 
OPEN DOOR BOWLS 
The next Open Door bowls is Wednesday 6

th
 November commencing 1.00pm. 

All are welcome. 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
If you can be anything in the world- what would that be?  
 



 

 

 GOSPEL YARNING 
2019  

NOVEMBER Sunday 17, 5pm – Wednesday 20, 5pm , at 
the Centre For Ministry, North Parramatta  

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS  
HOW CAN WE BE THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
IN A SECULAR WORLD?  

Gospel Yarning will again inspire, empower and connect us. This event will significantly 
raise your understanding of how the context of secularism affects the church, and  
introduce tools for strengthening your ministry in that context. This affects the whole 
church.  

Gospel Yarning 2019 is for ministers, chaplains,  
deacons, presbytery-workers and leaders of ministries in the Uniting 

Church in Australia and in Uniting NSW/ACT.  

GY2019 follows to very successful 2017 Gospel Yarning on the way the Uniting Church 
shares the gospel cross-culturally. We knew at the end of GY2017 that we had started 
something life-giving for the whole church. This is the next step – see the 2017 video 
www.vimeo.com/218120986 & our really useful library guide 2017 is at  
http://nsw-uca.beta.libguides.com/resources/gospelyarning.  
THE CORE QUESTION: HOW CAN WE BE THE CHURCH OF JESUS IN A SECULAR 
WORLD?  
Our answers to this core question in the recent past have simply not worked. We are 
not confident. Gospel Yarning will help the church to speak to the wider world and not 
diminish with age.  



 

 

If we re-connect to the core purpose of the church, Jesus and his Kingdom, we will 
gain direction, grow stronger, and find our distinctive voice. What will we say 
when society forms its impression of the church and Christians from the images 
and comments in the media? What is the Gospel that we can speak as the good 
news? We must admit that our credibility is low. Our bad deeds have brought us 
shame and our many good deeds are not well connected with our good news. 
How can we find our voice to say, with integrity and respect, so why do we do so 
much for the common good – what is it about this love of God in Christ?  
Our secular society with its economic rationalism has turned each person and 
each place into resources for profit. It is wounding our young people, crushing 
local cultures and trashing the planet. Where is the voice of the church? What is 
our Gospel?  
If you resonate with this, register for GOSPEL YARNING 2019 and join others.  
COMMENCING Sunday 17 Nov 5pm WORSHIP – Preacher: Rev Simon Hansford, 
NSW/ACT Synod, Moderator. Then, Monday 18 Nov – Wednesday 20 Nov @ 9-5.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Rev Dr Peter Hobson,  
Wesley Mission Queensland  
Formerly a local minister, university chaplain and lecturer.  
Peter is a good communicator, a story-teller teller who is a good 
thinker about the world we seek to reach.  
 
 
THEOLOGICAL RESPONDENT AND COMEDIAN:  
Pastor Paul Montague  
One-half of Pirate Church, he knows how to tell us the truth 
about ourselves, make us uncomfortable like the Holy Spirit 
does, and help us to see the road ahead.  
 
 

WE WIILL MEET TO TALK/TALANOA/YARN in OIKOS Groups, Open Space sessions, 
Elective discussions and share our stories.  
COST: $200 each. Lunches included. No evening meals included. Those on the 
leadership team will be half price.  

REGISTER: on the UME website. Anyone can register. We have reserved two 

places for each presbytery, for each CALD Conference and for Congress. No limit 
to registrations, they close Nov 10.  
MORE INFORMATION: Chair of the working group Rev Dr Ian Robinson, is the Alan 
Walker Lecturer in Mission, Evangelism and Leadership at United Theological  
College. Phone him on: 0417 687 746 or email: ianr@nswact.uca.org.au  



 

 

Luke 18: 1-8 
 

1 And Jesus told them this parable to bind them always to pray and not become  
weary.  2 He said, “There was a certain judge in a certain city who neither feared 
God nor had regard for people.  3 And there was a widow in that city and she kept 
coming to him saying ‘give me what is my just due against the one who has treated 
me unjustly’  4 And for a while he refused, but after a time he said to himself, ‘Even 
though I do not fear God nor have regard for people,  5 yet because this widow  
causes me trouble I will give her justice lest in the end her constant coming will wear 
me out.’”  6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the judge of unrighteousness says.  7 And 
will not God effect justice for his chosen ones who call out to him day and night?; yet 
God shows patience to them.  8 I say to you, he will effect justice for them at once.  
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes will he find faith on the earth?”  
        (Translation by Keith Hamilton) 
 

Reflections 
 

In verse 1, Luke, and Jesus before him, seek to encourage their people to pray  
always.  Notice the language “to bind them to always pray and not become  
weary.”  People become weary in the faith from lack of a consistent prayer life.   
Following a discipline can be wearisome.  Yet we need to follow the discipline in  
order to stave of becoming weary in the faith.  Who hasn’t become weary from  
preparing meals, doing the shopping and the washing, yet all these things are 
necesary to help have a meaningful life.  The keeping to the discipline of  
prayer is in order to keep the faith, as Luke eloquently expresses it in verse  
8 “When the Son of Man comes will he find faith on the earth?”   
 

