OUR NEWS for 10th December 2017

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,
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Greater Sydney, Central Coast, Hunter and
Mid-North Coast
Our Vision
A Community Transforming Lives
Our Values, Grace, Inclusion,
Dignity, Faith and Hope

‘HAPPY CHRISTMAS’ FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL @ LEIGH!
This Sunday, our children and teachers will be sharing in the annual Sunday
School Prize-Giving during the 9.30am service and then enjoying a party in the
hall. It will be our final Sunday School morning for 2017. Those receiving prizes
will be from our Junior Class (teacher - Anne, plus helpers Priya, Nadine &
Lisa) and Senior Class (teachers - Samantha & Liz, and helper, Ken). Thanks
to our team for their dedication throughout the year, and their skill in adjusting
learning materials and approaches to varying numbers of students from just a
few to sometimes many, many more! Many thanks to Manas, Nita and the whole
congregation for their ongoing prayers and support of our Sunday School & our
Youth Group. Thanks also to Clive & Alan for lending a hand as guest
presenters, plus our lovely kids, ages 5 to 18, for their efforts, enthusiasm, bible
knowledge and engaging personalities. Congrats to Year 12 graduate Vili, who
has been part of our Sunday School for the past 15 years. Please note: after
10/12, we will break for the school holidays and return for classes on
4 February, 2018. Families are warmly invited to the Carol Service, and our
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day services. Thanks & blessings – Liz.

LEIGH Congregation

LEIGH MEMORIAL GIVING TREE – THANK YOU
This Sunday, 10 December, is the final day for ‘Giving Tree’ donations. Many
thanks to everyone who has generously contributed. We’ve had a wonderful
response and all donations are currently being delivered to those in need within
Parramatta Mission’s community programs.

TEAR FUND – ADVENT FUNDRAISING
Each Sunday morning during Advent, members are invited to contribute to the
TEAR fund (Christian relief and development in multiple disadvantaged
communities worldwide) - by purchasing some special food treats. Last week it
was baklava and mini Christmas puddings. What treats will it be this Sunday???
A gift catalogue is also available. Enquiries: Fiona.

NEXT SUNDAY – CAROL SERVICE,9.30am
On Sunday 17th December at 9.30am, we’ll be sharing in a very special carol
service at Leigh Memorial, including an organ performance of ‘O Come All Ye
Faithful’ by our student organist, Terry, and some wonderful caroling by our
Music Team.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BEVERLY!...A little bird tells us that our
Beverly Beaman is about to have a special "milestone" birthday!
Beverly has been an energetic contributor to the Leigh Memorial
congregation and the Mission for over forty years and a leader of
the SPOW (Single People of Worth) group, plus multiple other
church and community groups and programs. Congratulations
Bev, thanks for your kind contributions, and we wish you a very
happy celebration.

COMMUNITY PEACE DINNER
The Community Peace Dinner held at the Leigh Memorial Fellowship Centre on
Saturday night, 2 December, was a wonderful gathering of congregation,
community, political and religious representatives and supporters, and one which
reinforced values important to our time, such as inclusion, mutuality, peace-making
and compassion. 72 people attended in total, with the Occasional Address given by
Bishop Vincent of the Parramatta Diocese. The Grand Mufti of Australia and the
Moderator of the NSW/ACT Synod, Rev Simon Hansford, also spoke and shared
very positive messages with those gathered. In addition to hearing from our
speakers, a delicious meal was served and we were entertained by the lovely voice
of Shaalane Srambikal, accompanied by Alan O’Reilly on piano. Feedback from
attendees included that of Dr. Daruwalla from Western Sydney University, who said
thank you for “your wonderful hospitality and generosity” and commented on the
enjoyment of hearing messages from “so many faiths and people, all on the same
page”. A teacher and musician in attendance from an Islamic School added that the
evening “was so peaceful, friendly and warm”, while Rebecca from the UCA
Assembly conveyed to Manas that “the hospitality of Parramatta Mission is second to
none!”. All such feedback is very encouraging for those involved in co-ordinating and
supervising the event, which concluded a year-long schedule of inter-faith and
ecumenical gatherings hosted by the Leigh Memorial leaders’ team and
congregation. Thanks again to all leaders/helpers, Rev Manas and Nita, Coral &
Paul, and everyone who came along to share a seasonal message of goodwill and
hope with others in our diverse and dynamic Western Sydney community.
Community
Peace Dinner,
Fellowship Hall/
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The Lighting of the Peace Candle
From left: The Moderator,
the Grand Mufti, Rev Manas,
the Bishop of Parramatta,
Ms. Finn & Dr. Lee

Advent @ Leigh Memorial – 2017
Leigh Memorial Uniting Church, 119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta
________________________________________________

O Little Town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie,
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by…
,
Sunday 10th December: Leigh Memorial ‘Giving Tree’
* Gifts (unwrapped) or children, teens & adults – 9.30am services
Sundays 10, 17 & 24 Dec: Advent Wreath & Candle Lighting
* 9.30am services, Leigh Memorial
}}

