OUR NEWS
9th September 2018

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values,
Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith and Hope.

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health
Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,
Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and
our 36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

LEIGH Congregation
‘FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN’
It’s that time of year again…so let’s gather up our least coins (5 and 10
cent pieces) for a really good cause! Please see Margie Gray.

What is Fellowship of the Least Coin? The FLC is a worldwide
ecumenical movement of prayer for peace, justice and reconciliation.
Through this movement, Christian women around the world seek
fellowship with each other and are reminded to live a reconciling and
forgiving life with others. Though ‘least coins’ are given with each prayer,
it is not a fundraising project, but a movement of prayer without any
discrimination of race, colour, culture or denomination. It enables all,
whether rich or poor, educated or illiterate, in urban or rural areas, to
participate in the offering of their ‘least coin’, with prayer, thus providing
‘gifts of love’ to be given for projects all over the world. These coins are
sent regularly to that country’s FLC collection point, where it is forwarded
to the FLC Fund. The amount collected by each country is never
publicised; only the total sum collected each year is announced. It is
important that only the 'least coin' of each currency be set aside so that
even the poorest women of each country can be a part of this fellowship
of love and care. Each year, the ‘least coins’ in Australia are received and
dedicated at the annual World Community Day service which is held in
October and convened by Australian Church Women Inc.
(http://www.acw.org.au/least-coin.html).

SECOND LECTURE: ‘LET’S TALK ABOUT THE WEATHER’
Thanks to everyone who supported our first lecture. The second in our
series will be taking place this Wednesday 12 September, 7.30 – 9.00pm
in the church. Enquiries: Clive.
CREATIVE WORKSHOP
If you would like to spend a couple of relaxing hours working on a
creative project for Parramatta Lanes this year, please come to the
Coffee Shop on Saturday 15 September, 10am – midday. All ages & all
abilities are welcome. We’ll also be doing some brainstorming for future
projects. Enquiries: Liz.
INTER-FAITH PEACE SERVICE
Our annual hosting of the International Year of Peace Inter-faith Prayer
Service is getting closer…2pm, Friday 21 September! If you can lend a
hand for a couple of hours on the 21st, please see Manas.
MEALS PLUS LUNCH
Volunteers are needed between 9.30 – 1.30pm on Monday 1 October
(public holiday) to help with our hosting of a Meals Plus BBQ lunch.
Please see the Leaders’ team.

FIJIAN Congregation
Veisiko: Kerei me tomani tiko na veisiko vakamatamasumasu ena vei yasa ni
koro duidui eda tiko kina vakabibi vei ira na tiko voli vakagade se sega tu ni lotu.
Ke dua e gadreva na veiqaravi/veisiko Vakaitalatala (Pastoral Care/Visit)
tukutuku mai vei Vakatawa se Chairman.
Matamasumasu: Sota ena dui gauna lokuci; tu vakarau o Talatala Clive me
veisiko kina veimatamasumasu yadua ke tiko na gagadre - qai veitaratara mai
kei Vakatawa se Chairman.
Youth: Bogi ni Siga Vakaraubuka ena 7.30pm ena Coffee Shop. Tekivu na
veiqaravi vakavuniwai vei Ofa ena macawa qo ka ni sa kerei na Young Adult ke
rawa ni mai veivuke ena nodra qaravi na Youth.
Sunday School: Qaravi nodra vuli na wili vola Siga Tabu ena kena gauna.
Rally ni Marama: Rally cokovata ni marama ena Uniting Church (Fiji Parish,
Rooty Hill, Campbelltown & Parramatta) vakayacori ena 6 Okotopa 2018 e
Parramatta (veiqaravi Parramatta)
Vuli Sere: Bogi ni Vakaraubuka ena 8.00pm, kerei meda yaco totolo mai ena
mataka ni Siga Tabu (10.30am) me vaqavinaka tale kina na sere.
Siga Tabu ni Tama: Rogo vinaka nodra sere na Tama, maucokona na
veiqaravi ena So Kalou ka totoka vakaoti na vakasigalevu vakarautaki mai vei
ira na Tina kei na Gone – vinaka vakalevu.
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Dear Zone Members
Could you please advertise in your Church news and
newsletters PLEASE
Everyone WELCOME
Alpha at Carlingford UC
The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to
explore the Christian faith.
It’s relaxed, low key, friendly and fun.
There is a meal together at the beginning of each
session which gives you an opportunity to get to
know each other. Listen, learn, discuss and discover.
A 5-week-Alpha film series will be held at WoW
room, at 7.30pm on
Wednesdays from 12th September.
The details are as below:
12 Sept: “How does God guide us?”
19 Sept “How can I resist evil?”
26 Sept: “Why and how should I tell others?”
3 Oct: “Does God heal today?”
10 Oct: “What about the church?”
For further information, please contact Rev Peter
Chung on peterchung328@hotmail.com

