OUR NEWS
6th October 2019

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values,
Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith and Hope.

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health
Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,
Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and our
36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

Leigh Congregation
This weekend, Ken is planning to complete another
of his colourful and inspiring murals for our Leigh
Memorial/ Meals Plus courtyard – this time with the
theme of ‘Joy’. In the Bible, Joy is described as one
of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Thank you to Ken!
Please visit the courtyard to see Ken’s efforts when
you get a chance. Other murals in the space are
‘Hope’, ‘Faith’ & ‘Love’.

PARRAMATTA LANES “OPEN CHURCH”
Leigh Memorial will be ‘open’ for a couple of hours each night during this
year’s ‘Parramatta Lanes’ festival, Tues 15 – Fri 18 October. If you would like
to be added to the volunteer roster or have any creative ideas to share, please
see Liz, leave your details at 9891-2277
or message LeighMemorialUniting@gmail.com.
WORLD COMMUNITY DAY
World Community Day (Australian Church Women) for 2019 will be held from
10.00am on Friday 25 October at the Salvation Army, Good Street, Granville
(in the hall behind the church). The program will include a service at
10.45, followed by morning tea. ‘Fellowship of the Least Coin’ donations will
also be presented. The theme for the day will be Open Hearts, Serving Hearts.
All are welcome to attend. Enquiries: Beverly.
EARLY OCTOBER @ LEIGH
Saturday 5 Oct – Youth Group – Samantha
Sunday 6 Oct – SPOW Lunch (Single People of Worth) – Beverly
PARRAMATTA MISSION PUBLIC FORUM + DINNER
A day-time forum on the topic: Parramatta: Is Great Good Enough? – will be
held at the Fellowship Centre on Tuesday 29 October, followed by a dinner at
the Western Sydney University Parramatta campus (6.30 – 8.30pm) with
speaker, Dr. Andy Marks, Asst. Vice Chancellor. Bookings are essential.
Concession tickets available.
Please contact PM Reception: 9891-2277 or register online.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
Those interested in joining a fortnightly Saturday evening bible study group for
women, are welcome to contact Samantha: 0423 668 043. Further details to
follow.

Masumasu Kerei me tomani na noda masumasu vaka matamasumasu kei na
vakavuvale

Vakavakarau kina Koniferedi
Fundraising– Curry Drive kei na Kokoda: Sa mai rawa vinaka na matai
ni noda fundraising ni Koniferedi. Sa vakavinavinakataki na nomuni yalovata kei na
cakacaka vata me rawa kina nai levu tavi oqo. Ena vica tale tiko na Curry Drives kei
na Kokoda pack ena vakayacori tiko me vakasinaita tiko na tobu ni lakolako kina
Koniferedi. Nai lavo e rawa sa na maroroya sara tiko o Dauniyau.

Vuli Sere kei na Vuli Meke : E sa na tomani tiko na vakavakarau ki na
Koniferedi, ka kerei me da tu vakarau kina kaci ni vuli sere kei na nodra vuli meke na
I taba gone.

Bula Feeding Team hosted lunch at Meals Plus on Wednesday, 2nd October 2019.
A big vinaka vakalevu to the volunteers, to those that donated,
supported and upheld this ministry in their prayers.

Curry Drive

Looking forward to City of Churches – Adelaide, February 2020, for the
Fijian National Conference. Total funds from the curry drive to help fund
the trip to Adelaide was $1,800. Sa vakavinavinakataki na nomuni
veiqaravi vinaka kei na totoka ni curry.

VEIQARAVI ENA LOMA NI TOLU NA MACAWA

WESTMEAD Congregation
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
During the school holidays there will be no Play Group. It returns on Monday
21st October. Open Door is on next Wednesday 2 nd and there will be NO Open
Door on the 9th.
LEAVE
Rev Christine will have annual leave from Friday 27th September returning
Thursday 17th October. During this time worship will be led by various people
including Natasha, Keith, Sarah and elders. During this time please contact
elders as needed.
SPECIAL PRAYERS, SPECIAL MEETING
As an outcome from the meeting on Monday 26th, we are calling people to
prayer. Westmead church will be open from 9.00-9.30 for prayer to listen to
God. Wednesday evenings there will be a time of prayer down in the vestry of
Leigh Memorial Church. There will also be time each day for us to join in
prayer together- irrespective of whether we are able to be present with others
or not. Please see Keith’s reflection for more information.
THANKYOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS
We have had an extra busy time with people in hospital. Thankyou for all of
you who pray through the prayer chain and from the newsletter. Prayer breaks
through in amazing ways.
We encourage everyone to spend some time each day praying for others and
coming closer to God.
OPEN DOOR BOWLS
The next Open Door bowls is Wednesday 6th November commencing 1.00pm.
All are welcome.
COMMUNION
On the 2nd Sunday in October, when we normally have Communion, those
who do the set up are all away, so the leaders have moved Communion to
Sunday 20th October. Communion will be on the 2 nd Sunday in November and
December.

