
 

 

 

Our Vision 

A Community Transforming Lives 

Our Values,  
Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith and Hope. 

 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of  our work and 
our 36 sites are on the land of  traditional owners.   

We pay respect to the traditional custodians of  the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present, 

and emerging leaders. 

 

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health  

Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,  
Hunter and Mid-North Coast 

OUR NEWS  
14th October 2018 



 

 

Leigh Congregation 
THANK YOU – PARRAMATTA LANES! 
Many thanks to everyone who joined our volunteer roster, and all who visited our 
site. Lanes was a great experience for ourselves and the many members of the 
public (we estimate at least 400!!) who visited Leigh Memorial and Daisy’s  
Milkbar in the Coffee Shop over 4 nights. Our ‘Botanica’ exhibition, ‘Creative  
Corner’ and Leigh Fijian singers in the church were popular with visitors, as was 
hearing about Parramatta Mission’s history and plans for the future. Thanks to 
the Lanes committee for its hard work over many months, the small crew who did 
“overtime” setting up our ‘Botanica’ display and all contributing artists, including 
Ken & the youth group. We’ve also valued the assistance of Mission staff  
including Donna (committee convenor) and Tracey, Coral & Paul. Despite the 
rain, it was a wonderful time of openness to others, making connections with our 
local community, and bringing to life many aspects of ‘inSpiring the Common 
Good’ and our PM values.  
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SERVICE: 14 OCTOBER 
Manas is away this Sunday making a presentation about Leigh Memorial/
Parramatta Mission to the congregation at Thornleigh Hill Crest UC. Amelia is 
leading the 9.30am service at Leigh. 
 
FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN – UPDATE 
There is still some time to bring your coin donations to church!  
Please see Margie. 
CALENDAR UPDATE: OCTOBER-EARLY NOVEMBER  
(Please check these & all meeting dates with group/activity coordinators) 
21 October – Sunday School returns for Term 4 (Liz & Samantha) 
27 October – (am) Music Workshop 1  
(Amelia & Clive)/ (pm) Youth Group (Samantha) 
4 November – All Saints Day service (Manas) 
5 November – Couples & Friends (Robert) 
7 November – LEAP (Leave Everything & Pray) (Manas) 
LIFE & WITNESS REPORT 
The Life & Witness team from Presbytery will present their report to our  
congregation on Sunday 28 October. 



 

 

 
 
 
Veisiko: Kerei me tomani tiko na veisiko vakamatamasumasu ena vei yasa ni 
koro duidui eda tiko kina vakabibi vei ira na tiko voli vakagade se sega tu ni lotu. 
Veisiko o Talatala Clive vei Dale Tonawai  John  Allison ena macawa  qo. Ke 
dua e gadreva na veiqaravi/veisiko Vakaitalatala (Pastoral Care/Visit) tukutuku 
mai vei Vakatawa se Chairman. 
Matamasumasu: Sota ena dui gauna lokuci; tu vakarau o Talatala Clive me 
veisiko kina veimatamasumasu yadua ke tiko na gagadre - qai veitaratara mai 
kei Vakatawa se Chairman. 
Youth: Sota ena kena gauna ena bogi ni Vakaraubuka ena Coffee Shop. 
Sunday School: Tekivu na sota ena kena gauna. 
Sereki ni Vuli: Mai cava na sereki ni vuli, tekivu tale ena Moniti 15 Oct. 
Vuli Sere: Bogi ni Vakaraubuka ena 8.00pm, kerei meda yaco totolo mai ena 
mataka ni Siga Tabu (10.30am) me vaqavinaka tale kina na sere. 
Bose ni Vale ni Lotu: Vakananumi vei keda na bose ni Vale ni Lotu tarava ena 
Siga Vakarauwai – 20/10/18 ena veimama na tolu na kaloko ena yakavi. 
Rally ni Marama: Vinaka Vakalevu Talatala Amelia na Veiqaravi ena nodra 
Rally na Marama. Vakavinavinaka talega vei Fil Kamotu solia nona gauna me 
mai Veiqaravi. Vinaka Vakalevu  kemudou na Turaga na Kakana totoka, Vinaka 
Vakalevu Worship Team kei kemuni kece na Marama.   

