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13th May 2018

Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values, Grace, Inclusion, Dignity,
Faith and Hope

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health
Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,
Hunter and Mid-North Coast
Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of our work and
our 36 sites are on the land of traditional owners.
We pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land on
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present,
and emerging leaders.

LEIGH Congregation
HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY!
Thoughts and prayers for all of our lovely and giving Mums, grandmothers and
great grandmothers today – and to everyone who shares ‘motherly love’ and
support with us in our daily lives. Our love and thanks to all of you and we hope
that you have a wonderful day. We also remember the mothers who are no
longer with us this year and pray for families grieving their loss. Below is a
greeting from Sunday School @ Leigh: Love you Mum!

MAY @ LEIGH MEMORIAL
Tue 15 May Ecumenical Council of NSW service, 7.00pm
Sat 19 May Sunday School/Youth Progressive Dinner, 5.30pm
Sun 20 May Pentecost / Music Team Service + Congregation Picnic
Thu 24 May Future Directions meeting, 7.30pm
Sun 27 May Couples and Friends Annual Service, 9.30am
WALTER LAWRY 200th ANNIVERSARY – BOOKS FOR SALE!
This Mothers’ Day we are launching our anniversary book, titled ‘Lawry’,
which includes a special tribute to young wife and mother, Mary Lawry (nee
Hassall). The books are $10 per copy. Enquiries: Liz (Leigh Memorial),
Inise (Leigh Fijian) & Lorna (Westmead).
SPOW - CORRECTION
Please note that SPOW (Single People of Worth) lunches are held bi-monthly,
not monthly as previously indicated in our newsletter. Apologies for any
inconvenience caused. Please verify all SPOW dates with Beverly.
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF NSW SERVICE @ LEIGH
You are warmly invited to this very special service, to be held at 7.00pm at Leigh
Memorial on the evening of Tuesday 15 May. Guest speaker will be Rev. Dr.
Prof. Sang Chang, World Council of Churches President for Asia who was also
the first woman PM of South Korea. Helpers needed. Enquiries: Manas/Leaders.
LEIGH MEMORIAL CONGREGATION – PICNIC!
Come up to Parramatta Park after morning worship next Sunday 20 May and
enjoy a bit of time outdoors and a chance to catch up. BYO Picnic Lunch,
chairs, rugs etc. Come & go as you please. All welcome! (NB: In the event of
wet weather, the picnic will be postponed).

Mothers’ Day, 2018:

The Story of the Leigh Memorial Chairs

Did you know that the chairs in the high pulpit at Leigh Memorial were placed there
by two families in memory of much loved mothers of our congregation?
They were given to the church over 50 years ago in memory of Mrs. Ivy Gray
(Col Gray’s mother and a long term contributor to Leigh Memorial and the local
community) and Mrs. Mary Porter (also a very generous contributor to her church
and community, and mother of Hilda Porter, one of our longest serving Sunday School
teachers). Both women passed away in 1963.
For our Mothers’ Day service this year, the chairs will be brought down to the
sanctuary for closer viewing.. We are indebted to both Ivy and Mary – who represent
our mothers, grandmothers, aunts and friends – and all the women who have cared for
and inspired us in our lives. ‘Happy Mothers day’!!

The Ivy Gray and Mary Porter memorial chairs, Leigh Memorial high pulpit.

Ecumenical Worship Service
Tuesday 15th May 2018

Celebration
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Leigh Memorial Congregation
Parramatta Mission
119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 2150

Key Note Speaker:

The Rev. Dr Sang Chang,
World Council of Churches Asia President

“Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace – the Korean Peninsula”
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Followed by Supper

RSVP by Tuesday 8th May 2018

Email: nswec@ncca.org.au
Phone: NSW Ecumenical Council on 8259 0819

Foster your faith this week
Acts 2:1-21 Or Ezek 37:1-14

Ps 104:24-34

Rom 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21

Jn 15:26-27

Parramatta Centenary Uniting Church & Northmead Uniting Church
Invite you to attend Seniors Community Lunch
When: 12pm on the 4th Tuesday of each month
22nd May ,..26th June,...24th July
Where: Parramatta Centenary Uniting Church
Corner 46-48 Sorrell Street North Parramatta
Cost: $10 includes simple lunch
RSVP : 029835023
nd
Special Event 22 May 2018 - Hymn Singing by request