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
Fellowship- Tuesday Nov 5th 2.00pm
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am

GOSPEL YARNING
2019
NOVEMBER Sunday 17, 5pm – Wednesday 20, 5pm , at
the Centre For Ministry, North Parramatta

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS
HOW CAN WE BE THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
IN A SECULAR WORLD?
Gospel Yarning will again inspire, empower and connect us. This event will significantly
raise your understanding of how the context of secularism affects the church, and
introduce tools for strengthening your ministry in that context. This affects the whole
church.

Gospel Yarning 2019 is for ministers, chaplains,
deacons, presbytery-workers and leaders of ministries in the Uniting
Church in Australia and in Uniting NSW/ACT.

GY2019 follows to very successful 2017 Gospel Yarning on the way the Uniting Church
shares the gospel cross-culturally. We knew at the end of GY2017 that we had started
something life-giving for the whole church. This is the next step – see the 2017 video
www.vimeo.com/218120986 & our really useful library guide 2017 is at
http://nsw-uca.beta.libguides.com/resources/gospelyarning.
THE CORE QUESTION: HOW CAN WE BE THE CHURCH OF JESUS IN A SECULAR
WORLD?
Our answers to this core question in the recent past have simply not worked. We are
not confident. Gospel Yarning will help the church to speak to the wider world and not
diminish with age.

If we re-connect to the core purpose of the church, Jesus and his Kingdom, we will
gain direction, grow stronger, and find our distinctive voice. What will we say
when society forms its impression of the church and Christians from the images
and comments in the media? What is the Gospel that we can speak as the good
news? We must admit that our credibility is low. Our bad deeds have brought us
shame and our many good deeds are not well connected with our good news.
How can we find our voice to say, with integrity and respect, so why do we do so
much for the common good – what is it about this love of God in Christ?
Our secular society with its economic rationalism has turned each person and
each place into resources for profit. It is wounding our young people, crushing
local cultures and trashing the planet. Where is the voice of the church? What is
our Gospel?
If you resonate with this, register for GOSPEL YARNING 2019 and join others.
COMMENCING Sunday 17 Nov 5pm WORSHIP – Preacher: Rev Simon Hansford,
NSW/ACT Synod, Moderator. Then, Monday 18 Nov – Wednesday 20 Nov @ 9-5.
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Rev Dr Peter Hobson,
Wesley Mission Queensland
Formerly a local minister, university chaplain and lecturer.
Peter is a good communicator, a story-teller teller who is a good
thinker about the world we seek to reach.

THEOLOGICAL RESPONDENT AND COMEDIAN:
Pastor Paul Montague
One-half of Pirate Church, he knows how to tell us the truth
about ourselves, make us uncomfortable like the Holy Spirit
does, and help us to see the road ahead.

WE WIILL MEET TO TALK/TALANOA/YARN in OIKOS Groups, Open Space sessions,
Elective discussions and share our stories.
COST: $200 each. Lunches included. No evening meals included. Those on the
leadership team will be half price.
REGISTER: on the UME website. Anyone can register. We have reserved two
places for each presbytery, for each CALD Conference and for Congress. No limit
to registrations, they close Nov 10.
MORE INFORMATION: Chair of the working group Rev Dr Ian Robinson, is the Alan
Walker Lecturer in Mission, Evangelism and Leadership at United Theological
College. Phone him on: 0417 687 746 or email: ianr@nswact.uca.org.au

Lamentations 3:19-26
19

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall!
My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me.
21
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
22
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an
end;
23
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
24
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
25
The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
26
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
20

NRSV Translation

Reflections

The title of the book of Lamentations, expresses the Hebrew meaning of ‘funeral
dirges.’ Each chapter is a hymn about the fall of Jerusalem, which occurred in
587 BCE at the hand of the Babylonians, and was followed by a long period of
exile. While the book is attributed to the prophet Jeremiah, it is thought unlikely
as there are signs of later editing. Lamentations is one of six books read at
particular festivals of the Jewish year, along with Ruth, Esther, Song of Songs,
Ecclesiastes and Jonah. Lamentations, all five chapters, is set to be read in its
entirety on the evening of the ninth day of Ab, commemorating the destruction of
both the first and the second Temples on that same date. The number of verses
in each chapter corresponds to the number of letters of the Hebrew alphabet,
22. The first four chapters have verses beginning in turn with each letter, which
could have been a memory aid for recitation or a rhetorical device. In chapter
three there are three verses beginning with each letter.