Mark 7:24-37
24 From that place, Jesus arose and went away into the district of Tyre.
And he entered a house, and desired that no one would know he was
there, yet he could not remain unrecognised; 25 and immediately a
woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit, having heard about
Jesus, came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, a
Syrophoenician by race. She requested him that he expel the demon
out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her, “Allow the children first to be
satisfied; for it is not good to take the bread of the children and throw it to
the dogs. 28 But she answered and said to him, “Yes, Lord; and yet the
dogs under the table eat from the crumbs of the children.” 29 And he
said to her, “Because of this word, go, the demon has gone away from
your daughter. 30 And departing to her house, she found the child had
been laid on the couch and the demon had gone. 31 And again Jesus
went forth out of the district of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of
Galilee through the middle of the district of Decapolis. 32 And they
brought to him a man with a speech impediment, and they begged him
that he would lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him aside from the
crowd, privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and spitting he touched
his tongue, 34 and looking up to heaven, he groaned and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” which means “be opened.” 35 and his ears were opened,
and immediately the bond on his tongue was loosed, and he spoke
correctly. 36 And he ordered them that no one should tell; but as much
as he ordered them, they more exceedingly proclaimed.

Reflections
The U2 Song, Crumbs from your Table contemporises the message in
Mark 7. It uses irony when it says “And you speak of signs and
wonders, but I need something other, I would believe if I was able, I'm
waiting on the crumbs from your table.” The crumbs from bread on the
table become signs and wonders when taken to feed the hungry and
hurting.

The full lyrics of the U2 song are
From the brightest star
Comes the blackest hole
You had so much to offer
Why did you offer your soul?
I was there for you baby
When you needed my help
Would you deny for others
What you demand for yourself?
Cool down mama, cool off
Cool down mama, cool off
You speak of signs and wonders
I need something other
I would believe if I was able
But I'm waiting on the crumbs from your table
You were pretty as a picture
It was all there to see
Then your face caught up with your psychology
With a mouth full of teeth
You ate all your friends
And you broke every heart thinking every heart mends
You speak of signs and wonders
But I need something other
I would believe if I was able
But I'm waiting on the crumbs from your table
Where you live should not decide
Whether you live or whether you die
Three to a bed
Sister Ann, she said
Dignity passes by
And you speak of signs and wonders
But I need something other
I would believe if I was able
I'm waiting on the crumbs from your table

Monday morning 10 September, is the annual Out of the Shadows
walk. This walk commences from Lifeline Western Sydney, 153
George St, Parramatta. It commences at 5 am, in the dark so that we
will walk from the dark into the light as the Sun rises to signify support
for World Suicide Prevention Day 2018.
The event includes
breakfast, and will conclude at 7 am. If you are in the habit of going for
an early morning walk, make this your walk. If you are not in that habit,
Monday morning is a good time, and this a good cause to start.
Incidentally, regular walking is good for not only physical health, also
mental health.
By the time you read this, the Gala for 2018 has been held. My thanks
to all who worked to make the event happen, and to all who supported
the event. The gale has the purposes of raising awareness, education,
encouragement to act, and raising funds towards raising hope for
women facing homelessness. Since we started began this project we
have raised over $500,000.

The latest engagement day bus trip in Meals Plus
Meals Plus coordinator Paul, gave us an inspiring talk about the work.