WESTMEAD Congregation
HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY
Happy Mothers’ Day to all those who are mothers, grandmothers and who have
acted as mothers to others. We wish you all a special day- not just today but
throughout the whole year!
PIANISTS
We are blessed to have Robyn playing for us today. Robyn plays the second
Sunday of every month and covers the fifth Sundays as well. We love having
Don play for us but he will be away the next 2 weeks. We are delighted to have
Sophie play next Sunday and Amelia the following Sunday. We are also praying
that Bruce will recover well from the injury to his finger. Thanks to all our
pianists!
WESTMEAD WHISPERS
The new Westmead Whispers is available on the table in the foyer. It has an
item looking at the strategic directions for Westmead and how that fits with the
broader PM Strategic Directions.
CARPET BOWLS AT CHURCH
The next Carpet bowls day is Wednesday 23rd May from 1.00-3.30. All are
welcome to attend. Those not wishing to play bowls can always join in a game of
scrabble.
PASTORAL TEAM RETREAT
On Wednesday 16th May the Pastoral Team are having a retreat day at
Kurrajong Heights UC. Sally Yabsley-Bell is covering Play group on Wednesday.
Thanks to Sally for helping out on Wednesday.
CELEBRATION
We are blessed at Westmead to have many opportunities to assist others, to
reach out and care for others and offer them hospitality. We want to celebrate
these things by offering encouraging words to others, by thanking others for the
little things and by offering our best to other people in the same way we might
want to offer our best to God. So let’s celebrate the goodness of God and the
wonderful opportunities we have to engage in worship, witness and service on
our community.

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
Fellowship- Tuesday 5th June
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am

Luke 24:50-53
50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, having lifted up his hands, he
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he was separated from them and
was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were all continually in the temple blessing
God.
(Translation by Keith Hamilton)

Reflections
Ascension was celebrated last week. It is an important day in the church year
that reminds Christians that following his death and resurrection, Jesus
ascended to heaven. It marks the move from Jesus being confined to one place
and time, to becoming present through the Holy Spirit across the entirety of
creation.
The Out There Leadership Summit was held last week. This brought together
leaders from across Western Sydney. Among the standouts were the work of
Mayor Chagi, who was awarded the annual Pemulwuy prize for outstanding
community leadership for 2018, and the annual Lachlan Macquarie Lecture by
Peter Shergold.
Mayor Chagi founder of Savannah Pride was featured on Australian Story. He
walked to freedom in Sudan and migrated to Australia in 2006. He started a
basketball team, Savannah Pride, to assist Sudanese youth in Blacktown.
Basketball is the means to build connection, character, identity and education.
He always wants to show the best of himself to the community, as a role model.
Every day he seeks to be the best person he can, because that is the best way
to say thank you for life. An inspiring leader.
Peter Shergold, in his lecture, turned common prejudices on their head. The
common view is Western Sydney is different, disadvantaged and dynamic, but
that is a one dimensional view. The real story of Western Sydney is not the lack
of amenities or infrastructure but the emerging people. In 1971 Western Sydney
was high in manufacturing, but that has changed. The loss of manufacturing has
not produced a wasteland such as in the North of England or the rust belt of the
USA. While there is poverty, many have moved into the middle class and
household income has significantly increased. The unemployment rate dropped
from 10% in 1991 to about 6% today. The demand for trade skills in Western
Sydney is declining and demand for territory skills increasing, a change and
switch since 1971. In 1971 of the Western Sydney population, there were 72 uni
students to every 100 TAFE, now 240 uni students to every 100 TAFE students.
That is unique in the world. 75% of Western Sydney are migrants. Rhodes and
Westmead are the highest suburbs with degrees in Sydney. There is a high
number in Parramatta. This year at the December WSU graduation will be the
200,000th graduate.

The disadvantage is in the mind, not in reality. The prejudices colour the reading of
Western Sydney, seeing disadvantaged rather than opportunity and seeing
disadvantage rather than social capital. The fluency in another language and
culture is a strength to prospective employers, as is the experience of cultural
diversity, and finding solutions to common problems with people who are
different. There are challenges such as here is a place where people live and play,
but more jobs for graduates in Western Sydney is needed so people don’t have to
travel away each day for work
L to R: Amelia, Rev Peter
McDonald
and
Rev
Andrew
Robertson
from
Uniting
Communities in Adelaide, who
visited PM last week.
Here at
WSU. Peter is Executive Manager
Advocacy
and
Community
Relations at Uniting Communities.
Andrew is starting a new Uniting
Church congregation in the new
UCA building, U City, in Adelaide

Morning
tea
at
HASI
Plus
included apple crumble made by
Teija (thank you) who is seated to
my left, also includes Aaron who is
the clinical lead, and Simone, a
consumer.

