OUR NEWS
1st July 2018

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values, Grace, Inclusion, Dignity,
Faith and Hope

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health
Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,
Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and
our 36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

LEIGH Congregation
THANK YOU – HERITAGE SERVICE
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to last Sunday’s Heritage Service at
Leigh Memorial – during which we acknowledged the 200th anniversary of Rev.
Walter Lawry’s arrival & the 41st anniversary of the UCA. It was great to see and
hear from Rev. David Manton and Fran – who also brought greetings from
Richard in the Southern Highlands. Richard and family have been strong
contributors and supporters of our Mission’s heritage over a long period. Limited
copies of the ‘Lawry’ anniversary book are still available. Don’t miss out!
Please see Liz.

DATES FOR JULY
1 July
Sunday School concludes for Term 2
2 July
Couples & Friends
3 & 17 July
Community Visitors
4 July
LEAP
7 July
‘Exploring the Way of Paul’ – study morning with Clive
8 July
Worship Committee (TBC)
14 & 28 July Youth Group
15 July
Music Team service
21 July
‘Exploring the Way of Paul’ – study morning with Clive
29 July
Sunday School starts for Term 3
CONGREGATION COMPENDIUMS
Copies of the Leigh Memorial 2017-18 ‘Congregation Compendium’ will be
available at morning tea time for anyone who missed out when they were
distributed a couple of weeks ago. The compendium contains 14 x reports from
congregation groups/activities - plus an easy to reference chart of everything
that’s happening in the life of our congregation at present and leaders’ names/
contact details. Enquiries: Leaders’ team.

SAME SEX MARRIAGE FORUM
The UCA Assembly has asked all congregations to gather and discuss same
sex marriage. A forum for this purpose will be convened at Leigh Memorial
following morning worship this Sunday, 1 July.
‘EXPLORING THE WAY OF PAUL’
Clive will be leading 4 x Saturday morning studies on Paul during winter.
Dates are, July 7 & 21 and August 4 & 18 in the Choir Vestry.
Come to one, two, three or all four. Open to all/no cost. Enquiries: Clive.

2nd JULY ’18 COUPLES & FRIENDS
MEETING AT 7.00p.m.

You are invited to a Couples & Friends Meeting
with a difference commencing at 7.00 p.m.
It is our third Winter Warmer Meal
with Soup and Damper Rolls followed by delicious
Apple Pie & Custard.
All are welcome to join us in the
Fellowship Centre for this event as after our warming meal
we will be having a fun Games Night.
Pastoral message for this week….
In a time of fake news and grumpy politics
its time to cross over to be . . .
Respectful
Gracious
Inclusive

Foster your faith this week
2 Sm 5:1-5, 9-10 Ps 48
2 Cor 12:2-10 Mk 6:1-13

Veiwatini Vakatagane/Vakayalewa: Qo e dua na Ulutaga ka levu sara na
kena veivosaki/veitalanoa taki ena gauna qo vakabibi ni bera na kena kau cake
ki na National Assembly ena vula mai qo. Na pepa ka ratou vakarautaka na
Standing Committee Working Group a veisoliyaki ka da veivosaki kina ena
Siga Tabu sa oti ka rau veituberi kina o Talatala Clive kei Talatala Amelia. Au
vakabauta ni levu sara na taro e tu ka da vinakata me saumi mai na rarama ni
Vosa Ni Kalou e koto ena Vola Tabu kei na cava na rai ni Lotu ena veika oqo.
Sa kerei meda masulaka me vukei keda na Kalou ena noda vakatulewa.
Masumasu: Eda vakauqeti me tomani tiko na masumasu e noda dui veiyasa ni
koro noda masumasu cokovata ena matakalailai (5.00am) ni Siga Vakarauwai
7 Jiulai. Veisureti o Talatala Manas ena Masumasu Cokovata (LEAP – Leave
Everything And Pray) ena yakavi ni Vukelulu 7.30pm ena Vestry.
Veisiko: Tomani tiko na veisiko VakaiTalatala (Pastoral Visitation) nei Talatala
Clive. Ke dua e gadreva na Veiqaravi VakaiTalatala, veitaratara mai kei
Vakatawa se Chairman.
Sunday School: Ena kena gauna ena Siga Tabu
Youth: Sota ena kena gauna Siga Vakaraubuka (7.00pm) ena Coffee Shop.
Vuli Sere: Yakavi ni Siga Vakaraubuka ena 8 na kaloko ena Coffee Shop;
meda yaco totolo mai ena mataka ni Siga Tabu(10.30am) me vakadre na sere.
Tiki ni Siga Meda Nanamaki kina:
7 Jul – Masumasu Cokovata
Ke ko gadreva me vakaraibalevu/vakatitobu taki nomu kila na veika e so
baleta na Apositolo ko Paula vakavakarau mai ena vei siga qo – 8 Jul, 22 Jul,
5 Aug, 19 Aug