Fijian  Congregation 

Date Vunau Vunau Vunau Tuvakarau Tali Comm

Lesi Vakarau Veiliutaki Vunau Stewards

21-Oct Rooty Hill S.Toa M2 M2 A.Allison

(Campb) V.Kamotu

28-Oct Fiji Parish V.Kamotu S.Foiakau M3 M3

04-Nov Rev C.Pearson M1

Vulavou H/Comm

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Donations Needed 
 

The Lost Bird Found is a mental health project created five 
years ago in North Sydney to raise awareness and start 
conversations about mental health. Where do the birds 
come from? Local schools, community organisations and 
businesses have jumped on board and are eagerly making 
their own unique hand crafted birds. The idea is that the 
birds are hidden around the community, anyone who finds 
a handmade clay, wooden or fabric ‘Lost Bird’ is being 
asked to share it on social media, or tell others about it. 
Birds will be hidden at bus stops, in cafes, trees, parks and the libraries.  
The birds symbolise freedom from mental illness. Each year, one in five  
Australians aged 18 to 65 experiences a mental health issue, and most people 
are touched by mental illness in some way or another. Finding a bird helps to 
break down barriers surrounding mental health issues by making it okay to talk 
about.  
 

The things we need to make the birds include 
Felt or material 
Stuffing 
Thread 
Needle 
Scissors    Thank You... 

 

Pastoral message for this week…. 
 
 

Faith is seeing the light with your heart 
 

When all your eyes see is darkness. 
 



 

 

Mark 10:17-31 
 

17 And going on the way, a person ran up and knelt before Jesus and  
questioned him, “Good teacher, what must I do in order that I might inherit  
eternal life?”  18 And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good?  No one is 
good except one – God.  19 You know the commandments.  ‘Do not kill, do not 
commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not defraud, honour 
your father and mother.”  20 And he said to Jesus, “Teacher, all these I have 
observed from my youth.”  21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to 
him, “One thing you lack.  Go, sell all that you have and give it to the poor, and 
you shall have riches in heaven, and come follow me.”  22 But becoming sad at 
the word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.  23 And Jesus, 
looking around, said to his disciples, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth 
to enter into the kingdom of God.”  24 But the disciples were amazed at his 
words.  But Jesus again answering, said to them, “Children, how difficult it is to 
enter the kingdom of God.  25 It is easier for a camel to go through the hole of a 
needle than a rich person to enter into the kingdom of God.”  26 But they were 
exceedingly astonished, saying among themselves, “And who can be saved?”  
27 Jesus, looking at them, said, With people it is impossible, but not with God.”  
28 Peter began to say to him, “Behold, we left all things, and we have followed 
you.”  29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left their house 
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields because of me and 
because of the Gospel  30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and fields with  
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.  31 And many who are first 
shall be last, and the last shall be first.         (Translation by Keith Hamilton) 
 
 

Reflections 
 

 

Jesus calls people to put aside anything that might prevent people from having a 
relationship with God.  Additionally, Jesus makes clear that it is not human effort 
that puts us right with God, but God’s grace that precedes our actions.  Troubling 
is that the rich man is the only person in Mark’s gospel, who having been called 
by Jesus to follow him, is unable.  Is it possible that some cannot follow in the 
way of Jesus?  The parable of the camel going through the eye of a needle  
suggests otherwise.  C. S. Lewis said it is impossible for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, yet God can do the impossible.  If God wants, God can 
make a camel go through the eye of a needle, but it will be rough on the camel!  
Even self-absorbed people can change to care about others. 
 