PM had a table of 9 at the UADV
Gala last week, raising funds for
Thelma Brown Cottage for women
and children escaping domestic
violence. Here is L to R, Rena, our
volunteering coordinator, Jenny,
fundraising and marketing, Nicole,
who is not new to PM but new to
this team and is social enterprise
development, and Jo, who is the
Director of Fundraising, Marketing,
Volunteering and Development

Outback Steakhouse and the
Eels have combined to
sponsor
a
number
of
community BBQ’s at the
Youth Hub through 2018.
The BBQ this week gave
attention to the issue of
domestic violence.
The
backyard of the Hub was full
of people, including the
Police, Priceline, and lots of
people younger than me.

Here with Uncle Greg who has been
mentoring youth at the Youth Hub, and
who made the welcome to country. Also
present was Police Constable Small, who
is a descendent of Yarramundi, who 200
years ago would lead his people to the
gatherings of Aboriginal people, behind
where our Leigh Memorial Church is today

Michael from the Eels and John from
Outback Stackhouse.
A special thank you to all who attended the
workshop last Saturday, and contributed to
the deliberations.
It was good to be
together from our three congregations,
looking at current challenges and how we
can address them for the future. Special
thank you to Ian, Amelia, David, Donna,
Robert and Clive who helped make it
happen. The work is currently being collated. It will be presented to the Future Directions Meeting on Thursday 24 May.
Blessings, Keith Hamilton

Mo ni kalougata na
marama ena
Siga Tabu ni Tina
ni kua. E ra nanumi
na marama era sega
ni tiko vata kei keda.
Me noda vata na
loloma ni Kalou

Vuli Sere : Bogi na Vakaraubuka 18/5 ena 8pm. Dau gadrevi talega me
da tiko ena 10.30am ena Hall ena mataka ni Siga Tabu me vakabobo taki
tale kina noda sere ni So-Kalou
Matamasumasu : Vakauqeti tiko na masumasu ena vei yasani ni koro.
Na noda masumasu cokovata ka tarava e na Vakarauwai 2 ni Jiune ena
Coffee Shop ena 5.00am
Bose ni Vale ni Lotu : Vakarauwai 2 ni Jiune ena 4.00pm ena Coffee
Shop
Yaya ni Vale ni Lotu : House keeping. Kerei me da yadrava na kena
maroroi vinaka na i yau ni Vale ni Lotu ni vakayagataki oti, tomiki na
benu, boko na cina, heater kei na misini livaliva ka sogo vinaka na
katuba. Sa kerei na noda veivuke ena tikina oqo. Vinaka saka vakalevu.
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Prayer Points
The Parramatta Mission congregations invite you to join in prayers for:














PM congregations at Parramatta and Westmead, and the hospitality,
community and clinical/mental health services that extend right across
Greater Sydney to Blue Mountains, Central Coast and Hunter Valley,
Mid-North Coast. This includes programs, activities, support services.
Prayers for congregants, staff and volunteers, also for the residents, guests
and patients; consumers, clients, and members; callers and visitors, whom
we meet and journey with every day of the year.
PM Leigh Memorial: Jolame, Margaret, Betty B, Joan, Marcel, Betty E,
Hazel, Jo, Col, Wilhemina, Hazel, and the de Reland, Dunbar/Smith,
Hayes, Jackson and Owen families. Also, our Open Church volunteers, the
Leigh Memorial Leaders' team, our Sunday School children/teachers, and
Youth Group.
PM Leigh Fijian: Milise Foiakau, Adriu Rogoimuri, Emosi Rogoimuri, Senitiki
Qata and family, Akisi Allison, Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani. PM Westmead: Mrs
E and family, Mary and Aloy and the boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and
Gerard, Keith and Noeleen, Mary, Jan and her family, Justice and family,
Aravind and family, Tanzida, Sushila and family, Eamonn, Nancy, Jean,
Angela and Cornell, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family, Rob,
Jodie and Family, Rev Veitinia, Flora, May, Rajes (Sandra), Henry, Phyllis,
Billie, Vita, Caroline and David A, Col, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika
and family, Ashima and Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela,
Max, Mr and Mrs S, Sophie and her family, Mark and his family.
Staff : new program initiatives, “back room” support services
Volunteers : recruitment and training
For congregants and staff of the PM community grieving the death of family
members.
UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta
Mission, Auburn.
For the worship, witness and service of Greystanes Uniting
Church-Congregation
We join with churches around the world to pray for Kenya, Tanzania

Pastoral message for this week….
Love the truth
Telling the truth is a revolutionary act.

Worship Services at
Parramatta Mission
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: 9891 2277
Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au
Children’s Hospital Chaplain : Sarah Bishop 0429 912 943
PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