Sunday 10 December: Sunday School Prize Giving & Party
9.30am, Church & Hall. Enquiries: Liz/Samantha
Saturday 16 December: Advent Study with Clive
(NOTE: This date has changed from the previous one of 9 December)
* 10.00-11.30am, Choir Vestry @ Leigh Memorial
Sunday 17 Dec: Carols Service, 9.30am + ‘Blue Christmas’, 7.00pm
Thursday 21 December: Carols in Centenary Square, 6.00 -7.00pm
Sunday 24 December: Christmas Eve Service, 9.30am
Monday 25 December: Christmas morning service, 9.00am (** NEW TIME **)
Enquiries: Leaders’ team @ Leigh, Group Leaders, or Coral, 9891-2277.

ELECTIONS
The Westmead Congregation holds elections every December for Elders whose
term is nearly completed and for Congregational Representatives. We have
2 Congregational Rep positions which need filling. We also have 2 Elders
whose term is completing at the end of 2017. Nomination forms are available in
the foyer. Please consider who you would like to be leaders of the congregation
for 2018. The elections will be on Sunday 17th December. For more information
please speak to Rev Christine, Lorna or Karen.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
The Congregation’s Christmas lunch will be on Sunday 17 th Dec (the day we
elect new leaders). Please bring a plate of food to share, if possible. There will
be a sheet of paper for RSVP and include whether you can provide some food
or not and to enable us to ensure there is enough food for all.
PARRAMATTA MISSION CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL
The annual appeal of food for hampers is finishing. Please see the noticeboard
for further information or speak to Rev Christine. Donations can be food or
money as Rev Christine works with Rena, the volunteer co-ordinator, and
purchases food, which has not been donated by others, to fill out the hampers.
This is the last week for donations.
BIBLE STUDY, TIME OUT CAFÉ and OPEN DOOR
Bible Study will finish Monday, for the year. Time Out Café will open for the last
time this year on Tuesday, and Open Door will have its last day for 2017 on
Wednesday- which will be a bowls day. We pray for all who have attended and
for those who will miss these activities over January. However, it gives all of us
a little break to regain some energy to make 2018 a wonderful year.
FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY
Just a quick thankyou to all who contributed with food or assistance on the day
to make this a relaxed and enjoyable time on Tuesday! Happy Christmas to all!
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Monday 18th 11.00am- Carols and Lessons service followed by a light lunch.
5.30pm - Remembrance Service- for those who have lost someone.
Sunday 24th 9.45am - Carols and Lessons
Monday 25th 9.00am- Christmas Day
WESTMEAD Congregation

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship
Sundays 9.45am
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm
Last day Mon 11th Dec resumes 5th Feb
th
Fellowship- Tuesday 6 Feb 2.00pm Next Meeting 6th Feb
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm Last day Tues 12th Dec
resumes 30th Jan
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm
Last Day Wed 13th Resumes 31st Jan
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am
Last Day Fri 8th Dec resumes 2nd Feb

Mark 1:1-8
1 The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it
was written by Isaiah the prophet, “Hear this, I send my messenger
before your face, who shall prepare your way; 3 the voice of one crying,
out in the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
beaten track” 4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of
Judea, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem went out to him and were
baptised by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 And John
was clothed in camel fur and with a leather belt around his waist, and he
was eating locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one mightier
than I is coming after me, of whom I am not worthy, having stooped
down, to loosen the thong of his sandals. 8 I baptised you with water,
but he will baptise you with Holy Spirit.”
Translation by Keith Hamilton

Reflections
Mark’s Gospel begins with the words “The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The gospel ends abruptly and the
beginning and end create the notion that Mark, writing some 30 years
after the death of Jesus, in a time of great turmoil and uncertainty,
wanted the reader to consider that Jesus began the good news and that
the good news of Jesus continues in lives of people of faith in that day of
AD 66, and even in our day. The good news of Jesus happens today.
While some may disagree with me, I think the good news of Jesus
Christ was there in Federal Parliament this past week in the passing of
legislation regarding marriage equality. It followed the decisive view
expressed by a majority of Australians a few months ago for yes for
marriage inclusion. A key aspect of the Christmas message is that no
matter who you are, no matter what you have done, God showed his love
by sending Jesus. Everyone is included, and loved. It seemed ‘right’
that people in Federal Parliament at the announcement of the yes vote
burst out into song “we are one.” I am reminded that the ‘season’ of
Love Actually has begun when aficionados will watch the film several
times, and ponder the various scenes depicting different ways love is
expressed. Love is as love does. Love is love.