Lamentations, as well as containing a dirge, contains hope. In 3:22-25, the
writer defies the sad circumstances and looks to the Lord. Howard Wallace
wrote, “Circumstances may change, even because of our sinfulness, but the
steadfast love of God is enduring. So the faithful can meet each new day with
hope, despite the circumstances.” All of us have occasion for lament, whether
personal, familial, community, or national, and it is right to lament. The Hebrew
scriptures of the Jewish and Christian faith remind us that even in lament it is
important to confirm our daily trust in God. It is important to put our trust in God
rather than in human institutions and to proclaim the presence of God even in
the darkest moment. The Christian faith says destruction and death are not the
last words, for in the resurrection of Jesus is the beginning of hope. Such faith
and hope says our past or even our present does not determine our future. Not
that the past is magically whitewashed, but there can be healing, and the future
is open to new possibilities.
Blessings, Keith Hamilton

CASTLEREAGH UNITING CHURCH
was the first Methodist Church built in Australia in 1817 and the first Methodist
Church built in the Southern Hemisphere

CASTLEREAGH UNITING CHURCH
And
Castlereagh Christian
Conference Centre
Invite you to attend
HERITAGE DESCENDANTS DAY
SUNDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2019

PROGRAM
10 am
Powerpoint on John Lees..[Chapel Builder]
10.15 am Powerpoint on James Rutledge [First School Teacher /
LayPreacher ]
10 .30 am Morning Tea
10.45 am The story of Sir Arthur Rutledge , son of James
Rutledge . Guest speaker Graham Wilcox ….
great great grandson of James Rutledge
12 noon
Lunch available ….
Sausage Sizzle, Sandwiches etc at small cost
Historical Display….in Dining Hall
1.30 pm Peal of Bells
2.00 pm Heritage Service in the church…
with descendants participating
Guest preacher Betty Pearson …descendant of John Lees
3.00 pm Photo of all participants and Afternoon Tea
Come and join us for an inspiring day of fellowship
with descendants and friends of Castlereagh Uniting Church
RSVP ….Tuesday 8th October 2019 to Marcia on 4729-0012 or
Email academyaccom@bigpond .com
Address……297- 305 Old Castlereagh Rd Castlereagh NSW
PO Box 448 Cranebrook NSW 2749
Low cost accommodation available for
overnight if required, contact Marcia

LAY PREACHERS - New Testament Series - Luke and Matthew…
Even if you are not training as a Lay Preacher, you may like to join us for these
sessions, or do some of the videos at home.

Homework Assignment 1 - Due October 28:

1. Read https://johntsquires.com/2019/01/31/an-orderly-account-a-quickguide-to
-luke-and-acts/
2. Watch the following three short videos
What is the Bible? https://youtu.be/ak06MSETeo4
The Story of the Bible https://youtu.be/7_CGP-12AE0
Literary Styles in the Bible https://youtu.be/oUXJ8Owes8E
3. Based on what you read on the blog and saw and heard in the videos,
write three paragraphs (about 250-350 words) about how your understanding of
the New Testament is growing. What are you learning?

Homework Assignment 2 - Due November 11

A. Read Luke Chapters 17-21
B. Watch https://youtu.be/26z_KhwNdD8
C. Answer the following questions:
1.
What types of literature are found in Luke 17-21? (Give examples)
2.
2. Read Luke 21:1-4. Then read the same passage with the surrounding
verses... Luke 20:45-Luke 21:8. How do the extra verses impact on your
reading of Luke 21:1-4? Do they make any difference?
3. Luke is mentioned by the Apostle Paul in Colossians and 2 Timothy. He is
also regarded as the Book of Acts. What do you know about
Luke? How
does he differ from Matthew or Mark? What does that mean for the writing of
the Gospel of Luke? (We will talk about this in class, so pay attention!)

Homework Assignment 3 - Due November 25 Tba
Monday October 14. Westmead WSU NICM - Meeting Room 1 J.G.30
New Testament Overview - please watch: https://youtu.be/Q0BrP8bqj0c

Monday October 21. [Homework week - get your assignment done!]
Monday October 28. Westmead WSU NICM - Meeting Room 1 J.G.30
Monday November 4. Westmead WSU NICM - Meeting Room 1 J.G.30
Monday November 11. Westmead WSU NICM - Meeting Room 1 J.G.30
Monday November 18. Westmead WSU NICM - Meeting Room 1 J.G.30
Monday November 25. Westmead WSU NICM - Meeting Room 1 J.G.30
For more information please contact Amelia Koh-Butler on 0427 955 157
or Email amelia.koh-butler@parramattamission.org.au
Thanks & Blessings
Amelia

It's time again.
SPOW this Sunday.
Could you include an item in this week's paper please.