National Carers Week is from Sunday 14
th
 to Saturday 20

th
 October 2018.  

Parramatta Mission got in early by hosting a Carer Appreciation Day on Tuesday 
2

nd
 of October.  National Carers Week is about recognising and celebrating the 

outstanding contribution unpaid carers make to our nation. 



 

 

 
 
Carers NSW estimate that there are over 2.7 million family and friend carers in 
Australia providing 36 million hours of care and support every week to a family 
member or friend who has a disability, mental illness, drug and/or alcohol  
dependency, chronic condition, terminal illness or who is frail. The replacement 
value of that unpaid care is $1.1 billion per week.  
 

The whole day was coordinated by the PM Mental Health Support Carer Respite 
(MHSCR) team, with particular thanks to Hanh Tran who worked to ensure the 
day was a success.  The day would not have been possible without the other 
agencies who partnered with Parramatta Mission, including Fairfield City  
Council, Carers NSW, Transcultural Mental Health, Anglicare and the 
Cabramatta Bowling Club who kindly donated the use of the room for free. 
 

It was truly a great day and an embodiment of Parramatta Mission’s vision of 
supporting communities to transform lives.  Almost 200 carers came on the day 
to participate and celebrate. Groups of carers participated by demonstrating and 
encouraging everyone to join in with traditional dances, including traditional  
costumes and a special guest appearance by Elvis Presley!  Carers attending 
the Event also got to enjoy a massage workshop, henna tattoos and crafting to 
make their own door stops. 
 

The day would not have been possible without the other agencies who  
partnered with Parramatta Mission who were Fairfield City Council, Carers 
NSW, Transcultural Mental Health, Anglicare and the Cabramatta Bowling Club 
who kindly donated the use of the room for free. 
 

It was truly a great day and an embodiment of Parramatta Mission’s vision of 
supporting communities to transform lives. 
 

Matthew Russell, Operations Manager, Western Sydney 



 

 



 

 

CARERS RECOGNITION DAY 2018 



 

 

During this past week, Julie and I visited our staff and new office in Taree.   
It was one year and one day after PM commenced in Taree, and five weeks  
after moving into the new office.  It was good to meet with staff, and some  
consumers, over lunch.   
 

 
The staff said of the new office “we feel like home.”  It has the capacity for both 
office space, and also space for consumer programs and activities.  The space 
includes a games room that is helping gamers get out of home and meet with 
others.  There is also plenty of off-street parking, a kitchen, a laundry and a 
lounge room. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
Some of the art produced for Brushes with 
Life, as part of Mental Health Month.  The  
exhibition was launched last Thursday night at 
Manning Regional Art Gallery, Taree.  Most of 
the art was painted at the Manning UCA, under 
the direction of painters.  Some of the art was 
painted by PM consumers and staff, some who 
had never previously painted.  Julie and I were 
privileged to attend, meet some of our  
consumers, and also staff from the Manning 
Health who had assisted in the transition to our 
service. 



 

 

Some photos from Lanes and Alleys on last week in Parramatta. 



 

 

Blessings, Keith Hamilton 

Fijian Choir at Parramatta Lanes 



 

 

WESTMEAD Congregation 

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship 
Sundays 9.45am  
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm   
Fellowship- Tuesday 6th November 
  
MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm    
Play Group – Mondays 9.15-10.45am   
(returning on Wednesdays from 14

th
 Nov) 

Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm     
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am  