The Couples and Friends Club are great supporters of their church,
Parramatta Mission, from their inception in 1952. Each year they
express their support through receiving constant updates, offering words
of encouragement, prayers, donations including the donation of
“bus-made” blankets from their annual bus trip, and last week they used
their funds to buy toiletries to pack in these gift bags for donation to
people Parramatta Mission walks with on their journey of life.
Blessings, Keith Hamilton

PARRAMATTA MISSION COMMUNITY CARE NETWORK BOARD
The Parramatta Mission Community Care Network Board has determined
that the minutes of its meeting should be made available to any interested
congregation members. The only exception would be matters of a
sensitive or confidential nature.
A copy of the minutes of the last Board meeting may be obtained by
contacting Robert key on 9624 1797 or
robert.key@parramattamission.org.au

Pastoral message for this week….

In the wildernesses of life
the promise of Christmas is:
the best is yet to come

Foster your faith this week
Is 61:1-4, 8-11

Ps 126 or Luke 1:46b-55

1 Thes 5:16-24

Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Tuvatuva e so ni vakavakarau ni Siga ni Sucu
Vakarauwai 16/12 Vuli Vola Tabu
Talatala Clive Pearson 10-11.30am
Coffee Shop e Leigh
Lotulevu 21/12 Laga Sere ni Siga ni
Sucu, Centenary Square, 6-7.00pm
Moniti 25/12

Lotu Cokovata ni Siga ni Sucu 9.00am

Vuli Sere : 10.30am na mataka ni Siga Tabu ena Hall. Kerei na nomuni
veitokoni ena kena vulici ka lagati vinaka na sere ni So-Kalou.
Veisiko: Kerei meda tomana tiko na veisiko vakamatamasumasu. Ke dua
e gadrevi me sikovi ena loma ni nomudou wasewase qai soli mai na
yacana me vakadewataki vei Fil Kamotu .
Masumasu: Kerei meda veivakauqeti ena noda matamasumasu
Supply Minister: Meda vakanananu tiko yani ena ulutaga qo me vaka a
vosa kina o Talatala Qase Keith
Veiqaravi Vakaitalatala: kerei meda veitalanoa tiko ena ulutaga qo me
vaka a vosa kina o Talatala Keith. Me da veitalanoataka tale ga yani na
Strategic Plans ni Mission ni yabaki 2018.
VUNAU
VAKARAU

TUVAKARAU
VEILIUTAKI

I.Foiakau
(M/Worship)

A.Allison

Youth

17-Dec

S.Tuiloma

F.Kamotu

M3

24-Dec

V.Kamotu

J.Foiakau

M1

DATE

VUNAU

10-Dec

25-Dec

VUNAU
LESI

9am Lotu ni Siga ni Sucu - Lotu Cokovata e Leigh

TALI
VUNAU

COMMUNION

Thursday 21 December
Carols in
Centenary Square
6.00 -7.00pm
All Welcome

Prayer Points
The Parramatta Mission congregations invite you to join in prayers for:


PM congregations at Parramatta and Westmead, and hospitality,
community and clinical/mental health services that extend right across
Greater Sydney to Blue Mountains, Central Coast and Hunter Valley,
Mid-North Coast, and support services, and the residents, guests, visitors,
consumers, clients whom we meet and journey with every day of the year.
The establishment of the new HASI programs in the Hunter Valley and
Mid-North Coast.



For work of calling a chaplain to link PM with the WSU campuses, and
a chaplain to link Wesley Apartments with the children’s hospital at
Westmead.



PM Leigh Memorial: the Owen & Jackson families, Joan, Marcel, Hazel,
Betty, Wilhemina, Col, Aunty Jo, Victoria & family, our Leaders team
and Sunday School/ Youth teams.



PM Leigh Fijian: Akisi Allison, Adriu Rogoimuri, Niko Balavu, Mili Sigani,



PM Westmead: Sushila and Ariam, Eamonn, Nancy, Jean, Michels, Paula
and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and family, Rob, Jodie and Family, Rev Veitinia,
Flora, May, Rajes (Sandra), Henry, Phyllis, Billie, Vita, Nancy, Caroline and
David A, Col, Al, Jan and her family, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and
family, Ashima and Anusha Saxena, Lyn, Lena, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela



UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,
Northmead, North Rocks – today holding the closing service for Rev Phil
Swain after 14 years, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary, Wentworthville,
Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta Mission, Auburn.



For the worship, witness and service of Auburn Uniting Church Multi Centre



We join with churches around the world to pray for Cape Verde, the
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal

Worship Services at
Parramatta Mission
Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm
Tuesday 1.10pm
Sunday
9.30am
9.45am
11.15am
1.30pm
7.00pm

Open Church @ Leigh Memorial
Holy Communion @ Leigh
Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh
Westmead Congregation @ Westmead
Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh
Korean Faith Community @ Leigh
Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee @ Leigh

Contacts
Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548
Leigh Fijian Congregation: 9891 2277
Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588
Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta
Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607
Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354
Senior Minister/Group CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446
Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au

For all e-tree news follow the link below
http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree

