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Our Vision
A Community
Transforming
Lives
Our Values,
Grace, Inclusion,
Dignity, Faith
and Hope.

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health
Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,
Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and our
36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

NOVEMBER @ LEIGH MEMORIAL
Sunday 3 November – Worship Committee meeting (Clive)
Monday 4 November – Couples & Friends (Robert)
Wednesday 6 November – LEAP (Leave Everything & Pray) (Manas)
Friday 8 November – Pot Luck Dinner (Moses & Bruce)
Sunday 10 November – Leaders’ Team meeting (Manas)
Sunday 17 November – Music Team service (Malcolm & Alan)
Sunday 24 November – Giving Tree starts (Liz)
NB: Youth Group dates to be advised.
‘POT LUCK’ DINNER no. 2!

THANK YOU

Leigh Congregation

Another informal congregation meal will be
enjoyed on Friday 8 November, 6.30 – 8.30pm
in the Coffee Shop. All are welcome and lifts can
be provided if needed – just let Moses or Bruce
know this Sunday or leave a message for them at
9891-2277. Please bring a plate of food to share
with your fellow diners if you can – or just bring
yourself. We look forward to your company!
Beverages will be
provided. Enquiries: Moses
& Bruce/ Leaders team.
Many thanks to everyone who represented the
PM congregations at the recent 2019 World
Community Day event in Granville. Special thanks
to Beverly & Ruth (pictured) – who are always
wonderful ambassadors for us at ecumenical
gatherings such as this. We greatly value your
graciousness and commitment over a long period
and your respective leadership and involvement in
programs such as SPOW, C & F, Church Council
and much more. Thank you both.

VISIT – PRESIDENT OF THE UNITING CHURCH
This year’s ‘Peace Dinner’ will be held on Saturday 7 December from 6.30pm in
the Leigh Memorial Coffee Shop and include a keynote address by Rev. Dr. Deidre
Palmer, President of the UCA. Admission is free. See the flyer in our newsletter for
all the details. RSVPs by 1 December to Manas or phone: 9891-2277.
FUTURE MINISTRY LEADERSHIP REVIEW
Bruce and Liz are currently representing the Leigh Memorial congregation on a sub
-committee/task group of the Church Council – formed to evaluate and make
recommendations regarding the Mission’s future ministry/ leadership arrangements
and associated matters. Facilitator of the task group is Rev. Geoff Stevenson.
ADVENT PROGRAM
Leigh Memorial’s 2019 Advent Program/schedule of Christmas events is available
in this week’s newsletter.

ADVENT 2019 @ Leigh Memorial
Please check all arrangements with group/activity leaders. Thank you.
____________________________________
Sunday 24 November – Giving Tree starts (3 Sundays) (Liz)
Saturday 30 November – 10.00am: Advent Study –
‘Emmanuel – God with Us’ (Clive)
Sunday 1 December – 9.30am: First Advent Candle lighting (Manas)
12.00pm: SPOW Christmas Lunch (Beverly)
Monday 2 December – 7.00pm: Couples & Friends Christmas Dinner (Robert)
Wednesday 4 December – 7.00pm: LEAP (Manas)
Thursday 5 December – 6.00pm: Church Council +
Congregation Leaders Dinner Meeting
Saturday 7 December – 10.00am: Advent Study – ‘The Sermon on the Mount’ (Clive)
6.30pm: Peace Dinner (Manas/ Leaders’ team)
Sunday 8 December – 9.30am: Second Advent Candle-lighting (Manas)
Saturday 14 December – 10.00am: Advent Study – ‘Whatever you did for one of
these’ 6.30pm: Youth Group Christmas Party (Samantha)
Sunday 15 December – 9.30am: Third Advent Candle-lighting (Manas)
Sunday School Nativity Play, Prize Giving & Party (Liz/Samantha)
Thursday 19 December – 6.00pm: PM Carols in Centenary Square (Keith)
Sunday 22 December – 9.30am: Fourth Advent Candle-Lighting & Carols Service
(Manas/Music Team)
7.00pm: Blue Christmas (Manas)

Wednesday 25 December – 9.00am: Christmas service (combined)

Further enquiries: Reception - 9891-2277/ LeighMemorialUniting@gmail.com

COUPLES & FRIENDS
NOVEMBER MEETING

All are invited to the next Couples & Friends Club meeting
on Monday 4th November at 7.30p.m.in the Fellowship
Centre. Our guest speaker, Sheryl McIntosh, is an apiarist
and she will share information about the lives of her busy
bees in her hives. She will be bringing bottles of honey from
her hives to sell so bring your money to buy some of her
honey. Of course, a delicious supper will complete our
meeting.
Preparing for
An Advent Study

The church’s new year begins on the first Sunday in Advent. That is not far off
now. You may already have heard the occasional Christmas carol being played in
the mall! In this season of the year we change the gospel in whose company we
will travel for the next 12 months. For 2019/2020 it is the gospel of
Matthew.
•
•

Some of us have explored the distinctive themes of Matthew in the past.
This Advent we will look at 3 key texts and consider what they say and
how they inform our spiritual life.
Clive will lead three studies:

Choir vestry, Leigh Memorial, Saturday mornings from 10am to 12 noon.
1: Emmanuel, God with us.
2. The Sermon on the Mount.
3. Whatever you did for one of these ...

30 November
07 December
14 December

Volunteering at Meals Plus and other services
Our Volunteer Manager, Bianca Ferrari, is constantly looking for volunteers across
Parramatta Mission Services, especially Meals Plus.
If you or your group, would like to volunteer it is essential that you
contact Bianca on 9891 2277
or email bianca.ferrari@parramattamission.org.au
Thank you!

GOSPEL YARNING
2019
NOVEMBER Sunday 17, 5pm – Wednesday 20, 5pm , at
the Centre For Ministry, North Parramatta

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
HOW CAN WE BE THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
IN A SECULAR WORLD?
Gospel Yarning will again inspire, empower and connect us. This event will significantly
raise your understanding of how the context of secularism affects the church, and
introduce tools for strengthening your ministry in that context. This affects the whole
church.

Gospel Yarning 2019 is for ministers, chaplains,
deacons, presbytery-workers and leaders of ministries in the Uniting
Church in Australia and in Uniting NSW/ACT.

GY2019 follows to very successful 2017 Gospel Yarning on the way the Uniting Church
shares the gospel cross-culturally. We knew at the end of GY2017 that we had started
something life-giving for the whole church. This is the next step – see the 2017 video
www.vimeo.com/218120986 & our really useful library guide 2017 is at
http://nsw-uca.beta.libguides.com/resources/gospelyarning.
THE CORE QUESTION: HOW CAN WE BE THE CHURCH OF JESUS IN A SECULAR
WORLD?
Our answers to this core question in the recent past have simply not worked. We are
not confident. Gospel Yarning will help the church to speak to the wider world and not
diminish with age.

If we re-connect to the core purpose of the church, Jesus and his Kingdom, we will
gain direction, grow stronger, and find our distinctive voice. What will we say
when society forms its impression of the church and Christians from the images
and comments in the media? What is the Gospel that we can speak as the good
news? We must admit that our credibility is low. Our bad deeds have brought us
shame and our many good deeds are not well connected with our good news.
How can we find our voice to say, with integrity and respect, so why do we do so
much for the common good – what is it about this love of God in Christ?
Our secular society with its economic rationalism has turned each person and
each place into resources for profit. It is wounding our young people, crushing
local cultures and trashing the planet. Where is the voice of the church? What is
our Gospel?
If you resonate with this, register for GOSPEL YARNING 2019 and join others.
COMMENCING Sunday 17 Nov 5pm WORSHIP – Preacher: Rev Simon Hansford,
NSW/ACT Synod, Moderator. Then, Monday 18 Nov – Wednesday 20 Nov @ 9-5.
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Rev Dr Peter Hobson,
Wesley Mission Queensland
Formerly a local minister, university chaplain and lecturer.
Peter is a good communicator, a story-teller teller who is a good
thinker about the world we seek to reach.

THEOLOGICAL RESPONDENT AND COMEDIAN:
Pastor Paul Montague
One-half of Pirate Church, he knows how to tell us the truth
about ourselves, make us uncomfortable like the Holy Spirit
does, and help us to see the road ahead.

WE WIILL MEET TO TALK/TALANOA/YARN in OIKOS Groups, Open Space sessions,
Elective discussions and share our stories.
COST: $200 each. Lunches included. No evening meals included. Those on the
leadership team will be half price.
REGISTER: on the UME website. Anyone can register. We have reserved two
places for each presbytery, for each CALD Conference and for Congress. No limit
to registrations, they close Nov 10.
MORE INFORMATION: Chair of the working group Rev Dr Ian Robinson, is the Alan
Walker Lecturer in Mission, Evangelism and Leadership at United Theological
College. Phone him on: 0417 687 746 or email: ianr@nswact.uca.org.au

Bose ni Vavakoso 10 ni Noveba ni suka na Cross cultural service. Eda na
vakasigalevu vata.
Fijian National Conference Vakauqeti me sa soli mai na yaca vei kemuni na
gole ki na Koniferedi, me vukea na cakacakataki ni lakolako. Kerei me tomani
tiko na vuli meke, vuli sere kei na sasaga ni kumuni lavo
Masumasu Me vakabibitaki na noda masumasu vaka matamasumasu,
vakavuvale.
Me ra nanumi na veiwekani era donumaka tiko na gauna dredre: Vuvale na
Sadrata kei na Qereqeretabua, Talatala Tony Floyd, Terry Butler kei Talatala
Amelia Koh Butler, noda qase lomani o Adriu Rogoimuri , Niko Balavu,
vuvale na Banuve kei Vunivalu, vuvale na Ravetali kei na Tuiloma

Veidigidigi ni Veiliutaki ni Lotu Ena vakayacori tiko na veidigidigi ni
veiliuliu ni ni cava na vula qo. Sa kerei me na masulaka ka dolava na yaloda
kina kaci ni veiqaravi ena loma ni Lotu

With rich cultural heritage and
blessings of growing up in Australia,
the talanoa on the Conference theme
‘Who am I’ is one that is relevant within
the Body of Christ. Also Join in for
fellowship, singing and insightful
cultural immersion

VEIQARAVI ENA LOMA NI VULA O NOVEBA

Bula feeding team and volunteers
are welcome
For more information,
please contact Suguta.

Pastoral message for this week….

The temperature is rising
Create a climate of mercy & compassion.

A film calling for change in our response to illicit drug use
When: Thursday, 21st November, 6.45 pm (for a 7pm start) - 9.15pm.
Including a special panel discussion and light refreshments.
Where: Northmead Bowling and Community Sports Club, 166 Windsor Road, Northmead. (Why not come early and have a drink or meal before the film?)
Register: https://tinyurl.com/HAMSNorthmead
Join us for this community screening and a special panel
discussion featuring Dr Robert Graham, Staff Specialist in
Addiction Medicine at Blacktown and Mt Druitt Hospitals.
For screening info contact Rev Niall Reid 02 9890 5814;
niallr@northmeaduc.org.au
For information on the campaign visit:

Foster your faith this week
Jer 29:1, 4-7

Ps 66:1-12

2 Tim 2:8-15

Lk 17:11-19

Luke 6:20-36
20 Jesus lifted up his eyes on his disciples and said: “Blessed are the
poor, because yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are those who
hunger now, because you will be satisfied. Blessed are those who weep
now, because you will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when people hate you,
and when they exclude you and rebuke you and cast out your name as
evil for the sake of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy; for realise this, your reward is great in heaven; for in the same way
their fathers did to the prophets. 24 But woe to you that are rich,
because you have received your consolation. 25 Woe to you who have
been satisfied now, because you will hunger. Woe to those who laugh
now, because you will mourn and lament. 26 Woe when all people
speak well of you; in the same way their fathers did to the false prophets.
27 Jesus said, “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who
insult you. 29 To the one who strikes you on the check, offer also the
other check, and from the one who takes away your coat, do not withhold
your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and from the one who
takes your things do not ask them back. 31 And as you wish that people
might do to you, do likewise to them. 32 If you love those who love you,
what thanks is there? For even sinners love those who love them.
33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what thanks is
there? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend from whom you hope to
receive, what thanks is there? Even sinners lend to sinners that they
may receive back equal things. 35 But love your enemies and go on
doing morally good things and lending without giving up in despair and
your reward will be great and you will be children of the most high,
because he is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Be merciful, as your
Father is merciful.
(Translation by Keith Hamilton)
Reflections

The gospel of Luke has a theme of status reversal. In a world in which
the wealthy go first, and the poor miss out, is the theme of the reversal is
the wealthy miss out and the excluded included and going first. The
proud brought low. The humble lifted up. The hungry fed and the
well-fed going without. Here the enemy is loved. At the recent
Parramatta Mission forum on what makes a good city, one panelist
suggested loving the enemy is a radical ethic that will make for a good
city. It makes for an interesting thought. Who is the most obnoxious
person you know; then go and love that person. We live in a loneliness
epidemic, in which we have lots of electronic gadgets to connect, yet are
more disconnected. There is nothing like building relationships to bring
about change .