WORSHIP 
Thanks to Daniel and Jan for leading worship today. 
LEAST COIN 
We are collecting 5c pieces for the Fellowship of the Least Coin. The coins are 
collected from across the world to assist in the lives of people. If you have coins 
please place them in the box in the foyer. There is a World Community Day  
Service on Friday 26

th
 October at Granville Salvation Army Citadel (corner of 

Good and Victoria Streets) – time to be determined.  
ANGEL TREE 
Once again we will be collecting money to buy toys for children of inmates in 
correctional Centres. We do this every year and will commence our collections in 
the last 2 weeks of October and the first 2 weeks of November. This is an  
important ministry as we seek to support the families with gifts for the children 
and a hamper for the family. 
PLAY GROUPS 
Play Groups return Monday 15

th
 October. Thanks to Sue and Carol for helping 

Sally. 
LIFE AND WITNESS REPORT 
A member of the Life and Witness Consultation Team will attend Westmead to 
give a report. This will enable us to hear some feedback from the team and to be 
encouraged with our mission and ministry at Westmead. The date is yet to be 
determined. 
WESTMEAD WHISPERS 
The October edition of Westmead Whispers is available in the foyer along with 
many other leaflets and brochures. Please feel free to take what is available to 
learn more of some of the organisations we support. 
REV CHRISTINE AWAY 
Rev Christine will be away for 4 weeks commencing the 11

th
 October and  

returning the 8
th
 November. Our Elders and leaders will be available to talk to 

and there will be a few different people assisting Daniel with worship across the  

4 weeks. Please pray for her and her family and for all who are keeping  

Westmead activities going while she is away. 



 

 

 
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:  
 
 PM congregations at Parramatta and Westmead, and the PM staff in  

hospitality, community and clinical/mental health services that extend right 
across Greater Sydney, Blue Mountains, Northern Beaches, Central Coast 
and Hunter Valley and Mid-North Coast. We also pray for all the people we 
contact every day, that we might exhibit the values of grace, inclusion,  
dignity, faith and hope.  

 PM Leigh Memorial: The Goodin family, Brian & Marcel, Joan, Hazel, Betty 
E, Wilhemina, Col, Betty B, Gloria H, Darlene & Neil, Jolame & the Open 
Church team, Victoria & family, Terry the student organist & fellow HSC and 
uni students facing exams, plus our Leaders' team, congregation group 
leaders and the Sunday School & Youth Group.   

 PM Leigh Fijian: Milise Foiakau, Adriu Rogoimuri, Senitiki Qata and family, 
Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani, Dale Tonawai, Terry and Young families 

 PM Westmead: All farmers and their communities, Sharon, Keith and  
Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh and 
his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy and the 
boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary, Justice and family, Aravind 
and family, Tanzida, Nancy, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family, 
Rob, Jodie and Family, Flora, May, Rajes (Sandra),  Henry, Phyllis, Vita, 
Col, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and family, Ashima and Anusha 
Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela, Mr and Mrs S, Carmen and Rob, 
David and Christopher.Please also pray for our young people who will be 
sitting the HSC exams in coming weeks. We pray especially for Jessica T 
and Sarah (Rev Christine’s daughter). 

 UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,  
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,  
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta  
Mission, Auburn.  

 For the worship, witness and service of  Quakers Uniting Church 
 We join with churches around the world to pray for  India, Pakistan and  

Sri Lanka 

Prayer Points 

 

 

Foster your faith this week 
 
 

Jb 38:1-7, (34-41) Ps 104:1-9,24,35c 
 

Heb 5:1-10 Mk 10:35-45 



 

 

Worship Services at  

Parramatta Mission  
 

Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm       Open Church @ Leigh Memorial 

Tuesday    1.10pm         Holy Communion @ Leigh 

Sunday     9.30am            Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh 

   9.45am       Westmead Congregation @ Westmead 

    11.15am       Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh 

1.30pm                 Korean Faith Community @ Leigh 

  7.00pm                 Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee  @ Leigh 

 

                  

                   

 
 

Contacts 

 

  

 For all e-tree news follow the link below 
 http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree 

Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548  
 

Leigh Fijian Congregation: Rev Dr Clive Pearson, Supply Minister 0409523024 
 

Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588  
 

Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta  
 

Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607  
 

Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354  
 

Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446  
 

Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

Children’s Hospital Chaplain  : Sarah Bishop  0429 912 943  
 

PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157 

http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree
mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