SPOW

Single People Of Worth
meet to-day at Merrylands Club
6th October
for a delicious lunch
(and we didn't even have to prepare it!)
By yourself? Why not join us!
Have-a-chat to Beverly

Preparing for
An Advent Study

The church’s new year begins on the first Sunday in Advent. That is not far off
now. You may already have heard the occasional Christmas carol being played in
the mall! In this season of the year we change the gospel in whose company we
will travel for the next 12 months. For 2019/2020 it is the gospel of
Matthew.
•
•

Some of us have explored the distinctive themes of Matthew in the past.
This Advent we will look at 3 key texts and consider what they say and
how they inform our spiritual life.
Clive will lead three studies:

Choir vestry, Leigh Memorial, Saturday mornings from 10am to 12 noon.
1: Emmanuel, God with us.
2. The Sermon on the Mount.
3. Whatever you did for one of these ...

30 November
07 December
14 December

Foster your faith this week
Jer 29:1,4-7
Ps 66:1-12
2 Tim 2:8-15
Lk 17:11-19
Pastoral message for this week….

Who can you trust?
Guard what is right & true
Be a person of trust
Volunteering at Meals Plus and other services
Our new Volunteer Manager, Bianca Ferrari, is constantly looking for volunteers
across Parramatta Mission Services, especially Meals Plus.
If you or your group, would like to volunteer it is essential that you
contact Bianca on 9891 2277
or email bianca.ferrari@parramattamission.org.au
Thank you!

More prayers for Northmead Uniting Church
•

•
•
•
•

Pls pray for the Korean night being held at NUC Sunday October 13.
Pray for a night of great fellowship, food and fun as we seek to better
integrate the Korean speaking and English speaking members of the
congregation. Pls pray for ministry student Hee Won Chang as she
co-ordinates the night.
Pls pray for the Jazz on Hammers informal jazz service being held Sunday
October 20. Pray for people who don’t normally attend NUC to come along
and for great conversations to happen. Pls also pray for the jazz band.
Pls pray for Messy Church on Sunday Oct 27 that it will be a great
community event and relationships will continue to be built with families who
attend. Pls pray for Robyn Fragar and the Messy Church team.
Pl s pray for the worship team at NUC, that they will be strengthened in their
faith and ministry and continue to seek God’s guidance and direction for
worship at NUC.

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:


PM congregations and staff. For headspace, the Parramatta redevelopment
negotiations. The people we contact every day that we might exhibit the
values of grace, inclusion, dignity, faith and hope.



PM Leigh Memorial: Jolame, Wilhelmina, Mae, Joan, Betty E, Hazel, Betty
B, Neil & Darlene, Victoria & family, Marcel & Brian, and grieving
individuals & families including Shane, Elizabeth, Gloria, Ian and friend, the
Matutinas, de Relands and Goodins. Plus the Open Church team, Sunday
School & Youth Group (especially this year's HSC students: Johana, Ulita,
Gabe and Shaalane). Please let the Leaders' team know of any additions.



PM Leigh Fijian: Sosi Toa and family, Adriu Rogoimuri and Rogoimuri
family, Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani, Terry Butler and Talatala Amelia Koh
Butler, Ravetali family, Tuiloma family, Sunday School Ministry, Young
Adults and their families, Bula Feeding Ministry, Soup Kitchen Ministry,
Samu Sadrata.



Jayden and his family, Marly, Jan and family, Ruth, Wendy, Jan’s
neighbours, Sunny and family, Joyte and her family, Corey, Lara and
James, Judy, Grace, Lisa, Scott, Sushila and her family, Reg and Heather,
Robyne and Phil. All farmers and their communities, Sharon, Keith and
Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh and
his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy and the
boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary, Justice and family, Aravind
and family, Tanzida, Nancy, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family,
Rob, Jodie and Family, May, Rajes (Sandra), Henry, Phyllis, Vita, Col’s
family and friends, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and family,
Rebecca, Ashima and Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela, Mr
and Mrs S, Carmen and Rob, David and Christopher.



UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta
Mission, Auburn.



We join the World Council of Churches in prayer Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan



We pray for Northmead Uniting Church .

Worship Services at
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: Tony Floyd 0401 855 110
Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta , 9891 2277
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au

Children’s Hospital Chaplain : Sarah Bishop 0429 912 943
PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