Some politicians understand this and build relationships with everyone,
and often find they are reelected by people who personally voted for
them who might otherwise vote for another party. The core of community
organising is building relationships across the community, and the
greater the diversity of the organisations the more power to bring about
change.
Building relationships with a wide cross-section of the
community is the core of any successful small or large business, the
more so for not-for-profit organisations whose vision is always related to
bringing about some social change. The church is no different. Stuart
Ayrers, MP for Penrith said last week collaboration is the new leadership.
A vibrant church will have people from all walks of life, education and
none, age, gender, and perhaps even sexuality. The first of November
and on the nearest Sunday after we celebrate All Saints Day. We
celebrate and draw inspiration from the saints from the past, some we
knew who influenced our lives, and some from long ago. St Francis
modeled the command to love creation and love our enemies. So did
Jesus. From them we can draw both inspiration and from God strength
to love enemies today, and be part of changing the world.
…………………………
What makes a good city, or what makes a city good? What makes a
great city good? Can a good city be great? Can a great city be greater?
These and other permutations of good and great were explored at our
one day forum last Tuesday. It was a jampacked day of keynote
speakers, panelists and discussions. Speakers and panelists came from
a wide cross-section of society, local and federal government, business,
church, theological college, community organisations, university
researchers and deputy-vice Chancellor, and council staff. I have
included some brief snippets from each speaker, which can’t do justice
but provides an insight into the day. Several speakers spoke of
eschatology, of the future coming into the present – something that those
who pray the Lord’s Prayer pray when they say “your kingdom come on
earth . . . as it is in heaven.” The Church has a significant place in
making a city good.
The Lord Mayor, Cl Bob Dwyer spoke of a place for an exchange of
knowledge, and programs that build an inclusive and livable city, David
Borger, executive director of the Western Sydney Business Chamber
spoke of cities that make you happy, and quoted from a mayor of
Borgata, who said ‘most people buy things in stores that provides some
happiness then it wears off. But a great public space such as a park is a
magical good that never ceases to bring happiness.’ Melissa Monteiro,
CEO of the Community Migrant Resource Centre spoke of a good city as
one that does not leave anyone behind; social inclusion; migrants getting
a job; justice for the homeless.

Billie Sankovic, CEO of the Western Sydney Community Forum, spoke of
a people centric city. David Barrow from the Sydney Alliance spoke of
power of planning, the need to listen well, translators and animators of
the community. Dr Liz de Réland spoke of the work of PM in relationship
building right across the city, and of inclusion in a polyfaith environment
of today. Associate Professor, Rev Dr Clive Pearson spoke of the
problem of increasing heat and the human bodies incapacity to live in the
temperatures Western Sydney is regularly experiencing, noting more
Australians die from heat then any other natural disasters. He also
spoke of public theology, postcode theology in which the church reflects
upon the involvement of Jesus in the local area, which will be different
postcode to postcode, and the role of the church in this. Julie Owens,
Federal MP for Parramatta, spoke of how do non-physical things of value
be valued, over against the physical. Cl Phil Brady, of City of
Parramatta Council spoke of the need to organize, raise issues, listen, to
work for a caring, sharing, interesting city. Cl Sameer Pandey, of City of
Parramatta Council, spoke of “a public good that prevails over private
interest.’ Dr Mark Crees, Group Manager of Cultural Strategy, City of
Parramatta spoke of four points: liveability, open culture, cultural
invitation purpose, and cultural narrative. Dr Glen Powell, Executive
Director of UME of the UCA, said the city is never good enough, which is
the motivation to do more. Schon Condon, President of the Parramatta
Chamber of Commerce, said it is harder to work together when our
starting point is disconnection; we need to build social connection. He
noted that we have had 27 years of economic well-being, yet there are
increasing numbers of people missing out. Jessica Morthorpe spoke of
the problem of unlimited growth in a finite planet. Professor Paul James,
Director, Institute for Culture and Society, WSU, spoke of four principles
for better cities: ecological, economic, political and cultural. The
ecological is increasingly the most important, yet the one given the least
attention. Finally, Rev Dr Peter Walker, Principal, UTC, spoke of the day
as public theology enacted, and greatness as whoever welcomes a little
child welcomes Jesus; and the least among you is the greatest of all.
The integration of the values of PM with the work of providing a meal,
welcoming place, referrals and all of Meals Plus exemplifies what a good
city can be in the working to include the hurting. Lunch had been a
Meals Plus Lunch, complete with overview of the integration of PM
values with the work, provided by Paul Mousa, Coordinator of Meals
Plus.
At the dinner that evening at WSU, Dr Andy Marks, Assistant Vice
Chancellor of WSU, spoke of the work of providing accessible education
for people of Western Sydney – 65% of WSU students are first in family
to attend Uni – as a way to lift the whole community.
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Blessing, Keith Hamilton.

