OUR NEWS
16th December 2018

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values,
Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith and Hope.

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health
Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,
Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and
our 36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

Leigh Congregation
SUNDAY SCHOOL PRIZE-GIVING!
Our annual Sunday School prize-giving and Christmas party will take place this
Sunday, 16 December. “Thank you” to our wonderful children and families, and
to our teaching/support team of Anne, Samantha, Ken & Liz. Thanks also to the
congregation and our guest presenters in 2018: Clive, Amelia, Jessie & Nita.
Highlights of this year included excursions, art projects and Lent Event. The
recipient of this year’s inaugural ‘Jo & Les Goodin Friendship Award’ is Seini
Vulawalu (Year 6). Well done Seini! Sunday School classes will re-commence
on 3 February, 2019. Children’s colouring-in/ learning activities will remain
available in the church over summer.

COMING SOON…
Please check all details with group coordinators.
16 December – Sunday School Prize-Giving, 9.30am (Liz/Samantha)
20 December – Carol singing in Centenary Square, 6.00pm (Keith)
23 December – Carols service, 9.30am (Manas/ Music Team)
23 December – Blue Christmas/Quiet time, 6.30pm (Manas)
25 December – Christmas Day service, 9.00am (Manas)
30 December – Combined service: Leigh Memorial & Leigh Fijian,
9.30am (Clive)
NEXT SUNDAY – 23 DECEMBER @ LEIGH
Our service at 9.30am next week will be a ‘Carols’ one, led by our Music Team.
‘Blue Christmas’ will follow in the evening from 6.30pm. ‘Blue Christmas’ is for
those seeking sanctuary, prayer and quiet contemplation - plus caring support in the lead-up to Christmas. It includes communion/’tarry time’. Come to church
on the 23rd and sing/celebrate - or rest a while. All are welcome.
Enquiries: Manas.

CONGRATULATIONS
Last Monday, Liz graduated with her Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) in Church History from Charles
Sturt University. As the ceremony was part of the
School of Theology, it was held at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta – with the keynote address
being given by the Bishop of Parramatta,
Vincent Long Van Nguyen. Liz expresses her sincere
thanks to everyone for their support and
encouragement during her studies.

Pastoral message for this week….

Don’t expect the same this Christmas.
Let the experience of Christ surprise us.
Foster your faith this week
Mic :2-5a

Lk 1:47-55 or Ps 80:1-7

Heb 10:5-10

Lk 1:39-45, (46-55)

Volunteer as a facilitator of
English Conversation Sessions
We are seeking committed volunteers to facilitate English Conversation
Group (ECG) sessions with students who speak English as a second
language.
The program provides participants with an opportunity to practice and
improve their spoken English, while also making new friends and getting
to know the Uni.
What do I gain?
- Credit for ten hours of volunteer work (a requirement of the TESOL
course and The Academy)
- The development of leadership skills
- Access to other volunteer and employment opportunities at the
University
- A certificate of completion.
What’s required?
- Attendance at an induction training day at Parramatta City campus from
10am – 4pm on the 4 Feb.
- Facilitation of five, one-hour, weekly ECG sessions from Weeks 3 – 7 of
Autumn session.
How do I apply?
Apply via the online form. Applications close 25 Jan 2019.
We’re here to help - if you have any questions,
email: welfareservice@westernsydney.edu.au

WESTMEAD Congregation
WELCOME AMELIA AND TERRY
Special welcome to Amelia (who will be preaching) and Terry. We are so glad
you can join us for worship and our Christmas lunch today.
ELECTIONS FOR ELDERS AND OTHERS
Congratulations to our new elders who take up their positions in 2019. Karen
Banfield (and congregation chairperson and Elder), Biju Chako, Margaret Chia,
Naomi Dry, Sushila Niles, Lorna Porter, Jan Robson, Robyne Stalder (and
Congregational Secretary), Mere Vuluano. We pray for your leadership across
2019. There will be an commissioning for the new elders on 3rd February.
WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
•
Rev Amelia will preach and lead some of worship today- and the
congregational lunch will follow the service.
•
Monday 17th at 11.00 am is a service of lessons and carols for residents
of the Independent Living villages of Mayflower- followed by a light lunch.
•
Monday 17th at 5.30pm will be a Service of Remembrance for those who
have lost loved ones- recently or for people who still feel the loss. All are
welcome to attend.
•
Sunday 23rd will be a service of Lessons and Carols.
•
Christmas Day- 9.00am.
•
Sunday 30th December- Daniel will be preaching and it will be his last day
in Field Placement at Westmead.
FOOD FOR MEALS PLUS
We are collecting food and money for Meals Plus to assist them over the holiday
period. Last day Sunday 23rd.
CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH AT PARRAMATTA
If you would like to attend and assist with this meal then please speak with Rev
Christine asap. Thanks