Blessings, Keith Hamilton

Thank you to Dot’s Flowers for donating 50 Daffodils for
the Out of The Shadows Walk and Into the Light event.
Your involvement is greatly appreciated.

Foster your faith this week
Prv 1:20-33 Ps 19
Jas 3:1-12 Mk 8:27-38

Pastoral message for this week….

God keeps on changing us,
especially as we learn to love our neighbour

IS ALCOHOL A PROBLEM IN A
RELATIVE OR FRIEND?
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS provide
support and understanding for families affected
by someone else’s drinking.
Meetings every Thursday 5.30 – 6.30pm
Parramatta Mission, 119 Macquarie St Parramatta
ALATEEN is a meeting for children & teens affected
by another’s drinking.
For further information and meeting details for Al-Anon &
Alateen visit
www.al-anon.alateen.org/australia
or call 1300 ALANON (1300 252 666)

WESTMEAD Congregation
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
During the week we had the opportunity to celebrate Jean’s 97th Birthday. It was
wonderful to see her at Fellowship meeting, and to share a birthday cake.
Happy Birthday Jean.
LEADERS’ MEETING
The Westmead Leaders’ meeting is on Tuesday 11th September at 2.30pm.
Please pray for our leaders.
CHURCH COUNCIL
Our Church council meeting is coming up on Thursday 20th September. Please
pray for all of those from our congregations who are on the church council as we
make decisions and listen to each other and the leading of God’s Spirit.
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
The school holidays are coming up commencing the 28th September.
There will be no Play Groups during the holidays. There will be no Open Door on
Wednesday 10th October, in the second week of the holidays. Thanks to all who
help with Play groups and Open Door who have a deserved break during these
days.
SPECIAL PRAYERS
There are a number of people in special need at the moment. Please pray
especially for those in hospital, for their families and for the staff who are caring
for them. RAIN
There has been some wonderful rainfalls across the last 2 weeks- especially
along the coastal areas in the Far North Coast. However, there is still significant
drought in NSW with many places not receiving any rain. Please continue to pray
for the farmers, the farming community and the many towns and cities in the
country areas. To donate money go to www.buyabale.com.au or see Rev
Christine.
Please also pray for our young people who will be sitting the HSC exams in
coming weeks. We pray especially for Jessica and Sarah (Rev Christine’s
daughter).

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
Fellowship- Tuesday 2nd October
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:


PM congregations at Parramatta and Westmead, and the PM staff in
hospitality, community and clinical/mental health services that extend right
across Greater Sydney, Blue Mountains, Northern Beaches, Central Coast
and Hunter Valley and Mid-North Coast. We also pray for all the people we
contact every day, that we might exhibit the values of grace, inclusion,
dignity, faith and hope.



PM Leigh Memorial: Jolame, Margaret, Betty B, Joan, Marcel, Betty E,
Hazel, Jo, Col, Wilhemina, Hazel, and the de Reland, Dunbar/Smith,
Hayes, Jackson families. Also, our Open Church volunteers, the Leigh
Memorial Leaders' team, our Sunday School children/teachers, and Youth
Group.



PM Leigh Fijian: Milise Foiakau, Adriu Rogoimuri, Senitiki Qata and family,
Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani, Dale Tonawai, Terry and Young families



PM Westmead: All farmers and their communities, Sharon, Keith and
Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh and
his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy and the
boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary, Justice and family, Aravind
and family, Tanzida, Sushila, Nancy, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and
family, Rob, Jodie and Family, Flora, May, Rajes (Sandra), Henry, Phyllis,
Vita, Col, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and family, Ashima and
Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela, Mr and Mrs S, Carmen and
Rob, David and Christopher .



UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta
Mission, Auburn.



For the worship, witness and service of
Church



We join with churches around the world to pray for
Albania,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia

Parramatta Centenary Uniting

Worship Services at
Parramatta Mission
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: Rev Dr Clive Pearson, Supply Minister 0409523024
Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au

Children’s Hospital Chaplain : Sarah Bishop 0429 912 943
PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