DISASTER RECOVERY
NETWORK
During the week there have been 2
training days held by the UCA in the
chapel. The first was a meeting of the
Presbytery contacts for if there is a
disaster within a particular Presbytery.
The photo shows some of the people
involved in that gathering. As they
engaged with the Breakfast Buffet in
AJs. The second training was for a
small group of people who are
experienced and who can provide
PEER support, following a disaster or a
crisis situation, across our Synod. It is always good to meet some of the people who
use the church space for conferencing- especially when it is with a UCA group who
provide chaplaincy and other support in disaster.
OPEN DOOR BOWLS
The next Open Door bowls is Wednesday 6th November commencing 1.00pm.
All are welcome.
WITH LOVE TO THE WORLD- NEW EDITION
With Love to the World is a UCA daily devotional which follows the pattern of
readings we use in church (called the Lectionary). Please place $5 in the offering to
cover the cost of the publication.
HEALTHY NOVEMBER
In the lead up to the Christmas season we want to try and assist in us all being
healthier. The scriptures speak of the body being a temple so being healthier is
something for us all to aim for. Likewise, as we age (and we all do) it is
important to try and keep active, both in mind and body. So on Wednesdays during
November we are trialling some fun Body groove exercise from
12-12.30. It is moving and walking (no running involved at all) and you can move in
whatever way you are able. Please see Rev Christine for more details.
ANGEL TREE
Each year we collect financial donations for Angel Tree which is an opportunity to
provide some gifts for children who have a parent in Gaol. We usually
provide for 10 children and try and do so for families in our local area so we can
provide other support such as a Hamper at Christmas time. Across
November there will be boxes in the foyer for people to place donations as you are
able. Again we are aiming to support 10 children which is a cost of approx $300.
Thanks you for your generosity.
DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
WESTMEAD
Fellowship- Tuesday Nov 5th 2.00pm
Congregation
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:


PM congregations and staff. For headspace, the Parramatta redevelopment
negotiations. The people we contact every day that we might exhibit the
values of grace, inclusion, dignity, faith and hope.



PM Leigh Memorial: Mae & Stephen, Jolame, Wilhelmina, Joan, Betty E,
Hazel, Betty B, George, Neil & Darlene, plus grieving individuals & families
including Beverly, and the Grays and de Relands. Also, Manas & Nita, the
congregation leaders team, Open Church - and both leaders and members
of the Music Team, SPOW, Couples & Friends, Sunday School & Youth
Group. Please advise the Leaders' team of any additions to this listing.



PM Leigh Fijian: Sosi Toa and family, Adriu Rogoimuri and Rogoimuri
family, Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani, Terry Butler and Talatala Amelia Koh
Butler, Ravetali family, Tuiloma family, Sunday School Ministry, Young
Adults and their families, Bula Feeding Ministry, Soup Kitchen Ministry,
Samu Sadrata.



PM Westmead: Marly, Rita, Ruth, Wendy, Jan’s neighbours, Sunny and
family, Corey, Lara and James, Judy, Grace, Lisa, Scott, Sushila, Reg and
Heather, Robyne and Phil. All farmers and their communities, Sharon, Keith
and Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh
and his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy
and the boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary, Justice and family,
Aravind and family, Tanzida, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family,
Rob, Jodie and Family, May, Rajes (Sandra), Henry, Phyllis, Vita, Al, Mrs
G and family, Judy, Shanika and family, Rebecca, Ashima and Anusha
Saxena, Lyn, Ruth and Lela, Mr and Mrs S, Carmen and Rob, David and
Christopher.



UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta
Mission, Auburn.



We join the World Council of Churches in prayer
Gabon, Sao Tomé and Principe



We pray for Picton Uniting Church.

Republic of Congo,

Worship Services at
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: Rev Dr Clive Pearson Supply Minister

0409 523 024

Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta , 9891 2277
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au

Children’s Hospital Chaplain : Sarah Bishop 0429 912 943
PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