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
Returns Monday 28th January
th
Fellowship- Tuesday 5 February 2019
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm Returns Tuesday 29th January
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am Return Monday 4th February
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
- Returns 6th February
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am
Returns 1st February

PARRAMATTA MISSION CHURCH COUNCIL
The Church Council has determined that the minutes of its meeting
should be made available to any interested congregation members. The
only exception would be matters of a sensitive or confidential nature.
A small number of copies of the November Church Council minutes are
available from the Stewards. A copy of the minutes may also be obtained
by contacting Robert key on either 9624 1797, 0412 100 947 or
email robert.key@parramattamission.org.au
Robert Key
Mission Secretary
PARRAMATTA MISSION

Philippians 4:4-9
4 Rejoice in the Lord always, and gain I say rejoice. 5 Let your
gentleness be known to all people. The Lord is near. 6 Be not anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition with thanksgiving
let your requests be known to God. 7 And the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus. 8 Finally, sisters and brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovable,
whatever is pleasing, if there is any excellence, and if anything worthy of
praise, 9 think of these things; which you learned and received and
heard and saw in me, practice these; and the God of peace will be with
you. (Translation by Keith Hamilton)

Reflection
The above is an excerpt from the Apostle Paul’s sermon/letter of
encouragement to the church in Philippi. It was deemed to be a sermon
of such magnitude, inspired by the living God in our midst, that it was
included in the Bible. It is a call to keep the faith, to live the faith, to
practice the faith. Practice here means to live an active reflective faith.
Meaning, that we reflect upon the way we are living the faith and this
reflection will encourage us to change the way we live out the faith or our
actions, which leads to further reflection and to further action, and so on.
This active reflective process is in the context of an encouraging
community of faith, and with resources such as the encouragement of
others, the scriptures, prayer and God’s activity in our midst. Some
writers have suggested that this leads to a keeping the faith that copes
with stress and avoids distress. In other words, by adjusting our thinking
to Philippians we can handle stress. Here are some points from Cliff
Powell’s book Unloading the overload. Positive loading (4:8, 9) put good
stuff in. If we put garbage into our minds, garbage will come out in our
words, attitudes and actions. An attitude of rejoicing (3:1, 4:4). Learning
to be content. (4:14, 4:2). Notice the opening language. Rejoice in the
Lord always, and again I say rejoice. Rejoicing is different to happiness.
Happiness is Latin for happenstance. Rejoicing is experienced at the
depths of our being. For Christians, we can rejoice in in sad and tough
times. It is not that we are happy at the tough or sad times, but that in all
times Jesus Christ is with us. The reference to the Lord, is not a master
slave relationship, but to Jesus who died and was raised as Christ from
the dead. He is Lord over death, as well as life. Therefore, in any event
we can rejoice in the relationship with have with the one who has
overcome the worst, even death to be raised as Christ.

Carols in Centenary Square: Don’t forget our usual Christmas Carols in
Centenary Square, Thursday 20 December, 6-7 pm. All welcome to
come and join the singers or musicians. Let me know, or just turn up.
Setup from 5:30.
Last week twenty of our people from Parramatta Mission’s headspace
Mount Druitt visited Government House Sydney and enjoyed a tour and
afternoon tea with His Excellency General Governor the Honourable
David Hurley, and Mrs Hurley. As is her practice, Mrs Hurly led in
singing some songs including Christmas Carols. Two of our people
played the Stuart and Sons Grand piano. The visit followed a visit to
headspace by the Governor and Mrs Hurley earlier this year. Please
enjoy photos below and on the next page.
Blessings, Keith Hamilton