This scripture is also intriguing.  In Hebrew the word for widow is related to the word 
for keeping silent.  This widow is far from silent.  She makes such noise that the  
unjust judge changes his behaviour.  In an honour shame society in which he does 
the dishonourable thing, he is shamed into doing what is just.  I wonder which  
character are we in the parable?  If truth be told, sometimes we are like the judge 
and sometimes like the widow.  Which one are you like today?  God never gives up 
and neither should we, and constancy in a prayer discipline can assist us to be  
refreshed. 
 

Ultimately, this text is about maintaining the faith.  Adhering to spiritual  
disciplines, such as daily prayers, Bible study, worship, assist to nurture faith through 
the long course of a lifetime pilgrimage. 
 

The collect is always a brief prayer.  Its name suggests that it was either a  
prayer said at, or near, the commencement of the worship to celebrate the  
gathering of the congregation (collectio, Latin meaning “gathering” or “assembly”) or 
that it served to sum up and gather together various other prayers. 
 

The form consists of five elements, though occasionally the third and fourth  
statements can be run together to reduce this to four.   
1. An address to God; 
2. The characteristic of God which permits the prayer to proceed;  
3. The actual prayer; 
4. A statement of the hoped-for outcome of the prayer,  
5. Either a statement of the authority on which the prayer bases itself (most  
usually, “through Jesus Christ out Lord”) or is a doxological affirmation of God,  
usually in Trinitarian terms  



 

 

 

Artist statement: “unity, sharing, 
healing, connections, love…”  

The story of Leigh Memorial Church is one of unity and sharing. This is shown in 
the painting through the ‘hearths’ or campfires – with all the people together 
and the people sharing. The hearths found by archaeologists in  
Parramatta – close to the church – had burnt leaves  
showing that they were used for ceremony only. The colour surrounding the 
hearths represents the ceremonies that were held where the church is located 
and the colour of the painting background represents burnt clay from the  
numerous hearths found in this area. The story of the painting includes flannel 
flowers to represent Darug country, with the waratahs representing healing and 
love. Footprints show people coming in and out of the church and area and we 
include animal prints – as they are our equal and share our country and are  
connected to us. These also show our connection to country.  
The river in the story shows the Darug creation story with the bara (eel) and  
includes my totem the kutukulung (turtle). The fish and platypus represent  
other totems. The story is simply one of unity, sharing, healing, connections, love 
and our creation and people.  
Leanne Watson, 2019.  

Here are an example 
 

1 Gracious God, 
2 by whose tender compassion 
 the light of Christ has dawned upon us: 
3 open our hearts, 
4 so that, joyfully receiving Christ, 
 we may declare his glory to the ends of the earth. 
5 He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Blessings, Keith Hamilton 



 

 

 

LEFT: Birthday celebrations 
at PM produced a milestone  
birthday for October. 

 
Happy Birthday 

Coral. 

 

 
 

RIGHT:  
Miyuri who has been with us for  

5 and a half months  
 has now secured full time employment 

due to the opportunity she has had   
volunteering at Parramatta Mission. 

Good luck. 

 



 

 

Preparing for  
 An Advent Study 

The church’s new year begins on the first Sunday in Advent. That is not far off 
now. You may already have heard the occasional Christmas carol being played in 
the mall! In this season of the year we change the gospel in whose company we 
will travel for the next 12 months. For 2019/2020 it is the gospel of  
Matthew.  
 

• Some of us have explored the distinctive themes of Matthew in the past. 

• This Advent we will look at 3 key texts and consider what they say and 
how they inform our spiritual life. 

 

Clive will lead three studies: 
 

Choir vestry, Leigh Memorial, Saturday mornings from 10am to 12 noon. 
 
1:  Emmanuel, God with us.    30 November 
2. The Sermon on the Mount.    07 December 
3. Whatever you did for one of these ...  14 December 



 

 

Supply Ministry   
Sa vakadeitaki na Supply Ministry. O Rev’d Clive Pearson ena 3 na siga dua na macawa. 
Rev’d Tony Floyd, 1 na siga dua na macawa. Ena vakadeitaki ni oti na nona qaravi  
vakavuniwai. 
Na veiqaravi ni Supply Ministry e sa tekivu ena macawa oqo ka na talevi ena vula o  
Feperueri 2020 

Masumasu Kerei me tomani na noda masumasu vaka matamasumasu, vakavuvale 
Me ra nanumi na veiwekani era donumaka tiko na gauna dredre: Vuvale na Sadrata kei na 
Qereqeretabua, Talatala Tony Floyd, Terry Butler kei Talatala Amelia, noda qase lomani o 
Adriu Rogoimuri , vuvale na Delana, King kei nai sema ni veiwekani, vuvale na Ravetali 
kei na Tuiloma 

Vinakavakalevu for the prayers for Adriu, Terry, Tony, Niko and their families. May 
God continue to be with them and their health. 