FIJIAN Congregation

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
1 After the death of Saul, when David had returned from defeating the
Amalekites, David remained two days in Ziklag.
17 David intoned his
lamentation over Saul and his son Jonathan. 18 (He ordered that the Song of
the Bow be taught to the people of Judah; it is written in the Book of Jashar.) He
said: 19 Your glory, O Israel, lies slain upon your high places! How the mighty
have fallen! 20 Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon; or
the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice, the daughters of the uncircumcised
will exult. 21 You mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew or rain upon you, nor
bounteous fields! For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, the shield of
Saul, anointed with oil no more. 22 From the blood of the slain, from the fat of
the mighty, the bow of Jonathan did not turn back, nor the sword of Saul return
empty. Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely! In life and in death they were
not divided; they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.
24 O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you with crimson, in
luxury, who put ornaments of gold on your apparel. 25 How the mighty have
fallen in the midst of battle! Jonathan lies slain upon your high places. 26 I am
distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your
love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 27 How the mighty have
fallen, and the weapons of war perished!
(NRSV)

Reflections
The reading from 2 Samuel is a lament of love and grief at the death of a loved
on. The Bible expresses the full breadth of human emotion: life, death, hatred,
love, joy, anger, sadness, grief. It is to be human to feel the full breadth of
emotion, and for the Hebrew and Christian readers for whom these texts are
sacred, it seems both God’s intention, and that God is present in all of this stuff
of life.

Congratulations to Jione Havea and the
contributors of the book, Sea of Readings:
The Bible in the South Pacific, which was
published with support from the Rev’d
Veitinia Waqabaca Literary and Theological
Foundation. Veitinia, formerly the minister of
both
Westmead
and
Leigh
Fijian
congregations, established the foundation
when she retired. Inise Vakabua Foi’akau,
member of our Leigh Fijian congregation,
wrote one of the chapters. Inise is also a
research student in Biblical studies at the
School of theology, CSU. The complimentary
copy is now in the Parramatta Mission library,
located in eastern entrance to the Leigh
Memorial Church in Parramatta.

The executive held their weekly
meeting
at
our
hub
at
Chatswood last week.
The
meeting included hearing from
staff about the work. Here is an
example of our consumers’
programme of support:
A consumer living with a mental
illness joined CLS with the
primary goals of achieving
independence from their parents
around budgeting and cooking.
On Mondays one of our staff
meet with the consumer to
discuss the weekly budget and
choose a recipe to cook later in
the week. On Tuesdays, we meet the consumer at their house and catch the
bus with them to the local shopping centre where we purchase groceries from a
list of ingredients and do things like operate the automatic checkouts. On
Wednesdays we assist the consumer to prepare a meal using the recipe that
they selected and shopped for. In this way a consumer is being empowered to
learn budgeting, planning meals, travel training, learning to shop selectively, and
prepared a meal. Consumers remark on their sense of achievement, and staff
comment on their satisfaction in seeing consumers achieve their goals.

The Assembly meeting in July will receive a report and proposals regarding
same gender marriage. Last week, the newsletter included the options. This
week the newsletter has the proposals:
That the Assembly resolve:
(a) To note that the Working Group on Doctrine Report documents a continuing
and faithful struggle on matters relating to sexuality and marriage spanning
several decades in the Uniting Church; and that the issue of same-gender
marriage is one about which many Uniting Church people faithfully hold strong
and at times mutually exclusive convictions;
(b) To adopt the following policy statement on marriage:
Marriage is a gift God has given to humankind for the well-being of the whole
human family. For Christians, marriage is the freely given consent and
commitment in public and before God of two people to live together for life. It is
intended to be the mutually faithful life-long union of two people expressed in
every part of their life together. In marriage two people seek to encourage and
enrich each other through love and companionship, experience the fruitfulness
of family, contribute to the well-being of society and strengthen the mission of the
church.

(c) (i) To affirm that Ministers and celebrants authorised by the Uniting Church in
Australia may exercise freedom of conscience with regards to accepting
requests to celebrate marriages, including same-gender marriages, according to the
rites of the Uniting Church in Australia;
(ii) To request the Assembly Officers to direct the appropriate Assembly body to
prepare an authorised Marriage Liturgy suitable for opposite-gender and
same-gender couples for approval by the Standing Committee at its August 2018
meeting;
(iii) To note that Church Councils: • have the authority under Regulation 4.4.1 to permit
or refuse the use of any property held for the use of the Congregation for
same-gender weddings; • do not have the authority to require a Minister in placement
in their Congregation to, or prevent a Minister in their Congregation from, celebrating
same-gender marriages.
(d) To adopt the following affirmation:
1. Marriage
Marriage is a gift of God, at the heart of human society and culture. In the
life-long union of marriage people can know the joy of God in whose image we are
made, male and female. In giving themselves to each other in love, two
people reflect the love of Christ for his Church. In marriage, two people are called to
live together faithfully, and to love each other with respect, tenderness and delight.
They share the life of a wider family and community and may be entrusted with the gift
and care of children. They help to shape a society in which human dignity and
happiness may flourish and abound. Marriage is not to be entered into lightly or
selfishly, but responsibly and in the love of God. It is a gift of God and a way of life that
all people should honour.
2. Separation, Divorce and Re-marriage
An inability to sustain the marriage relationship breaks the commitment to be together
for life and may be painful for the couple, the children in their care, as well as for
parents, friends and the Church community.
In cases of the irretrievable breakdown of marriage, the Church acknowledges that
divorce may be the only creative and life-giving direction to take.
The Church has a responsibility to:
a) care for people, including children, through the trauma of the ending of a
marriage; b) help people where appropriate to grieve, repent, grow in
self-understanding, receive affirmation, grace and forgiveness;
c) support them as they hear God's call for new life. The grace and healing of God are
available to people who are divorced, which may free them to marry again.
In our deliberations at Parramatta Mission, we are guided by our vision: a
Church-based community transforming lives, and our values: grace, inclusion, dignity,
faith and hope. These provide a framework in decision making, which includes our
decisions in how we as individuals and collectively relate to other people, with whom
we might either disagree or agree. Therefore, on some things we shall agree and on
others disagree and do so with honestly and integrity, but more importantly, we will
always endeavour to live in community and collaborate with all people.
Blessings, Keith Hamilton

Exploring the way of Paul
4 studies in total: come to 1, 2 or all 4:
7 & 21 July and 4 & 18 August 2018.
Where? Leigh Memorial Uniting Church
119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta
Time: 10.00am – 11.30am.
Study leader: Assoc. Prof. Rev. Dr. Clive Pearson

The apostle Paul does not appear to have known the Jesus, who lived in first century
Galilee; for a while he persecuted the first followers of the risen Christ. He never wrote
a gospel. And yet …. for much of Christian history he shaped our understanding of the
cross of Christ and his resurrection. It is sometimes said that he has been one of the most
influential thinkers in world history. …. And yet … in recent times he has slipped into
obscurity. There are hardly ever any sermons preached on him these days; his letters
(which are the oldest parts of the New Testament) are seldom read out loud in a service
of worship.
The purpose of this study is to recover the importance of Paul and consider how and why
he wrote his letters. We will also spend some time on 2 of Paul’s epistles – Philippians
and Galatians. (Why not read them in advance?).

‘Called by God’.

7 July

‘To the saints ….’. (Writing a letter).

21 July

‘Partners in the Gospel’ (Philippians). 4 August
‘You foolish Galatians’.

NB:

18 August

The same series will be held for the Leigh Fijian congregation, following lunch,
on the following Sundays: 8 July, 22 July, 5 August, 19 August.

WESTMEAD Congregation
UCA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
The National meeting of the Uniting Church will occur in July. There is a special
edition of Westmead Whispers talking about the Assembly and the range of
topics which will be discussed. Please read through the paper and use the links
provided if you want to read any of the reports or proposals.
SPECIAL RESPECTFUL DISCUSSION AROUND POSSIBLE CHANGES TO
MARRIAGE FOR THE UCA
Next Sunday 8th July we will have the opportunity to stay back after church,
share a light lunch and have a respectful discussion around the possible
changes to the Marriage rites for the Uniting Church in Australia. This is one of
the topics for the Assembly meeting and whilst no Minister or Lay Religious
Celebrant is able to marry same gender couples at this point of time, the
Assembly has the responsibility of the marriage rites. Rev Christine has
prepared some resources to assist people in thinking through some of the issues
and the background. These will be available in the foyer from today.
FOOD FOR MEALS PLUS
Thank you to all who have contributed food across June to be given to Meals
Plus. These gifts will assist in providing lunches for people who are homeless or
disadvantaged.
LIFE AND WITNESS CONSULTATION
During July we will have a meeting with some members of the consultation
committee. There will be more information once a date has been decided. This
meeting is to assist in the review of the Parramatta Mission. We encourage as
many people to be involved in the process.
PRESBYTERY FELLOWSHIP GATHERING
Saturday 28th July, at Northmead Uniting Church- 10.00 am for Morning Tea and
10.45 for service. If you would like to attend, please bring your own lunch and
tea and coffee will be provided. Day concludes at 2.15.

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
Fellowship- Tuesday 3rd July
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am NB No Play Group
during school holidays
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
NB No Open Door on 11th July.
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am

Prayer Points
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:


PM congregations at Parramatta and Westmead, and the PM staff in
hospitality, community and clinical/mental health services that extend right
across Greater Sydney, Blue Mountains, Northern Beaches, Central Coast
and Hunter Valley and Mid-North Coast. We also pray for all the people we
contact every day, that we might exhibit the values of grace, inclusion,
dignity, faith and hope.



PM Leigh Memorial: Jolame, Margaret, Betty B, Joan, Marcel, Betty E,
Hazel, Jo, Col, Wilhemina, Hazel, and the de Reland, Dunbar/Smith,
Hayes, Jackson families. Also, our Open Church volunteers, the Leigh
Memorial Leaders' team, our Sunday School children/teachers, and Youth
Group.



PM Leigh Fijian: Milise Foiakau, Adriu Rogoimuri, Emosi Rogoimuri, Senitiki
Qata and family, Akisi Allison, Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani.



PM Westmead: Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh and his family (Kerryn,
Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy and the boys, Silvano,
Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Keith and Noeleen, Mary, Jan and her family,
Justice and family, Aravind and family, Tanzida, Sushila and family, Nancy,
Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family, Rob, Jodie and Family, Flora,
May, Rajes (Sandra), Henry, Phyllis, Billie, Vita, , Col, Al, Mrs G and family,
Judy, Shanika and family, Ashima and Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W,
Ruth and Lela, Max, Mr and Mrs S, Sophie and her family, Mark and his
family.



UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta
Mission, Auburn.



For the worship, witness and service of Katoomba Faith Community.



We join with churches around the world to pray for Colombia, Ecuador,
Venezuela

Worship Services at
Parramatta Mission
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: 9891 2277
Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au
Children’s Hospital Chaplain : Sarah Bishop 0429 912 943
PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