FIJIAN Congregation
JNC: A bose na JNC ena yakavi ni Siga Vukelulu ka sa kau cake mai kina e tolu
na yaca; me na qai tomani tiko na veitalanoa kei ratou ena tekivu ni yabaki vou
(2019).
Mata ki na Church Council: E rau lewe rua (Emosi Rogoimuri & Sereima
Vosalotaki) nodatou mata ki na Church Council. Sa mai cava na gauna ni
veiqaravi (yabaki rua) nei Sereima ena yabaki qo (Tiseba) ka gadrevi e dua na
kena i sosomi. Sa ni kerei na Turaga, Marama, Cauravou kei na Gone Yalewa
ke dua e bole me nodatou mata qai tukutuku mai vei Vakatawa se Chairman.
Lagalaga Sere ni Siga ni Sucu: Lagalaga sere cokovata kei ira na Vavakoso
Vavalagi ena yakavi ni Siga Lotulevu (20 Tiseba) ena 6.00pm ena Cenetary
Square. Eda sureti meda yaca yani kina vakalewe levu.
Veisiko: Kerei me tomani tiko na veisiko vakamatamasumasu ena vei yasa ni
koro duidui eda tiko kina vakabibi vei ira na tiko voli vakagade vakakina ena
gauna bibi eda curuma tiko; na vakavakarau
ki na Siga Sucu ni noda Turaga ko Jisu Karisito.
Matamasumasu: Sota ena dui gauna lokuci; tu vakarau o Talatala Clive me
veisiko ke gadrevi.
Sunday School: Ena kena gauna - mataka ni Siga Tabu, gauna ni Lotu
Vuli Sere: Bogi ni Vakaraubuka ena 8.00pm, kerei meda yaco totolo mai ena
mataka ni Siga Tabu (10.30am) me vaqavinaka tale kina na sere.
Youth: tomani na Vuli Vola Tabu cokovata kei ira na Youth mai Strathfield
Uniting Church (Toga). E na vei usa na basi mai Vale ni Lotu ena yakavi ni Siga
Vakaraubuka. Veitaratara kei Ofa & Samu ke dua na ka e sega ni matata.
Gade ni Siga ni Sucu: Vakanui vinaka veikemuni na vei Mata Vuvale ko ni na
gade tiko (Viti se vei ga na Vanua) ena gauna ni vakacagicagi ni Siga ni Sucu.
“Me vakalougata taki kemuni ko Jiova ka maroroi kemuni, me sala vata kei
kemuni nona loloma ka taqomaki kemuni na ligana sa dau dina.” Me noda vata
na marau ni Siga ni Sucu kei na ni Yabaki vou.
BBQ ena Park (Young Adult): Vinaka vakalevu kemudou na Komiti (Clive,
Suguta, Siosivini,Ofa & Samu) na kena qaravi na bbq ena Siga Vakarauwai sa
oti ka ra marautaka vakalevu na tiko rawa. Veivakauqeti na sota vakaoqo ka
vakanananu kina o Talatala Amelia ki na yabaki vou ke rawa ni vakawasoma ka
oka talega kina nodra vuli vosa vakaviti kei nai tovo vakavanua (culture &
tradition) ira na taba gone.
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MARCH 14: SYDNEY ASSEMBLY FOR AFFORDABLE
HOUSING AND ENERGY

On the evening of 14 March 2019, please join 2500 citizens at Sydney Town
Hall to stand together for the common good. We’ll seek clear commitments on
affordable and secure housing and household energy
from state and federal politicians.
The assembly is organised by Sydney Alliance (our church is a partner),
national Everybody’s Home campaign and Vinnies NSW; and co-chaired by
Uniting Minister Rev. Alimoni Taumopeau.
We need 1000 people registered by December 30 to help secure the
presence of our political leaders. Please register now to be part of Australia’s
largest-ever public event on affordable housing and energy.
More info and to register: bit.ly/MarchAssembly

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:


PM congregations at Parramatta and Westmead, and the PM staff in
hospitality, community and clinical/mental health services that extend right
across Greater Sydney, Blue Mountains, Northern Beaches, Central Coast
and Hunter Valley and Mid-North Coast. We also pray for all the people we
contact every day, that we might exhibit the values of grace, inclusion,
dignity, faith and hope.



PM Leigh Memorial: The Ghosh, Briggs and Goodin families, Ali & family,
Shane and his friend, Elizabeth & family, Wilhemina, Gloria H, Ian & family,
Brian & Marcel, Joan, Hazel, Betty E, Col, Betty B, Victoria & family,
Darlene & Neil, Jolame & the Open Church team, Sunday School & Youth.
** Please inform the Leaders if you would like a name added to this list.



PM Leigh Fijian: Adriu Rogoimuri, Senitiki Qata and family, Niko Balavu,
Mili Sigani, Terry Koh-Butler, Young Adult and their Families.
Those families (Foiakau, Vosalotaki, Dovibua) going away to Fiji and those
going elsewhere during the Christmas Break.
The work of the JNC in looking for a new Minister of the word.



PM Westmead: Robyne and Phil. All farmers and their communities,
Sharon, Keith and Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and
David A, Josh and his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family,
Mary and Aloy and the boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary,
Justice and family, Aravind and family, Tanzida, Nancy, Paula and
Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family, Rob, Jodie and Family, May, Rajes
(Sandra), Henry, Phyllis, Vita, Col, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and
family, Ashima and Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela, Mr and
Mrs S, Carmen and Rob, David and Christopher.



UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta
Mission, Auburn.



For the worship, witness and service of Cape Verde, the Gambia, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Senegal



We join with churches around the world to pray for Wentworthville Uniting
Church

Worship Services at
Parramatta Mission
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: Rev Dr Clive Pearson, Supply Minister 0409523024
Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au

Children’s Hospital Chaplain : Sarah Bishop 0429 912 943
PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