Last term of 2019 Keep in our prayer’s students starting their last school term for 
2019: those who are coming to the end of Primary School and will be starting High School 
next year; those who have started Year 12 this term and on their journey to HSC 2020; for 
students who have graduated and are now in the process of their 2019 HSC Exams; and for 
all the students inbetween 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with  
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all  
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 
- Philippians 4: 6-7 

Family and friends remembered and  
farewelled Daniel King on Wednesday 16 
October 2019 at Pinegrove Memorial Park. 
Thank you to everyone for all the love, 
prayers and support. May Daniel King rest 
in eternal peace in God’s Kingdom. 
 

VEIQARAVI ENA LOMA NI TOLU NA MACAWA  



 

 



 

 

 

Foster your faith this week 
 
 

Jl 2:23-32  Ps 6 
 

2 Tim 4:4-8, 16-18  lk 18:9-14 

 
Volunteering at Meals Plus and other services 

 

Our new Volunteer Manager, Bianca Ferrari, is constantly looking for volunteers 
across Parramatta Mission Services, especially Meals Plus.  

If you or your group, would like to volunteer it is essential that you  
contact Bianca on 9891 2277  

or email bianca.ferrari@parramattamission.org.au  
Thank you! 

Castlereagh Christian Conference Centre at Penrith Lakes is currently recruiting a 
new Centre Manager, to commence on 1 January 2020 or soon after by negotiation. 
The Centre is co-located with Castlereagh Uniting Church on the site of the first 
Methodist Church in the Southern Hemisphere. The "Prospectus for Candidates" is 
available to congregation members who may be interested by contacting  
reception @parramattamission.org.au. Applications close 28 October 2019. 
Grace and peace, 
 

Anthony Head Board Director 
 

Castlereagh Christian Conference Centre Ltd. 
297-305 Old Castlereagh Road 
CASTLEREAGH NSW 2749 
wwww.castlereagh.org.au 

 

Pastoral message for this week…. 
 

 

Cultivate your soul: 
Reap wisdom, mercy, justice and peace. 

 

mailto:bianca.ferrari@parramattamission.org.au
http://wwww.castlereagh.org.au


 

 

 
 
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:  
 
 PM congregations and staff. For headspace, the Parramatta redevelopment 

negotiations. The people we contact every day that we might exhibit the 
values of grace, inclusion, dignity, faith and hope.  

 
 PM Leigh Memorial: Jolame, Wilhelmina, Mae, Joan, Betty E, Hazel, Betty 

B, Neil & Darlene, Victoria & family, Marcel & Brian, and grieving  
individuals & families including Shane, Elizabeth, Gloria, Ian and friend, the 
Matutinas, de Relands and Goodins. Plus the Open Church team, Sunday 
School & Youth Group (especially this year's HSC students: Johana, Ulita, 
Gabe and Shaalane). Please let the Leaders' team know of any additions. 

 
 PM Leigh Fijian: Sosi Toa and family, Adriu Rogoimuri and  Rogoimuri  

family, Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani, Terry Butler and Talatala Amelia Koh  
Butler, Ravetali family, Tuiloma family, Sunday School Ministry, Young 
Adults and their families, Bula Feeding Ministry, Soup Kitchen Ministry, 
Samu Sadrata. 

 
 PM Westmead: Jayden and his family, Marly, Jan and family, Ruth, Wendy, 

Jan’s neighbours, Sunny and family, Joyte and her family, Corey, Lara and 
James, Judy, Grace, Lisa, Scott, Sushila and her family, Reg and Heather, 
Robyne and Phil. All farmers and their communities, Sharon, Keith and  
Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh and 
his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy and the 
boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary, Justice and family, Aravind 
and family, Tanzida, Nancy, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family, 
Rob, Jodie and Family, May, Rajes (Sandra),  Henry, Phyllis, Vita, Col’s 
family and friends, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and family,  
Rebecca, Ashima and Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela, Mr 
and Mrs S, Carmen and Rob, David and Christopher. 

 
 UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,  

Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,  
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta  
Mission, Auburn.  

 
 We join the World Council of Churches in prayer  India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
 
 We pray for Penieli Uniting Church . 
 
 
 

Prayer Points 



 

 

 

Worship Services at  

 

Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm       Open Church @ Leigh Memorial 

Tuesday    1.10pm         Holy Communion @ Leigh 

Sunday     9.30am            Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh 

 9.45am       Westmead Congregation @ Westmead 

 11.15am       Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh 

1.30pm                 Korean Faith Community @ Leigh 

 7.00pm                 Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee  @ Leigh 

 

                  

 
 

Contacts 

  

 For all e-tree news follow the link below 
 http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree 

Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548 
 

Leigh Fijian Congregation:  Tony Floyd    0401 815 110 
           Clive Pearson   0409 523 024 
 

Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588  
 

Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta , 9891 2277 
 

Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607  
 

Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354  
 

Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446  
 

Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

Children’s Hospital Chaplain  : Sarah Bishop  0429 912 943  
 

PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157 

http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree
mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

